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HE readers and critics, who 
have honoured the Turkiſh 
Tales with their approbation, will 
pleaſe to obſerve, that in the fol- 
lowing volumes, I have, in conſe- 
quence of the promiſe made in the 
preface to that work, with a little 
more confidence, ventured to ſub- 
mit another production of the 
ſame nature to their inſpection. 


They will ſee that I have aſ- 
cended one ſtep higher in the 
regions of fancy ; that I have made 
an effort toward the ſublime, by 
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1 PREFACE, 


the introduction of a fepernatural 
being: but whether they will 
allow the elevation to be any im- 
provement, or the agent to be of 
any uſe, muſt be left to their de- 
ciſion. 


To confeſs the truth, I tremble 
for the Genius of the Mountain, 
knowing, from experience, that all 
ſuch allegorical repreſentations, as 
may be called the machinery of a 
poem or romance, require more 
art in the management, than is 
generally imagined; eſpecially in 
works of any length. We have 
frequently ſeen ſuch beings, tho' 
called into action by the mental 
powers of the greateſt maſters, 
however vigorouſly they might 
commence their operations, flag 

before 


an © 
before they had got through half 
their work : celſtials have become 
dull, and fernals ſunk to ſuch a 
torpid ſtate, that their actions 
ſeemed rather calculated to excite 
repoſe, than either terror or diſguſt. 
When ſupernatural agents are in- 
troduced, - it certainly ought, ac- 
- cording to the Horatian rule, to 
be for the moſt important pur- 
poſes, or as the Engliſh poet ſays : 


« To guide the courſe of wand'ring orbs on high, 
And roll the planets thro the boundleſs ſky.” 


In ſhort, they never ſhould appear, 
but to ſtimulate the paſſions; to 
influence the actions of mankind ; 
to ride on the whirlwind ; direct 
the ſtorm ; to pour « devaſtation ; or 
ſcatter bleſſings over a country ; 
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1 p R E F AC E. 
to beſtow rewards upon virtuous 
individuals, and uſher the ſouls of 
the juſt to the manſions of eternal 
bliſs. 


When one, or all of the preceding 
ends, are anſwered: when the ſen- 
fibility of the reader is rouſed, and 
his emotions excited: when his 
ſpirit follows the pen of the writer: 
if, in that moment, a ſupernatural 
agent is brought forward, to per- 
form ſome action that may render 
virtue more amiable, and vice 

more deteſtable ; that may turn 
either the joy, or terror, its ap- 
pearance excites, to the purpoſe 
of imprefling the mind with ſen- 
timents of religion, morality, and 
benevolence, ſuch a being is nobly 
and 


. 
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and properly introduced: on the 
contrary, when either a god, or a 
devil, appears only to perform, what 
might have been as well, or, per- 
haps, better acheiv'd without them, 
it is impoſſible but that they muſt 
flag, both upon the mind of the au- 
thor and reader; in every page, the 
allegory will become leſs mtere/t- 
ing; the agents and ſpirits more 
Jomniferous ; till at laſt they will 
ſeem, as if the threat of a poet, 
equally pre-eminent in the regions 
of nature, and the regions of fancy, 
was executing upon them. 


4 I will rend an oak, 


'« And peg thee in its knotty entrails, till 
% Thou'ſt howl'd away twe've winters.” 
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Having, therefore, in the pre- 


ceding lines, attempted an apo- 
logy for not making more uſe of 
the Genius of the Mountain, 1 
think it neceſſary to fay a word of 
the mountain itſelf, fearful that 
ſome critic may obſerve, that with 
a touch of my pen, I have ſhrunk 


the immenſe Caucaſus to a mole- 
hill. 


To this charge I ſhould plead 
guilty, did I not think I had taken 
ſpace enough into my canvaſs, 
whether we conſider it hiſtorically 
or perſpectively, for the ſcene 
which is there repreſented : and 
that although I have delineated 
but a ſmall part of a ſtupendu- 


ous whole, 1 have endeayoured to 
make 
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make that ſmall part ſtriking. 
To crowd a picture or book with 
too many õbjects, is more likely 
to produce confuſion, than either 
elegance or effect; and indeed, I 
am ſo fearful of growing dizzy, 
from the flights that I have at- 
tempted, that I can aſſure the 
critics, if they ſuffer me to deſcend 
in ſafety, the next excurſion we 
take together, ſhall be upon more 
level ground: it ſhall be in a 
country, where we ſtand a greater 
chance of obtaining a ſight of 
human habitations; where we may 
now and then meet with an In, 
or Caravanſary, and be, in ſome 
degree, -certain of a comfortable 
reſting place, if not a chearful 
fire-fide in the evening. 


Another 
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Another objection will, I fear, 
be made to this work; for that, 
however, it may, as Bays ſays, 
« ejevate. and ſurprize,” it is by 
no means calculated to terrify the 
mind, to harrow up the ſoul, and, 
what is worſe, that the author 
| hath endeayoured to conduct the 
principal perſonages, by a ſeries 
of not quite unnatural events, from 
miſery to happineſs. 


All this I am. ready to admit; 
though the only excuſe I can make, 
for not, at leaſt, concluding more 
dolefully, is, that the following 
pages have taken the colour of a 
mind more ſuſceptible of comic 
than tragic A if 


When 
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When a traveller begins a 
journey, or a reader a book; 
ſuppoſing: both to have the ſame 
object in view, amuſement; I 
ſhould imagine it would not be 
very conducive to it, was the 


former to meet, at every turn of 


the road, with croſſes and gibbets, 
to be in dread of robbers and 
murderers at every inn: or ſhould 
the latter be petrified with fear at 
every page, ariſing from an aſſem- 
blage of ghoſts, goblins, banditti, 
rats behind the arras, daggers, 
and death watches : yet we know 
that people travel in countries, 
where, if we can believe report, 
every foreſt, wood, rock, and 
mountain, have © heretofore fur- 
niſhed ſcenes worthy of the pencil 


of 
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of Saluator, and read books, every 
chapter of which might afford 
ample ſcope for the talents of 
mfernal Breughel, was he living, 
to delineate their contents: books 
which ſeem to be written for no 
other purpoſe, than to introduce 


into the human ſyſtem e. 
Jenſations, and 


© Send th ir readers trembling to their beds." 


As I have aid that I am of 
another turn of mind, it will be 
ſcarcely neceſſary to ſtate, that 
after my ſolitary excurſion upon 
the mountain, I was happy to 
reviſit the buſy haunts of men, 
which the reader, whoſe patience is 
unerhaufted, will find that I do in 

the 
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the laſt volume; and while I 


congratulate him and myſelf upon 
our arrival, I beg to be indulged 
in the hope, that he has met 
with nothing upon the road, to 


make him regret his having taken 
the journey. 


Improvement in &nowledge and 
virtue, is, or ought to be, the 
end of thoſe, who make either 
mental or corporeal excurſions. 


If the ſubſequent pages ſhould, 
in any degree, deſerve to be 


ranked among the road books, 


or guides, toward theſe deſirable 
attainments, the ardent wiſh of 
the author will be gratified, be- 
cauſe he is certain, in that caſe, 
they 

4 , 
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they will be well received, and 
 _ that the critics will be inclined 
to pardon the defects of his 

head, while they approve the 

ſentiments of his heart. 


_- 
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HERMIT or CAUCASUS. 


PART THE FIRST. 


CHAP, I. 


Tur ſombre ſhades of the morning 
hung upon Mount Caucaſus; ſtreams 
of light roſe from- the horizon, and 
darted their. rays through the clouds 
whichenvelop'd its ſnow-crown'd brow. 
As the fog began gradually to diſperſe, 
every moment diſcover'd more clearly 
the rocks, precipices, torrents, and de- 
ſolation, that reign'd around. When 
the ſun aroſe, the horrors of the ſcene 

VOL. I. ＋ B ſeemed 


—— —— ̃ ² ² Vꝑ 2 — — —— — — — 


2 Rt 


CT %% % ¶à—2 


2 


ren 


umme 2 . 
* 


2 


THE HERMIT 

ſeemed to increaſe. Trees torn from 
their roots, brooks ſwollen to rivers, 
fragments of ſtone ſcatter'd in wild 


confuſion, and every object in view 
exhibited traces of a recent ſtorm. 


- Iſmael, the Hermit, who had ſtood 
ſome minutes upon a prominent rock, 
wrap'd in deep contemplation, now de- 
ſcended by a narrow path, the work of 
his own hands, into a ſmall plain, near 
the rapid ſtream, and throwing himſelf 
upon the ground, he thus ejaculated his 
thanks to the bright luminary before 
him: 


ce Thou beneficent fountain of light 
and heat, ſuffer Iſmael, one of the vileſt 
of reptiles that crawl upon the face of 
this globe, which thy influence chears 
and illuminates, through thy medium 
to offer his prayers, thanks, and praiſes, 
to the living God, for his favour and 
3 protection 
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protection from the time that he firſt 


fought this ſolitude to the laſt dreadful 
night, when the general war of the ele- 
ments ſeem'd to threaten nature with a 
total diſſolution !” +. 


« Grant that, through the ſmall 
portion of my exiſtence which re- 
maineth, I may preſerve that internal 
peace, which a long reſidence in this 
ſolitude, and a total forgetfulneſs of the 
cares and follies, the vices and ingra- 
titude of mankind, hath enabled me 
to attain; ſo that when I mingle 
with the earth, upon , which I now 
proſtrate, my ſoul purified from the 
corruption of mortality, may partake 


of the peace and j Joy of 8 em, 
Manſions!“ | 


When the ſage had ended his prayer 
he aroſe, and purſued the winding rug- 
ged path that run on the edge of the 

B 2 torrent, 
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torrent, which, after | Lodo frond 
rock to rock, either loſt in the thick 
foliage of majeſtic trees, whoſe trunks 
ſtanding in all directions, ſeemed almoſt 
coeval with the Creation; or deſcend . 

ing with rapidity till it ſpread into a 
broad and ſmooth expanſe of water, 
| whoſe lucid boſom, reflecting the ſolar 
beams, and the rude, but ſublime, ſce- 
nery around. flowed. gentiy on to che 
mouth of the river. 


When Iſmael arrived at a precipice 
that overhung the Gulph, and from 
which the proſpect over the ocean 
was unbounded, he ſtopped to con- 
template the objects before him as the 
diſtant veſſels aroſe, and ſeemed at firſt 
but as ſpecks upon the horizon: He 
marked them as they increaſed in ſize, 
the nearer they approached to his or- 
gans of viſion, and diminiſhed as they 
teceded from him. He — them 


with 


th 


with his eye, while they ſpread their 
canvaſs, and let looſe their ſtreamers 
to court the breeze as the waves flowed 
in gentle undulations, and rays of light, 
with maſſes of ſhadow, played alter- 
nately upon the ſurface of the water. 


6.64 Alas l ſaid the ſage, are not 
the objects now gliding before me too 


faithful an antitype of human life? — 


When a man firſt paſſes the horizon 
of this ſublunary globe, he is like them 
ſcarcely diſcernable, every hour brings 
his actions nearer to the view, he floats 
at firſt upon an ocean as ſmooth, and 
perhaps as deceitful as that now 
before me. Is not the veſſel in ſight, 
with its ſails bent, the hands actively 
employed in the purſuit and accumu- 
lation of gain, through every country 
and climate, a juſt repreſentation of 
the avidity, with which mankind en- 
5 „ 3 3ͤ̃ð»desvou 
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deavour to grafp riches in the prime 
of life ?“ 


Scarce had Iſmael made this reflec- 
tion ere the wind roſe, the clouds 
gathered, lightning flaſhed from the 
ſky, and thunder echoed through the 
ſubterranean abodes of the mountain. 
The tremendous waves now mounted 
aloft, and then ſunk into an unfathom- 
able abyſs ; the veſſels, no longer under 
the command of the mariners, ſeemed 
to yield to the violence of the tempeſt ; 
when the ſage looking upon them with 
compaſſion ſaid, Too ſoon is the 
eventful metaphor of human life com- 
pleted } The objecta before me, like 
mankind, toſſed to and fro by the 
violence and ſtorm of paſſions, foun- 
dering in the ocean of diſſipation, 
ſtriking on the rocks of ambition, or 
| ſhipwrecked on the quickſands of dif- 

| ſimulation, ſtruggle in vain to reach a 
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port, where they may reſt for a few 
hours, before the hurricane, that muſt 
end in their final extinction, arrives, 
where l 


At this inſtant the ears of the Her- 
mit were aſſailed by the ſound of ord- 
nance firing ſignals of diſtreſs, and a 
ſhriek that ſeemed to rend the air. 
Too ſoon he diſcerned the cauſe—a 
veſſel had been-daſhed againſt the baſe 
of the mountain, and the ſea was co- 
vered with planks, cheſts, and other 
parts of its diſſolution 3 but he could 
not diſcover the ſmalleſt appearance of 
any human being. As the ſtorm 
ſeemed fatiated with the deſtruction of 
the ſhip, he deſcended, in the hope 
fome occaſion would, notwithſtanding, 
offer for the exertion of his benevo- 
lence ; but ineffectual were his endea- 
vours, and, with a mind and body 
fpent with terror and fatigue, he re- 

| B4 luctantly 


* THE HERMIP 
luctantly returned to his cave, where, 
after a ſlight refreſhment, he offered 
up his prayers to the Throne of the 
Omnipotent, and reflecting on the 


events of the day, ſunk into a ſhort, 
but diſturbed lumber. | 


CHAP, II. 


HEN the firſt beams of the 
morning began to eradiate 
the face of nature, the Hermit ſtarted 
from his rocky couch, as his imagina- 
tion had ſuggeſted that a being, of the 
moſt angelic form, had, in the dead of 
night, cried to him, in the ſweeteſt 
accents, “ Riſe. Iſmael, and ſuccour 
the diſtreſſed! He deſcended to the 
ſcene of his morning oraiſons, and when 
he aroſe from the earth, perceived, 
2 : Rang 
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ſtanding on each ſide of him, a beau- 
tiful female, who no ſooner found that 
they attracted his attention, than, in 
the moſt ſupplicating attitudes, they 
beſought relief and protection, and in- 
formed him, that to the ſtorm of the 
preceding day they owed their preſent 
diſtreſs, which was as complicated as 
loſs of friends, ſhipwreck, hunger, fa- 
tigue, and deſpair, could make it. — 
Struck with their ſituation, after ſigh- 
ing at the evils: attendant upon hu- 
manity, Iſmael led them to his cave; 
he ſpread his couch with leaves and 
ruſhes, and covered. it with: mats of 
his own manufacture; he placed upon 
his table a variety of wild fruits; he 
brought water from the ſpring that 
trickled down the ſide of the rock, 
and after inviting them to partake of 
this ſimple repaſt, an invitation which 


they-eagerly | complied with, he leſt 


them to their repoſe, retiring to another 
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cavern, at no great diſtance, where he 
had formerly reſided. 


| © White the ladies endeavoured to ſeek 
a ſhort ſuſpenſion from their ſorrow 
in the arms of ſleep, the benevolent. 
Hermit returned to the precipice that 
overhung the ocean, in order to ſee 
whether chance had, conducted any 
other fugitives to ſeek an aſylum among 
thoſe rocks, which had. cauſed the de- 
ſtruction of their veſſel; and having 
explored the ſhores in vain, he was. 
returning, when he obferved a 'man, 
whoſe air. and apparel denoted him of 
a ſuperior rank, aſcending by the nar- 
row path, and who in a few minutes 
ſtood before him. Mutual was their 
ſurpriſe at this encounter. The figure 
of the Hermit, whoſe dreſs of brown 
cloth falling from the ſhoulders in dra- 
pery at once ſimple and majeſtic, whoſe 
beard, which reached below his girdle, 
and 


OF CAUCASUS. 11 
and locks ſilvered by the hand of time, 
ſeemed adapted to the wild and horrid 
ſublimity of the ſcenery around, im- 
preſſed upon the mind of the ſtran - 
ger, an idea that he was a ſupernatural 
being, he therefore approached him 
with mingled awe and admiration, 
ſaying, Oh! reverend father, whe- 
ther ſage or prophet, who doſt from 
this thy elevated ſtation look down 
upon the cares, the perils and diſtreſſes, 
attendant upon mortality ! If the un- 
happy Amurath hath offended thee, be 
fatisfied with the puniſhment that thou 
haſt inflicted, and command the de- 
ſtroying angel to cloſe the vial, and 
ceaſe to pour his wrath upon the head 
of an unhappy parent ! Parent did 1 
fay ? No! nothing of that name re- 
mains, but the heart-rending grief, the 
eternal anxiety, which I am doomed 

to ſuffer ! Oh! my lovely daughters! 
B6 | loſt ! 
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| toſt?! for ever loſt! ſunk i in the abyſs 
den 81.05 1 


The Hermit, who had liſtened to 
Amurath with the moſt intereſted at- 
tention, thus addreſſed him: “ Vain 
and nugatory are the endeavours of 
ſhort-ſighted mortals, to ſhut the book 
of fate, or avert. the decrees of Om- 
nipotence Tou addreſs as a ſuperior 
Being, a ſinner. like yourſelf, a man, 
long toſt in the ſtorms of contention, 
the ſon of vanity, the pupil of folly, 
and at laſt the victim of diſſipation ;: 
from the vortex of which, when he 
found that his conſtitution was broken, 
and fortune engulph'd; when the means 
of licentiouſneſs and debauchery were 
no longer in his power, he had juſt 
pride enough left to enable him to re- 
treat, and relinquiſn a world, in which, 
the finger of ſcorn pointed out Iſmael. 
as an object of contempt.” —« When I. 

935 5 firſt. 
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lence of youthful paſſions had not yet 
ſubſided ; daily I lamented the want of 
ſenſual gratifications, 'and nightly my 


couch was moiſtened with the tears of 


repining and diſcontent.— In this man- 
ner the ſummer paſſed away, the win- 
ter approached, the leaves were fwept 
from theſe immenſe foreſts, the ſnow 
deſcended from the top of Caucaſus, 
and the winds whiſtled around the head 
of Iſmael. Secluded from the world; 
at war within, the morning was uſhered 
in by deſpondence, the evening cloſed 
with deſpair, dreadful was the ſituation 
of my mind, the horrors! attending 
upon my. exiſtence, ſeemed hourly to 
increaſe, the dæmon of: deſtruction 
took poſſeſſion of my ſoul, and I de- 
termined to plunge from this precipice 
into the gulph beneath us. Furious 
with rage I had gained the brink; and 
LL one awful moment ſecmed to 
ſtand. 


2 


firſt arrived at this ſolitude, the vio- 
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ſtand between this world and eternity, 
when a voice arreſted me by theſe ac- 
cents: Wretch! wilt thou cloſe a 
life of fin by a death of ſuicide  — 
Struck to the heart, I turned, and, lo! 
the Genius of the Mountain ſtood be- 
fore me ! — © Iſmae],” continued he, 
while I proſtrated myſelf at his feet, 
« Omnipotence hath extended the arm 
of his mercy to ſave thee from perdi-- 
tion! Return to thy cavern, and. let 
this important axiom be impreſſed upon 
thy mind ; that there is no place devoid 
of happineſs, except the manſions of 
the wicked. Take the beaſt that 
drags, and the peaſant that follows the 
plough, for thy example ; and obſerve; 
that the day ſpent in labour, is ſuc- 
ceeded by the night of undiſturbed re- 
poſe; that the meal procured by in- 
duſtry, and ſweetened by appetite, is 
preferable to the table at which laſſi- 
. the temptation of luxury. 
Drive 
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Drive the dæmon of ſloth from thy 
dwelling ; let every hour be recorded 
by the employment of thy hands, 
or the improvement of thy intellectual 
faculties, and inſtead of indolently and 
ſinfully repining for what 1s beyond thy. 
attainment, conſider the bleſſings ſtall 
within thy reach, bend thy mind to 
thy ſituation, be humble, and be hap- 
py.“ 


© Struck by the admonition of the 
Genius,. a ray of light ſeemed in am 
inſtant to pervade the darkneſs and 
horror that had hitherto enveloped my 
foul. I retired from the precipice, and 
ſought my cave, where, after proſtra- 
ting myſelf in adoration of the Supreme 
Being, I began my diurnal courſe. of 
labour, by clearing the entrance of my- 
dwelling from the weeds and buſhes 
that impeded:it. I cultivated a ſmall 
garden, the woods and foreſts around | 
ſupplied 
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fupplied me with fruits and honey, 
which, though wild, the appetite with 
which I partook of them rendered deli- 
cious. I frequently traverſed the ſhore, 
and gathered neceſſaries, and even ſuper- 
fluities, which the tempeſt had driven 
upon the ſtrand; but what completed 
the bounty of Providence, and the ſatis- 
faction of Iſmael, was, the finding on 
the banks of the river a large cheſt of 
books, conſiſting chiefly of philoſophi- 
cal and moral works. From the hour 
of this acquiſition I date my perma- 
nent happineſs; every object aſſumed 
a new and ſmiling aſpect, the languer 
of ſtudy was relieved by thè activity 
of labour, and bodily exertions gave 
place to mental inquiries. Forty years 
I have paſſed in this ſituation, and every 
day hath increaſed the fervour of my 
adoration to the All-wiſe, and All- 
merciful Being for his bleſſing and pro- 
tection diſpenſed to the wretched If 
- maecl.”. CHAP. 
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In the diſcourſe, recorded in the laſt 

chapter, the Hermit and Amurath, ar- 
rived at the cavern, when the liter 
thus addreſſed the former. 


0 Thou oh Iſmael! haſt been pecu- 
liarly the favourite of Providence ! 
gladly to enjoy the ſame repoſe, would 

the unhappy Amurath ſequeſter him- 
ſelf from the world, in which the path .- - 
of life has been, to him, ftrew'd with 

| thorns! but, that cares which extended 

far beyond myſelf, have hitherto con- 
nected me with the human race; that 
| ; connexion 


I. 
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connexion is now broken ;—the chair 
that link'd me to ſociety divided. The 
ſun that gilded the morn of yeſterday, 


ſaw me the father of two daughters, 


beautiful as the Houris of Paradiſe ! 
What am I now? bereav'd of my 
children fortune — friends ] ſtand 
alone like the bald and barren trunk 
that over-hangs the precipice, a mark. 
for clemental fury !” 


« Hold !” faid the Hermit, « great 
as may have been your loſs; keen as 
are your ſufferings ; bitter as were the 


ingredients of the cup you have already 


taſted, your misfartunes are not, I hope, 


extended ſo far, as your deſpair ſeems 
inclin'd to purſue them. Two females, 
beautiful as you deſcribe them, ſav'd 
from the wreck, but by what means I 
know not, are at preſent: under my 
_ protetion.” 


The- 
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The raptures of the parent were 
mingled with incredulity, *till Iſmael 
led him to the cavern; at the entrance 
of which, the virgins, recovered from 
their fatigue, were pointing to the ſea, 
and lamenting their forlorn ſituation, — 
Joy flaſh'd from their eyes at the ap- 
pearance of Amurath, who threw him- 
ſelf into their extended arms. Mutual 
congratulations only ſubſided for a 
moment, While the Hermit faid to 
Amurath. 


« My ſon, learn by this rencontre, 
to bow with humility to the decrees of 
Omnipotence !—In the recovery of | 
your children, you. forget all other | 
loſſes : but does not this reflection riſe { 
in your mind, and excite your - 1 
titude? That the Being, who has mi- 
raculouſly preſerv'd your offspring, 
may, probably, with the ſame eaſe, = 
reſtore to you your friends and fortune ? {| 

and 
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and which, I cruſt, the events of this 
happy hour, and the conduct of your 
enſuing days, will render you not un- 
worthy of. If my advice, or aſſiſtance, 
can contribute to your preſent eaſe, or 
future proſperity, when I am made ac- 
quainted with the hiſtory of your life, 
you may command both. The pur- 
ple and vermilion tints of declining 
day fade upon the ſight ;—black and 
heavy clouds failing lowly through 
the atmoſphere, envelop the moun- 
tains around ;—the bird of night 
ſcreech's from the rocks, and warns us 


to retire ;—in the morning we wilt 
renew the.converſation.” 


- —— 
G ” 7 
—— . 


The ak tied Amurach to his 
cave, and accommodating him as well 
as the circumſtances of the time, and 
Place would admit, after recommend 


4 ing him to the protection of heaven, 
be retired to another part of it, and 


ſought. 
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ſought that calm and peaceful repoſe; 
whit attends the couch of virtue and 
benevolence. 


Darkneſs and filence pervaded the 
atmoſphere; even the murmuring of 
the winds through the ' ſurrounding 
groves and foreſts, had ſubſided. 
Whenthe moon aroſe, all nature ſeem- 

ed to partake of the calm which diffuſed 
itſelf over the ſlumbers of the Hermit 
and his friends. Alas! how ſhort 
was its duration? — at the noon of 
night their ears were aſſailed by the 
ſhrill and piercing ſound of a trumpet, 
to which ſucceeded a ſhout, that echo'd 
through the woods, and reverberated 
from the vaulted caverns of Caucaſus. 
A ſound fo unuſual in theſe regions of 
ſolitude, rous'd Iſmael and Amurath ; 
the latter, trembling for the ſafety of his 
daughters, flew to their abode, where 
he found them in undiſeribable agita- 


tion. 
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tion. Here they were, in a few mi- 
| nutes, join'd by the Hermit; and as 
| the ſhouts and clangour ſtill continued, 
at intervals, ſometimes loud and vio- 
| lent, and at other periods dying away 
in diſtant murmurs; the careful Iſmael 
again recommending his friends to the 
protection of heaven, - left them, to en- 


deavour to diſcover the cauſe of their 
alarm. | 


With caution he deſcended to the 
precipice, where the reſplendant bright- 
. neſs of the moon, added to the gran- 
deur and effect of the ſcene ; the angles 
of the rock; the ivy cover'd battle- 
ments of a ruin'd tower in the diſtance, 
and the pines and cypreſs on the fore- 
ground, ſeem'd juſt touch'd with ſilver, 
while the immenſe maſſes of ſtone, and 
groves beneath, were thrown into the 
deepeſt ſhade. 'The lofty tops of the 
mountains were illuminated in ſome, 


* 
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in other parts ſoftened and melted into 
the atmoſphere, by light clouds which 
hung upon their brows; and the river, 
undiſturb'd by a zephyr, reflecting the 

+ glorious planet, diſplayed in its lucid 
boſom, the magnificent and ſublime 
ſcenery around, 


As Iſmael contemplated the view 
before him, his eye caught a gleam of 
light, which ſtreaming through the 
trees, ſeemed to diſcover bodies mov- 
ing with rapidity, and flaſhes, which he 
judg'd to ariſe from the moon beams 
playing upon burniſh'd arms. He 
deſcended with the caution he had 
hitherto obſerved, and the conviction 
of his ſuggeſtions follow'd, as he could 
diſtinguiſh the forms of ſeveral perſons, 
and hear the accents of human voices; 
be alſo diſcerned, at the mouth of the 
river, ſeveral veſſels. Eager to com- 
municate his diſcoveries to his gueſts, 


he 
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he gained their ſubterranean ' abode; 
and found them Arte for his' return 
in tremulous . 


P 
N 0 einn, «43 
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TIE account brought by the 
Hermit, was by no means calculated to 
quiet the apprehenſions of the daught- 
ers of Amurath; they clung round 
their father, as af for CRE while 
he ati N80 


& Doth * fates, which have through ; 
life purſued your unhappy parent, ex- 
tend their malignity to his race ?— 
Muſt Galatie and Anime, after hither- 


20 . a variety of perils; after 


their 


\ 
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their tender frames have indured un- 
numbered hardſhips, become at laſt a 


prey to the licentious paſſions of thoſe 
ſavage chiefs, Omar and Aſgar ?” 


c Never will that happen, rephed 
both the daughters; * think not that 
the example of a virtuous and much 

. regretted mother, or the precepts of 
an honoured father, will ever be era- 
dicated from the minds of their off- 
ſpring !—the inſiduous chiefs ſhall ne- 
ver add the daughters of Amurath to 
the number of their flaves !” 


Theſe words, for a moment, ſoothed 
the parent's heart, and Iſmael ſcized 
this opportun't7 to remonſtrate with 
him upon the miſtruſt he ſeemed to 
entertain of the Divine protection. 


— my —— — 


« At leaſt for the preſent,” con- 
tinued he, © yoware in a place of ſe 
VOL, I. Wm curity; 
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curity; as a proof of this . 
follow me.“ 


He led them through ſeveral ave- 
nues, formed by nature in the rock, to 
a plain, on every fide of which, lofty 
trees, and immenſe maſſes of ſtone, 
compoſed a barrier that ſeemed im- 
penetrable. A caſcade of clear water 
. deſcended from the rocks on one fide, 
while the vine, and other plants of that 
ſpecies, clinging to every projection, 
fell in pictureſque feſtoons, and formed 
ſeveral natural arbours; through one 
of Which, the Hermit and his compa- 
nions entered a grotto, ſpangled by 
ores, ſpars, and cryſtaline ſubſtances. 
A ray of light, which darted through a 
chaſm near the top, illuminated and 
diſplayed the beauties of the cavern; 
and from the farther ſide, another aper- 
ture led to a ee and rugged path, 
| which 
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which deſce nded to the foot of the 
mountain. 


c Here,” faid Iſmael, “ is a receſs 
which I hope is impoſſible to be de- 
velop'd. Rely upon my care, and 
ſhould any danger aſſail you, my long 
reſidence upon the mountain, and tho - 
rough knowledge of its devious and 
tangled ways, will at all times enable 
me to conduct you to a fate retreat, was 
this by any means to be diſcovered.” 


After receiving their thanks, he 
once more left the fugitives, and re- 
trac'd his way back to the cavern, 
whence: he deſcended to the ſpot, from 
which he could ſurvey the mouth of 
the river. The ſounds that had pier- 
ced the dull ear of midnight, and cauſed 
the alarm which has been mentioned, 
kad ſubſided; but he obſerved two 


veſlels, which lay as if at anchor in a 


. C 2 ſmuall 
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ſmall port. Returning, with the aſſiſt- 
ance of Amurath, he prepared the inner 

part of their retreat near the caſcade, 
for the reception of Galatie and Anime, 
and the bed of their father was placed 
at the extreme entrance. 


When their fears were in ſome de- 
gree ſubſided, and they had refreſhed 
themſelves with the food which the 
bountiful Hermit ſet before them, he 
urged Amurath to purſue the deſign of 
the preceding evening, and inform him 
what were the misfortunes that had 
contributed with the ſtorm and ſhip- 
wreck, to force him to ſeek an aſylum 


» 


- in the wilds and caves of Caucaſus. 1 


THE HISTORY OF AMURATH., 


« The firſt hours that impreſs them- 
ſelves upon the memory of Amurath,” 
he replied, <* were clouded by misfor- 4 

| tune. 2 
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tune. Born in the kingdom of Viſa- 
pour, at the early age of ſeven years, 1 
had occaſion to lament, that parents 
the moſt indulgent, and whom, I have 
fince heard, were revered for their vir- 
tues, fell martyrs to the rapacity of a 
horde of wandering Tartars ; and with 
the greater number of the inhabitants 
of a village, were carried off as priſo- 
ners, after an obſtinate reſiſtance. 
Perhaps the crueleſt part of the mis- 
fortune that befcl my parents, they 
conſidered as being ſeparated from me. 
My mother rent the air with her 
ſnrieks; and her diſtreſs ſo far wrought 
upon the humanity of the Tartar chief, 
that he ordered me diligently to be 
ſought after; but as Kermia, my nurſe, 
had, on the firſt alarm, caught me in 
her arms, and retreated to tne woods, 


all endeavours to find me proved in- 
effectual, 


C:y „When 
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« When the Tartars were with- 
drawn, we returned to the ſpot on 
which our village had been ſituated ; 
but alas! it was only to join a miſer- 
able group, who were lamenting the 
loſs of their friends, and weeping upon 
the ſites of their ruin'd dwellings. 
Another alarm drove us again into the 
woods, which ſtretch'd towards the 
weſtern coaſt of the peninſula of the 
Indies. — Here we wandered a long 
time, and ſuffered incredible hardſhips 
from hunger and fatigue, ere we re- 
gained the open country, We had 
now hopes, that in ſome hoſpitable 
town or village our labours would end; 
but before we could reach any habit- 
able place, Kermia, exhauſted with 
- fatigue, fainted upon the plain. This 
accident, and the fright that attended 
it, for I thought her dead, had ſuch. 
an effect upon me, that quite ſpent by 
my cries and efforts to aſſiſt her, I 

TIN fank. 
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funk at laſt by her ſide.— How long 


we continued in this ſituation, I know 
not. 


te When my ſenſes returned, I found 
we were ſurrounded by a band of wan- 
dering Fakirs, who uſed every means 
to reſtore Kermia to life, which they at 
length effected. They then relieved 
our diſtreſſes, and when we were tolc- 
rably recovered, placed us upon the 
eamels that carried their baggage ; and 
after a journey of ſeveral moons, we 
arrived at the city of Gouro, ſituated 
upon the banks of the Ganges. 


« Kermia, who had been.a long 
time declining in health, was, by. the 
| hoſpitable Fakirs, placed in the houſe 
of Kouſrou, at a ſmall diſtance from 
the town; but notwithſtanding every 
aſſiſtance was afforded her, ſhe expired 
in a few days, leaving me a helpleſs 

C4 orpuhan,, 
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orphan, to the protection of the Indian 
with whom we reſided. 


e Fortunately for me, Kouſrow 
proved a man of great humanity ; and 
although he had a large family of his 
own, the tale of my infantile diſtreſſes, 
which he learned from my nurſe Ker- 
mia, and the recommendation of the 
Fakirs, determined him to intereſt him- 
ſelf in my future deſtiny. The years 
of childhood, in which I partook of the 
fame education as the children of my 
protector, J ſhall paſs over. My firſt 
employment was to tend the ſilk- 
worms in the gardens, where numbers 
were engaged in collecting the labours 
of that uſeful inſect; and which, after 
being manufactured, were, through the 
medium of Kouſrou, tranſmitted to 
Bengal. As my years increaſed, I 
ſucceeded to the higher branches of 
my patron's buſineſs, and frequently 

| | went 
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went with him into the country, to 
colle& larger quantities of filk than 
his mulberry plantations ſupplied. De- 
lightful to me were theſe excurſions, as 
every hour was pleaſantly and uſefully 
employed, and every object preſented 
to the benificent Kouſrou, an oppor- 
tunity to increaſe my general know- 
ledge, or turn my mind tv the practice 
of ſome moral duty. 


In one of our journeys, our way 
hy along the fertile banks. of the Gan- 
ges, through the kingdom of Serenc- 
gar; and we arrived one evening on a 
plain, near the center of which ſtood a 
large and beautiful building of white 
marble, the form of which. was quad- 
rangular, though three ſides of it were 
almoſt covered by iv, and the foliage 
of a great varicty of trees, that, planted 
by the hand of nature, and nurtured by 
time, had diſpoſed themlclves in the 
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moſt romantic and pictureſque groups. 
The calmneſs of the evening; the 
glowing reflection of the ſetting ſun 
mingling with the beautiful tints which. 
age had marked upon the building; 
the grand maſſes on the fore ground, 
broken and hghtened by creeping plants 
and flowers, which either bloom'd in 
cluſters, raiſed their heads in ſpiral ele- 
gance, or ſcatter'd, o'er the verdure, 
formed a carpet of the moſt vivid 
colours. The plain in different parts. 
ſpread with immenſe ſtones, and diſ- 
membered columns, over which the 
vine wandered in luxuriant wildneſs, 
added to the ſolemnity and beauty of 
the ſcene, and impreſſed my mind with 
an awe and admiration; which Kouſrou 
interrupted by ſaying, 


t Amurath, I behold with pleaſure, 
that you are ſtruck with the ſolemnity 
and r of one of the laſt 

; veſtiges 


and guarded by temperance.” 


of caverstys 8 jr 
veſtiges of the grandeur of the Mogul 
empire. The building before us was 
formerly the palace, and now remains 
as the monument of a man, who 
through great part of his life, was cal- 
led the fortunate Hagi.—In the morn- 


ing of his day, the favourite of the Sul- 


tan, pleaſure and riches ſeemed equally 
to court him: yet, by his diffipation 
and rapacity, he incurred the ven- 
geance of heaven; the genius that pro- 
tected his youth, fled from him in his 
riper years; his crimes baniſhed him 
from the court; his wealth mouldered 
away, and of all his immenſe acquire- 
ments, only this ſpot remained, where 
he- finiſhed a life uſeleſs to the world,, 
and burthenſome to himſelf, by a pre- 
mature death. From the fate of Hagi, 
learn my fon, to place no value in: 
riches, unleſs accompanied by virtue,, 


4 f 


C6 - - Whils 


36 THE HERMIT 


While Kouſrou repeated this admo- 
nition, the ſervants drove our camels 
into the court, and pitched our tents 
near the gate of the building. When 
we had made a ſlight repaſt, and, after 
embracing my benevolent patron, I 
retired for the night; my ſpirits ſunk, 
and a trembling ſeized my frame, which 


] attributed to the heat of the atmoſ- 
phere. 


Though the evening was far ad- 


vanced, inſtead of ſeeking repoſe, I 
continued at the door of my tent, look - 


ing at the palace, which the effect of 
the moon upon it's moſs-covered tur- 


rets, and ivy'd columns, rendered an 


object highly intereſting to a contem- 
Plative mind. —< What labour! what 
a vaſt quantity of expenſive materials! 


faid I to myſelf, © have been uſed to 


erect the pile before me !—How much 
were frength and duration conſidered 
by 


"oy 
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by the founder? forgetting the boun-- 
dary of his own exiſtence, he ſeemed 
to look forward for centuries ; forget- 
ting how ſmall a ſpace he ſhould ſoon 


be called upon to occupy, his ideas 


were all abſorbed in ſplendour and 
extent. This monument. of the own- 


ers capacious mind, uninhabited, dela- 


pidated, ſhall continue mouldering for 


a ſeries of years, and at laſt fink into 


that earth, to which he has long ſince 
been united.” Loft in theſe reflec- 
tions, and intently gazing on the object 
that gave riſe to them, I imagined I 


diſcerned, at a window of one of the 


apartments over the gate, a female 
form, who ſeemed to wave her hand ; 


- ſtarting at the diſcovery, at firſt I was 


inclined to believe it a viſion of my 
diſturbed fancy; determined ta be 
convinced, I took my cimeter in my 


hand, and approached the gate. The 


figure ſtill continued, and my ſurpriſe 
increaſed, 
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increaſed, when my ear caught the ſoft 
accents of a female voice, ſinging ſome 
ſtanzas. Though I was not near 
enough to underſtand the words, the 
found thrill' d through my heart: but 
while I was attempting to engage her: 
attention, by ſpeaking as loud as 1 
durſt, for fear of alarming Kouſrou, ſhe 
vaniſhed, without taking the leaſt no- 
| tice of me: An impulſe for which I 
could not account, determined me to 
enter the palace. Thi gates had been 
thrown open for the admiſſion of our. 
camels and baggage into the court; 
with cautious ſteps I advanced, and 
turning to the right, entered a ſpacious. 
hall. The moon, which ſhone full in 
at the windows, diſcovered a black 
marble ſtaircaſe, which I judged muſt 
ſead to the room whence I had ſeen 
the lady. When I had aſcended a 
few ſtairs, the wind which had ariſen, 
and echoed in hoarſe murmurs through 
| 2 : the 
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the long colonades, cauſed me to halt; 
a tremor ſeized; a-moment's reflection. 
ſhewed me the miſchief that might at- 
tend the gratification of my unwar= 
rantable curioſity. I endeavoured. at: 
one time to retire, then ſtopped and 
liſtened; — the ſounds died away; my 
ſpirits in ſome degree revived, and I 
reſolved: to proceed. When I had 
gained the top of. the ſtairs, all was: 
filence and darkneſs: I was upon the 
point of returning to the hall, juſt as. 
the glimmering of the moon through a 
half opened door, induced me to enter: 
the room,. which I imagined muſt be 
the one in which the phantom had 
appeared. I advanced to the window, 
which was open, and to my mortifica - 
tion diſcovered, that the view, looking 
through a ſhort avenue of trees, ter- 
minated in a broad expanſe of water. 
Again I heard diſtant ſounds.— Again 
the wind aroſe ; a noiſe hke the grating. 

of 
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of hinges aſſailed my ears. Alarmed 
and terrified, I fprung forward, to re- 
gain the ſtairs, when a blaſt, which 
ſhook the whole dome, ſhut the door 
with ſuch violence, that all the efforts 
of my ſtrength, aided by my deſpair, 
were inſufficient to enable me to open 
it. In vain I endeavoured, till ex- 
hauſted by fatigue, I ſunk upon the 
ground in ipeechleſs agony. 


Here Iſmael aroſe, and told Amu- 
rath, that as the clouds of the evening 
began to hang upon the mountain for- 
reſts, he wiſhed, while there was light 
enough remaining, to diſcover the 
ſituation of the veſſels he had ſeen in 
the morning. The father and daught- 
ers thanking him for his attention, wait- 
ed with impatience his return to the 
cavern. | 


CHAP, 
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8 LOW and cautious, the Hermit 
aſcended to his obſervatory : the ſhips 
ſtill lay in the ſame ſituation, and ſeve- 
ral people appeared upon the ſhore, 
Tents were pitched on a ſmall plain 
near the edge of the cliff; through the 
trees that ſheltered them behind, 
ſmoke in ſpiral volumes aroſe, and in a 


ſhort time many perſons came from the 
tents. 


The curioſity of Iſmael was excited, 
and he approached as near as he could, 
without riſk of diſcovery. They ſeem- 
ed 


* 
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ed in earneſt converſation, frequently 
pointing to the mountain, and then 
towards the ſea, A man of a majeſtic 
appearance joined them, as they walked 
nearer the ſhore, whither the Hermit 
now turned his eyes, and beheld ſeveral 
of the men he had at firſt diſcovered,. 
carrying cheſts, bales, and other pack- 
ages, which he imagined were part of 
the wreck, At ſome diſtance a more 


melancholy ſpectacle attracted his at- 
tention, for he obſerved other perſons 


under the direction of the man whom 


he ſuppoſed their chief, intering in the 


fand, with as much decency as their 
circumſtances would admit, ſeveral 
bodies that had floated aſhore, 


While Iſmacl was contemplating, 


with internal ſatisfaction, the charitable: 


office in which the ſtrangers were en- 


gaged, the ſhades of night fell upon: 
them; the cliff, the mountain and ſea, 


were 
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were envelop'd in darkneſs; the plain 
only was illuminated by a ſtream of 
tht from a fire in the grove, which 
had now the effect of a cavern, Seve- 
ral figures were increaſing the flame, 
which diſcovered the foremoſt tent, 
and ſpread its. rays upon the rocks, 
trees and ſands in the back ground. 
As he was aſcending by the well- known 
path, he heard the ſound of voices 
much nearer him, than the perſons he 
had difcerned below ; but as he could 
not diſtinguiſh the words, it only cauſed 
him to quicken his pace, and he arriv- 
ed at the cavern undiſcovered. | 


In the morning he recounted to- 
Amurath, more fully than fatigue would. 
ſuffer him at the time, the events of 
the preceding evening. When the 
latter had pondered ſome time upon 
the eee e the ſuſpicion of pur- 


ſult. 
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ſuit, which had hung upon his mind, 


feemed to ſubſide. 


Perhaps, ſaid he, © ſome ſtran- 
gers, tempeſt - driven, though not ſo 
wretched from the loſs of their veſſel 
and friends, as ourſelves, may have 
ſought a harbour in the mouth of the 


river; in that caſe, it would be better 


we diſcovered our ſituation, as from 
their humanity, there is Iﬀftle doubt but 
that they would reſtore what part of 
our property they may have ſaved 
from the rage of the ocean; and per- 
haps furniſh us with a paſſage to the 
place of our deſtination.” 


The Hermit acquieſed with Amu- 
rath, but was of opinion, from what he 
had obſerved of the ſituation of the 
ſhips, that they could not very ſpeedily 
quit the coaſt, therefore, he propoſed 
that they ſhould, for a ſhort time, 
watch 


” 
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watch the motions of the ſtrangers, and 
take their meaſures accordingly. 


Scarcely had he concluded the laſt 
ſentence, ere Galatie entered, follow- 
ed by her ſiſter, ſeemingly in great 
agitation, Their father was alarmed. 
The Hermit anxiouſly mquired the 

- cauſe of their emotion. Anime re- 
plied, that charmed with the beauty of 
the caſcade, and ſurrounding ſcenery, 
they had wandered through the cavern, 5 
and were enjoying the morning breeze 
on the plain, when a ruſling among 
the trees alarmed them: a ſmall bird, 
purſued by an eagle, which their fears 
repreſented as of immenſe magnitude, 
drop'd from a tree, and fled for ſhelter 
to the boſom of Galatie ; ſhe claſp'd the 
little flutterer with great tenderneſs to 
her heart, and in her turn, with Amme, 
fought refuge in the cavern, their fears 
ſuggeſting to them that they would 
become 
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become objects of purſuit to the eagle. 
Galatie produced the bird, which 
ſcarcely trembled more than its pro- 
tectreſs. who holding the fugitive to 
her loyely lips, obſerved, that the dan- 
ger ſhe had incurred, vaniſh'd, and was 
loſt in the plealing reflection, that ſhe 
had been the means of ſhielding and 
preſerving a defenceleſs innocent. | 


« Happy am I, my daughter,” 
. aid Iſmael, © to applaud your ſenti- 
ments. Pleaſed am I to find that com- 
paſſion, which before J quitted the 
world, I-thought commerce had, in a 
great degree, bamſhed, hath again 
viſited the Indian ſhores. While men, 
deſperate in contending for gain, war 
upon mankind, let beaſts, rapacious 
from hunger, prey upon defenceleſs 
quadrupeds! let the marine, the rep - 
tile and inſect creation, directed by in- 
ſtint, become food to each other ! 

1 but 
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but may the Angel of Mercy pour 
upon the hearts of the female ſex, 
mildneſs and benignity, that by their 
ſoftneſs and gentle virtues, they may 
correct the ſternneſs of maſculine fero- 
city, and form the minds of the riſing 


generation to the practice of compaſ- 
ſion and benevolence !”? 


A cage formed of twigs by the hand 
of Iſmael, was preſented to Galatie, 
and her favourite, though offered his 
liberty, ſeeming to prefer reſiding un- 
der her protection, ſhe hung him near 
the entrance of the cavern :—and now 
an opportunity of reſuming his- ſtory 
offering itſelf to Amurath, he prepared 


to gratify the curioſity of the Hermit, 
in the following words, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP, VI. 


Continuation of the Hiſtory of Amugath. 


How long I continued in the ſtupor 
with which I was ſeized, after I had in 
vain endeavoured to extricate, myſef 
from the room in which J was acci- 
dentally confined, it 1s impoſſible to 
ſay. When I had in ſome meaſure 
recovered my. ſenſes, the ſun beams 
darting through the windows, diſcover- 
ed that I was in a large chamber, 
which overlooked a garden; I again 
eflay'd to force the door, but without 
ſucceſs. 
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fucceſs. Frantic with rage, I drew my 
cimetar, and tried to hack it in a part 
J thought the moſt vulnerable: but, 
ſcarce had I given three ſtrokes, before 
the cimetar flew to pieces; this com- 
pleated my diſtreſs; I burſt into a 
flood of tears, and again ſunk upon the 
floor, 


When my agitation had a little ſub- 
ſided, as I lay contemplating the oppo- 
ſite wall, I thought I diſcern'd, by the 
light through crevices, the form of a 
door. My cimetar, though broken, 
aſſiſted me, and after ſeveral efforts, 
the partition gave way, and I gained a 
paſſage into a room which looked to 
the court, from which I had aſcended 
the fatal ſtairs. My joy at finding the 
way open was much abated, by diſ- 
covering that Kouſrou, with his camels 
and ſlaves, had left the place. I flew. 
to the ſpot on which his tent had been 
VOL, I, D pitched, 
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pitched, and found a baſket, with dried 
fruit, bread, and other neceſſaries, alſo 
at the bottom of it a letter, which con- 
tained theſe words. 


te Whatever may be the circum- 
ſtance that may have cauſed Amurath 
to leave his tent at the dead of night, 
it is inexplicable to his maſter. After 
many hours ſearch, urgent affairs obliges 
him to purſue his journey. If Amu- 


rath is not a willing fugitive, and ſhould 


ever find this, he will be again receiv- 
ed; but if, as his conduct ſeems to 
ſuggeſt, the youth wiſhes for his liber- 
ty, it is freely given, with prayers that 
he may be more proſperous and happy 
than when under the guidance and pro- 
tection of | 


KOUSROU,'* 


This 


} 
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This letter, which I wetted with my 

tears, cauſed the tendereſt ſenſations in 
my mind, and increaſed my reverence 
for the benevolent: Kouſrou, and my 
regret at the appearance of ingratitude 
my imprudent curioſity muſt have had 
in the eyes of my beloved maſter. 
Pierced to the ſoul by theſe reflections, 
my firſt emotions were a determina- 
tion to follow; inform him of the ex- 
tent of my crime, and entreat his for- 
giveneſs. This reſolution, in ſome 
degree, alleviated my ſorrow; I fat 
down on a broken column, and was 
cating part of the proviſion which his 
humanity had induced him to leave, 
and which a long faſt had rendered 
peculiarly- grateful, when the female 
form, which I gueſſed had cauſed my 
alarm in the night, and my preſent de- 
ſolate ſituation, appeared at the gate, 
croſſed the walk, and entered the build- 
ng on the oppoſite ſide, throu oh a 
D 2 marble 
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marble arch. Though I had ſuffered 
ſo much. from an indulgence of my 
_ curioſity, a deſire to trace the ſteps of 
the phantom, for which I could not 
account, took poſſeſſion of my mind. 
Several times I advanced and retreat- 
ed; at length my wiſh to follow her, 
overcame my fears of perſonal dan ger, 
though I reſolved, if poſſible, to avoid 
the inconvenience of the preceding 
night, and to venture into no ſituation, 
from which I had not a probability of 
eſcaping 


In conſequence of this reſolution, I 
croſſed the court, and entered that 
part of the building, which J found to 
be a piazza, that led to the garden, 
The gates were wide open, and by the 
diſorder and uncultivation that reigned 
in it, that it had been neglected for a 
long period, might eaſily be diſcover- 


ed. The trees had ſhot forth their 


branches 
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branches into all: the variety of ſpon- 
taneous wildneſs: the unpruned vines 
trailed upon the ground, and the walks, 
encumbered with graſs and weeds, 
we re ſcarcely to be diſtinguiſhed from 
the parterres. The number of alleys 
which centered in the entrance from 
the piazza, occaſioned me to ſtop ſome 
moments, in order to determine which 
I ſhould purſue. No trace of human 
or animal footſteps had marked the 
verdure, and in the entangled mazes 
of the labyrinth before me, the object 
of my ſearch ſeemed effectually ſhroud- 
ed from my fight. Attracted, at laſt, 
by a building at the end of the longeſt 
viſta, with cautious ſteps I ventured 
down it, and had occaſion frequently 
to ſtop, to admire the vegetable ruins 
on either ſide, Here an immenſe 
trunk, ſhivered by ſome ſtorm, though 
not entirely disjointed, with its top in- 
verted, and branches ſpread upon the 
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ground, over-run with weeds and 
clinging plants, ſeemed a mount :— 
flowers and fruit, in the utmoſt pro- 
fuſion, diffuſed their ſweets around; 
the view was terminated by a ruined 
pagoq;, upon the bank of a large piece 
of water, As I ſtood upon a heap of 
ſtones, conſidering the building im- 
merſed in trees, the lake, the woods, 
and the rifing of the oppoſite ſhore, 
till the diſtant hills faded away, in tints 
of blue and purple, which loſt them- 
ſelves in the horizon, a noiſe cauſed 
me to turn my eyes to the further angle 
of the pagod, where, with pleaſure and 
ſurpriſe, I beheld, ſeated upon a bro- 
ken pedeſtal, the female who had been 
the object of my ſcarch. As ſhe ſeem- 
ed to be with deep attention muſing 
upon a paper, I had, when my pertur- 
bation had in ſome degree ſubſided, 
an opportunity of contemplating her 
charms: her head was xeclined upon 
| her 
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her hand; her hair of bright cheſnut, 
confined only by a tiara of blue, flow d 
in profuſion upon her ſhoulders ; a veil 
and ſimple drapery of white mullin tied 
round the waiſt, with an azure girdle, 
and ſandals of the fame colour, com- 
pleated her dreſs. I approached her 
as the divinity that preſided over the 
groves, and the ruſtling of the leaves 
cauſing her 'to turn, our ſurpriſe was 
mutual; the firſt emotions of her's was 
fear; and of mine admiration. She 
inſtantly retreated ; but, as her agita- 
tion was great, ſhe could only move a 
few ſteps, before ſhe was forced to lean 
againſt a tree for ſupport, when, with 
one arm ſhe embraced a cypreſs, I 
t10ught I had never ſeen fo intereſting 
an object: the ſymmetry of her form 
and beauty of her face, which the tran. 
Parency of her veil diſcovered, made an 
impreſſion upon my heart, which even 
at this hour I remember with rapture. 
D 4 The 
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The violence of her tremour J at- 


tempted to ſubdue, by addreſſing her 
in the gentleſt accents; briefly relating 
my ſtory, particularly the adventures 
of the preceding night, and the impulſe 
that had led me to purſue her ſteps into 
the garden, When I had ended, fear 
gave place to concern, ; 


She entreated me to leave the place, 


and to return ta the benevolent Kouſ- 
rou. © The day,” ſhe continued, 
« is too far ſpent, for you to begin a 
journey, through paths fo intricate, ſo 
ſlenderly provided for the undertaking 
as you appear to be. For this night, 
. humanity urges me to offer you food 
and ſhelter, but it muſt be upon the 
_ expreſs condition of your departure 
with the earlieſt dawn of the morning: 
if you intend to oy with my in- 
junctions, follow me. Saying this, 
""" waved her hand; and, ſtruck with 
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filent awe, I traced the track of her 


footſteps through groves, where the 
lengthened ſhade of the trees, and faint 


gleams of light upon the topmoſt, and 
wide extended branches, indicated the 


approach of evening. The feathered 
inhabitants of the woods fle w in cluſters 


to their downy neſts; their melodious 
notes, in fainter and fainter warblings, 
died upon the ear, and a ſolemn and 
awful ſtillneſs reigned around. | 


When we approached the colonade, 
footſteps reſounded upon the pave- 
ment, and in a few minutes another 
female entered, who, with ſurpriſe and. 
anxiety, inquired of Erminia, which I 


found was the, name of my protectreſs, 


the cauſe of her ſtay, and of my appear- 
ance? Erminia explained: both, and 
then the elder of the ladies ſummoning 
two male ſlaves, to whom ſhe gave 
ſome orders, directed me to follow her. 


+ 5 We 
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We aſcended a flight of ſtairs in the 
wing of the building oppoſite to that 
which I had entered the night before. 


Amurath was proceeding in his 
ſtory, when the whole group were 
alarmed by the ſound of voices near 
the mouth of the cævern; the father 

and daughters retreated to its inmoſt 

receſſes, while Iſmael ventured forth, 
to diſcover whence the ſounds pro- 
ceeded. He had not advanced many 
ſteps, before he was ſurrounded by 
ſeveral perſons, who, ſtruck with 
his venerable figure, approached him 
with great reſpect. A man of majeſ- 
tie appearance, dreſſed in the Turkiſh 
habit, thus accoſted him. 


« Think not, moſt reverend ſage, 
that either myſelf or friends, explore 
the wild receſſes of Caucaſus, with a 
view to diſturb your facred ſolitude. 

| Tempeſt- 
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Tempeſt · driven to the ſnores beneath, 
and obliged to ſtay till our veſſels are 
refitted, we have, impelled by curio- 
ſity, aſcended to ſeveral parts of this 
immenſe chain of mountains. Yet 
though curioſity was one motive with 
us for penetrating into theſe woods and 
wilds, we have another, and, I flatter 
myſelf, a better. When we entered 
the harbour, we were grieved to ob- 
ſerve, by the marks of a recent wreck, 
that the ſtorm from which we have 
ſortunately eſcaped, had been fatal to 
one or more veſſels. As the winds. 
abated, we hoped ſome fugitives, ſaved 
from the rage of the ſea, might have 
found ſhelter. in the woods and caverns 
around. To diſcover and affiſt them, 
as ſoon as we had collected our crew, 
we made a ſearch, and endeavoured, 
by torches and trumpets, to inform the. 
wanderers, if ſuch there were, that the- 
arms of Aſgar, and his friends, were 

| D 6 OPEN: 
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open to ſuccour companions in diſtreſs. 

If haply you know of any ſuch, gladly 
ſhall we reſtore to them abundance of 
effects, which the induſtry of my men 
has ſaved, and willingly conduct them 
to a port,, whence they may pro- 


cure a me eee ee 
deſtination.” 


The name of Afgar, the Hermit 
recollected, had been repeated by 
Amurath in the hour of his emotion, 
with ſome aſperity, as the cauſe of his 
diſtreſs. Could he think of violating 
the truſt repoſed in him, and deliver 
him up to one whom he ſuppoſed his 
enemy ?—On. the contrary, could he, 
however ſtimulated by friendſhip, act 
in open defiance to the precepts which 
the Angel of Truth had imprinted up- 
pn his heart ?—From duplicity or per- 
fidy he was ſaved by the appearance of 


another party, who deſcended from a 


higher 
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higher part of the mountain, and whiſ- 

pering the chief, they all departed with 
precipitation. The aſtoniſhed Iſmael 
regained the cavern, to communicate 
this intelligence ta Amurath and his 
daughters. In vain he ſought them; 
he called, and his voice echoed through. 
the labyrinths of the mountain; the 
caves, the plain, the woods, were all 
explor'd in vain, Tired with his 
ſearch, he flung himſelf upon his couch, 
and the evening breeze wafted his. 
ſighs through the hollow vaults around: 
him. 


CHAP, VII. - 


Is the dark and ſilent hour of night, 
. -anxiety for his friends baniſhed ſleep 
| | tom 
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from the eye-lids of Iſmael. As he 
extended himſelf upon his bed, rumi- 
nating upon the events of the day, 
hoarſe murmurs aſſailed his ears; he 
ſtarted : a gleam: of light ſtruck upon 
the cryſtaline ſides. and ſparry roof of 
the .cavern, and diffuſed brilliancy: 
around. In a veſt of ruſſet, over which: 
hung a robe of white, appeared the 
Genius of the mountain; his majeſtic: 
form ſeemed bending beneath the 
weight of years: a wreath of cypreſs. 
encircled his head, the top of which 
was.crown'd with ſnow, and ſtrings. of 
iſicles hung upon his hoary hair, and: 
beard, that deſcended below his girdle :: 
in one hand he bore the rugged branch. 
of a tree, upon which he frequently 
lean'd for ſupport, the ather he wav'd,, 
and commanded the Hermit to follow: - 
him, | 


Silent 
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Silent and ſlow, they paſſed through 
the mazes of the caverns, till they ar- 
rived at a caſcade, which falling over 
rocks, ruſh'd with impetuoſity along. 
On the banks of the ſtream they pro- 
ceeded, till a retreat preſented itſelf to 
their view; where the rocks, faſnioned 
by the hand of nature, into the form of 
a dwelling, were ſheltered and over- 
hung by trees, which twin'd their fan- 
taſtic boughs over the edge of the pre- 
Cipice, that look d toward a beautiful 
plain. The ſun aroſe; the plants and 
flowers glow'd with all the variety of 
vivid colours: light clouds which float- 
ed in the atmoſphere, were broken by: 
the hills, and loſt themſelves in a pur- 
ple haze, while the more diſtant fides. 
* of the woods, mountains . and cliffs, 
formed broad maſſes of ſhadow; re- 
heved on the prominent parts by a 
gleam of vermillion tinted light through 
the Gifferent breaks, they ſpread their 
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reflection to the river, till the landſcape 

became fainter- and fainter, and at 

length was blended with the varied 
colouring of the ſky. 


Arrived at this beautiful ſpot, the 
Genius, turning to the Hermit, faid, 
« However intricate the ways of Pro- 
vidence may ſeem; though for a time 
the righteous may be bow'd down by 
misfortunes, yet, in the end they will 
find the arm of Omnipotence extended 
to raiſe them ; the compaſſionate and 
juſt will ever be protected. Your: 
friends are fafe, and as far as my power 
extends, will continue ſo; but I muſt 
add, that their ſecurity, in a great mea- 
ſure, depends upon their reſiding in the 
boſom of the mountain, and truſting 
the guidance of their conduct ta the 


lage limael,” . 


At 


| Of CAUCASUS. 65 - 
At this the Genius diſappeared, 
- while the Hermit entered the retreat, 
and beheld, with pleafure, Amurath 
and his daughters, for whom a more 
than common intereſt had taken poſſeſ- 
fion of his mind. When the agitation, 
occaſioned by their meeting, had ſub- 
fided, and they had partook ofa repaſt, 
which the palm trees around, and the 
plain abounding 'in fruits, luxuriouſly 
fupplied, the Hermit ſaid, 


e Whatever the reaſon may be, 
that may impel Aſgar to ſeek the cap- 
tivity of Amurath, fruitleſs ſurely will 
be his attempt to diſcover this aſylum, 
ſituated as it is in the midft of rocks, 
and inacceſſible but through the nar- 
row ſtrait by which you deſcended; 
therefore the fears of Galatie and Anime 
may vaniſh ; here they will remain in 
ſecurity, while their father and myſelf 
aſcend, occaſionally, to obſerve the 


motions 
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motions of their enemies: let me 
then ſeize the preſent peaceful mo- 
ment, to entreat my friend to refume 
the ſtory of his life, which I wait impa- 
tiently to hear.“ 


— 
CHAP, viii. 
The Hiſtory of Amurath continued. 


— 


1 WAS conducted by the ladies 
through ſeveral rooms, moſt of which, 
though of large dimenſions, and elegant 
architecture, were unfurniſhed, to one, 
the walls of which were adorned with 
marble of different colours, and the 
mouldings and ceiling embelliſhed with 
fret-work, and, groteſque ornaments 

from 
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from the center of the dome hung a 
cryſtal lamp, and in four nitches, upon 
_ alabaſter pedeſtals, ſtood china vaſes, 
full of the moſt beautiful and odorife- 
rous plants and flowers; an elegant de- 
ſert of fruit, and other viands, was 
placed upon the table, when the eldeſt 
of the ladies turning to me, with a 
countenance in which beauty and be- 
nignity were blended, invited me to 
partake of their repaſt. She ſpoke, 
alas, to the deaf! the lovely Erminia 
had thrown aſide her veil, and her 
beautiful features attracted the whole 
of my attention. © Years of poſſeſſion 
have not obliterated the remembrance 
of the rapture of that moment 
months of ſeperation have not eraſed 
from my mind the impreſſion which 
the charms and virtues of the mother 
of Galatie and Anime had made on it.” 


5 In 
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In the courſe of the evening's con- 
verſation, Louiſa, her mother, intro- 


duced her hiſtory in the following 
words. 


« J was born at New Cochin, of 
Portugueſe parents, and, according to 
the cuſtom of that country, married 
very young to a European officer, 
We lived ſome time in the place of my 
nativity, although the invaſion and 
conqueſt of the ſettlement by the 
Dutch, rendered my huſband, who had 
taken an active part in the defence of 
it, obnoxious to our new maſters; and 
he was, notwithſtanding his entering 

in their fervice, treated with a harſhnefs 
and ſuſpicion, which ar laſt determined 
him to quit the country. For this 
purpoſe, ſoon after the birth of Er- 
minia, he converted all his effects into 
jewels and money, and we were upon 
the Point of ſetting out, when we were 
detained 
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detained by an order from govern- 
ment, and under pretence of our hold- 
ing improper correſpondence, my huſ- 
band was thrown into priſon, and my- 
ſelf placed in the houſe, and under the 
inſpection of an officer of the ſtate, 


The law's delay is proverbial :— 
but flow as judicial proceedings are in 
Europe, they are rapidity itſelf to 
oriental juriſprudence. Two years 
elapſed before the firſt examination 
took place ;—the ſecond was, at the 
diſtance of twelve months :—three 
years more were conſumed in ſending 
to Holland for advice; and as nothing 
appeared to criminate my huſband, 
after waiting another year, paying al- 
moſt the whole remains of our fortune 
as a fine, and hearing a long panegyric 
on the mildneſs of Aſiatic legiſlation, 
we were permitted to depart. 


ce Strip'd 
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ce Strip'd of the means of exiſtence, 
and turned into the world, you will 
imagine that we ſuffered a variety of 
hardſhips :—at length my huſband en- 
tered into the ſervice of the Raja Hapi, 
who was then the poſſeſſor of this pa- 
lace, and ſerved under him for many 
years, in the forces of the Great Mogul. 
When an unfortunate revolution at 
Delhi drove our patron into this retire- 
ment, we followed him, ſooth'd his 
forrows; and though the malignity of 
his enemies {till purſued him, continued 
with him till his death. His remains 
reſt with the duſt of the founder, who 
was, like him, baniſh'd from the court, 
in the magnificent Mauſoleum adjoin- 
ing. He, having been diveſted of the 
greateſt part of his other poſſeſſions, as 
a token of gratitude to us, for long at- 
tachment, bequeathed this wing of the 
edifice for our reſidence ; the reſt was 
occupied by his family: they have, 
CEN ſince 
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ſince that time, been ordered to court, 
through the influence. of the faction 
who purſued the Raja, and who, not 
content to bury. their revenge in his 
grave, have turn'd their malignity a- 
gainſt his unfortunate relations. As 
the long connexion. between my huſ- 
band and the Raja Hapi was known, 
he was alſo called upon to anſwer 
charges, which that circumſtance had 
cauſed to be brought againſt him. 
Several months have elapſed ſince his 
departure, and as time -rolls on, our 
anxiety increaſes, ſo that nothing but 
dread of the conſequences of the under- 
taking, ſhould we be diſcovered on our 
arrival, has hindered us from travelling 
to Delhi, in ſearch of a huſband and a 
parent. 


The tears of Erminia correſponded 
with the emotions of Louiſa ; my feel- 
ings were ſtrongly excited ; love, pity, 
ſenſibility, 
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ſenſibility, all the ſofter paſſions, were 
engaged in bewailing their misfor- 
tunes. In an inſtant I formed a reſo- 
lation, to endeavour to alleviate them, 

by taking a journey to court, in order 
to learn the ſituation of the family of 
the Raja, and particularly that of Car- 
. the father of Erminia. 


Though I formed this Ds upon the 
impulſe of the moment, yet, fearful of 
being thought too abrupt, I concealed 
it that evening; but ſo much had my 
general offers of ſervice, and the inte- 
reſt I took in their affairs, gained upon 
both the mother and daughter, that the 
elder lady propoſed I ſhould ſtay a few 
days, and offered me all the aſſiſtance 
in her power, to enable me to proſecute 
my journey to the manſion of the bene- 
volent Kouſrou. I returned her thanks 
with the moſt lively ſenſations of grati- 
tude, though nothing was further from 


ny 
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my intention, than to profit by her 
bounty. My regard for my maſter 
was loſt in the vortex of a ſuperior 
paſſion ; and the lovely form of Ermi- 
nia, was a viſion that ſeemed to flit 
before my cyes through the night. 


In the enchanting delirium which 
her preſence produced, a month ſeem- 
ed but as a moment. 


No news, during this period, was 
heard from Carloman; the anxiety of 
Louiſa, and her fair daughter, hourly 
increaſed ; when, one afternoon, ſitting 
with the latter, upon the ſteps of an 
obeliſk, under the ſhade of a cypreſs 
tree; and obſerving her emotion, as 
the converſation turned upon the mis- 
fortunes of her father, I ſaid, Lovely 
Erminia, pardon the interference which 
a deſire to repreſs the ſorrows of your 
parent and yourſelf, has, on my part, 
vol. I. E excited, 
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excited, and liſten to a deſign which I 
formed the inſtant I heard your ſtory.— 
It was juſtly faid by Louiſs, that beſides 
the difficulty and danger attendant up- 
on females in ſo long a journey, if the 
cauſe for which you viſited the capital 
was ſuſpected; and how could it be 
concealed? the end of your toil would 
be fruſtrated. For myſelf, inured to 
| hardſhip, unknown, unattended, I ſhall 
eaſily paſs without obſervation. I will 
therefore undertake to procure an ac- 
count of your father, and the Raja's 
family; and the ſatisfaction it will give 
me to be in a ſmall degree uſeful to 
ladies whom I ſo much eſteem, will 
amply compenſate any trifling inc« n- 
venience attendant upon the ſearch.” 


A flaſh of joy ſhone through the 
tear: that ſuffuſed her lovely eyes; but 
the next moment ſhe expreſſed her fear 
of t ic dangers I might incur, in tra- 

velling 
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velling through unknown and deſart 
countries, and liable to meet with hordes 
of wandering banditti. Pleaſed with 
her anxiety, which I interpreted in my 
favour, upon being joined by Louiſa, I - 
propoſed the ſame to her: and, as the 
diſtreſſed mind is ready to catch at the 
moſt tranſient gleam of hope, my ſer- 
vices were accepted; fo being fur- 
niſhed with letters and money, I ſet out 


on horſeback for the capital of the 
Mogul empire. 


Through roads ſhaded by planta- 
tions of mulberry, palm, and cypreſs 
trees; over ſandy plains, ſtrew'd with 
red ſtones, whoſe only vegetation was 
the production of large thiſtles ; thro” 
delapidated towns and forſaken vil- 
lages; after encountering many dif- 
ficulties, a more ſmiling and fertile - 
country again appeared, and I journey- 
ed on, till at length I arrived at the 
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centre of Indoſtan, and in due time en- 
tered Delhi, which was then the reſi- 
dence of the court. 


I lodged at a deny in the ſub. 
urbs, and uſed daily to repair to the 
new town, built by Chagean Abad, 
to the Bezeſtain and the Baths; bur 
could not procure that intelligence 
which was the object of my journey: 
indeed, I was obliged to make my in- 
quiries with great circumſpection, to 
avoid the jealouſy of a government, 
which I underſtood from my landlord, 
(for I had now left the caravanſary,) had 
ſpies and informers every where: 


One day, when I had, in converſa- 
tion upon public affairs, in a houſe were 
lemonade, and other cooling liquors 
were fold, aſked ſome indirect queſ- 
tions, with a view to lead the diſcourſe 
to the N 8 of the family of the 


Ra, 


or CAUCASUS, 77 


Raja, an old man, whom I had before 
frequently ſeen in the ſame place, 
where he always obſerved a profound 
ſilence, came up to me, and regarding 
me with a ſteady countenance, faid, 
« Son, follow me,” and immediately 
went out of the ſhop. | 


This addreſs, though it eſcaped the 
notice of all preſent, threw me into a 


violent palpitation ; the ideas of inform- 
ers, priſons, torture, ruſh'd at once 
into my mind, and almoſt determined 
me inſtantly to leave the city. The 
next moment, however, conſcious rec- 
titude, natural courage, and perhaps 
curioſity, prompted me to follow the 
old man, which 1 did directly, and 
found him waiting for me in the Bazar. 
Silent and flow, we walked onward, 
through many ſtreets and avenues, 
until we came to a plain, which brought 
us to the banks of the river Genna. 
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Here the Hermit interrupted Amu- 
rath, and ſaid, However great may 
be my deſire to hear the remainder of 
your adventures, I think it will be 
neceſſary to ſuſpend it for the pre- 
ſent, in order to ſet out for the cavern, 
and endeavour to learn the ſituation of 
Aſgar and the ſhips. They accord- 
ingly took leave of Galatie and Anime, 
after recommending them to the pro- 
tection of heaven, and proceeded upon 
their expedition, 


CHAP, IX. 


Is MAEL and his companion aſcend- 
ed through the winding ways, and with 
much difficulty arrived at the mouth of 

the 
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the cavern; but great was their ſur- 
priſe and aſtoniſhment, to diſcover, in 
that place, a variety of packages, which 
Amurath knew muſt have been ſaved 
from the wreck of his veſſel. 


While he was removing them, the 
Hermit ſallied forth to the precipice, 
whence he obſerved, that ſeveral per- 
ſons were employed in refitting the 
ſhips ; and from the frequent commu- 
nication between them, and thoſe in 
the tents, he judged that they were pre- 
paring to ſail. ; 

The declining ſun warned him to 
return to his friend, and they proceed- 
ed to the retreat, loaded with bundles, 
which contained cloaths and other ne- 
ceſſaries, extremely acceptable to Ga- 
latie and Anime. The next morning 
they renewed their toil, and by degrees 

4 all 
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all the effects were depoſited in the 


: 


retreat. 


—U— — —  — — - 


The bird which has been already 
mentioned, notwithſtanding the terror 
in which the daughters of Amurath, 
under the conduct of the genius of the 
mountain, had *flown to their preſent 
aſylum, had been the companion of 
Galatie: it fed from her hand, repoſed 
on her boſom, and ſeemed attached 

to her by a gratitude, which denoted 
ſuperior intelligence. 


— — 2 Ax 


As the family were now in ſome de- 
gree compoſed, and ſeemed ſecure in 
their preſent ſituation, the Hermit re- 
gulated their different employ ments. 
The firſt rays of the morning awakened 
them to their devotions; the fore part 
of the day was dedicated to the pro- 
curing and preparing ſuſtenance; the 
-afternoon to innocent amuſement, and 
> a 
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the evening breeze wafted to heaven 


the oriſons of Iſmael and Amurath, 
with che hymns of GEE 110 Anime. 


In the courſe of their aſternoon's lei- 
ſure, which the plan of the Hermit 
afforded, he took the firſt- opportunity 


to requeſt from Amurath a upeen 
of his ny: 


The Hiſtory of Amurath concluded. 


When we arrived on the banks of 
the river, the old man, turning to me, 
faid, © Son, I have often remarked an 
anxiety in you, to be informed of the 
tranſactions of the court, with a view 
to learn the fate of ſome friends or re- 
ations, for whom you intereſt yourſelf. 
'Your inexperience renders you inſen- 
ible to the perſonal dangers that may 
occur, under a government obliged to 
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have recourſe to jealouſy and activity, 
in order to reprefs the machinations of 
the rebellious Rajas and Omrahs.— 
Though now retired from public life, 
I have been long in the great world: 
place, therefore, confidence in me; 
inform me of your deſigns, and if there 
is no impropriety in them, depend up- 
on my advice and aſſiſtance.“ 


Struck with the addreſs of the ſage, 
and the benignity of his aſpect, after a 
few minutes conſideration, I diſcover- 
ed to him my buſineſs, When I men- 
tioned the fate of the Raja Hapi, 
and his relatives, his countenance un- 
derwent ſeveral changes, and his action 
expreſſed great emotion. In return 
for my confidence he informed me, 
that the Raja was the friend of his 
youth, his companion in arms, and his 
colleague in adminiſtration. He ſym- 
pathized with me, when I dwelt on the 

diſtreſs 
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diſtreſs and downfall of the family, and 
lamented the misfortunes of Carloman; 
and although he ſmiled at the ardour 
with which I ſpoke of the beauty and 
virtues of his daughter, he admired the 
attachment of the father to the relatives 


of his benefactor. 


« Meet me,” faid he, © in this place 
to-morrow ; and notwithſtanding it he 
an affair which requires ſome nicety in 
the management, I will endeavour to 
procure you intelligence concerning 
him.” 8 


We parted, and I counted the mi- 
nutes, till the time appointed by the 
benevolent old man, arrived. Slow he 
approached; a cloud ſat upon his 
brow ; the ſorrow of his countenance 
communicated the moſt diſtreſsful ſen- 
ſations to my heart, and it was ſome 
minutes before I could fay, « You 
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have either been unſucceſsful, or what 
is ſtill worſe, have diſmal tidings to 
communicate.” 


« Alas!” replied the ſage, had 1 
only been unſucceſsful, eaſy would it 
have been to have renewed the appli- 
cation: my intelligence is certain and 
fatal. The family ofthe Raja are con- 
demned to perpetual impriſonment, in 
a caſtle on the weſtern extremity of the 
Mogul dominions.” — © But Carlo- 
man?” ſaid I, with eagerneſs. —< Worn 
with anxiety and impriſonment, two 
moons ſince,” replied the ſage, he 
ended his unfortunate life! 


% Ah Louiſa! Erminia!” faid I, 
% What conſolation ſhall I be able to 
give ye? How ſhall I return to in- 
form you of this dreadful event? Will 
you not deteſt your meſſenger? Will 
you not — Here my emotion be- 

came 
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eame too ſtrong for utterance, and the 
benevolent Abudah was obliged to 
ſupport me *till we arrived at his houſe, 


Which was near the place where we 
held this converſation. 


A fever was the conſequence of my 
-anxiety and grief, and for ten days, the 
angel of death hovered over the couch 
of Amurath. 


"When I was ſufficiently recovered 
to bear the fatigue of the journey, I 
leſt the capital. Abudah ſhewed great 
Tegret at parting with me ; he ejaculated 
prayers for my protection, and loaded 
me with his bounty. The melancholy 
ſtate of my mind, and weakneſs of my 
body, increaſed the toil of travelling; 
and, as I drew near to the banks of the | 
Ganges, my diſtreſs at returning to the | 
ladies with ſuch ſorrowful tidings, re- | 
doubled. Deſponding, pale, and ema- 
4 et ciated, 
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ciated, I arrived at laſt ; but how ſhall 
I relate the effect of the fatal news 
upon the lovely Erminia, and her mo- 
ther? When the firſt guſh of paſſion 
was over, they had hope that I might 
have been deceived or miſinformed by 
Abudah: alas! that hope was but of 
ſhort duration ; too dreadfully was the 
truth confirmed in a few days, by the 
arrival of an officer from court, at the 
head of a large party of Raſpouts, who 
commanded us to leave the palace, of 
which they took immediate poſſeſſion. 
They did not ſeize the jewels and 
money of the ladies, nor what I had 
remaining of the bounty of Abudah ; 
but ſuffered us alſo to load ſome horſes 
with cloaths, and other effects. Hav- 
ing done this, we took a melancholy 
leave of a place, to which, for different 
reaſons, we each hadaſtrong gattachment; 
and, attended by three ſlaves, without 

any 
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any determination as to our future proſ- 
pects or reſidence, we journeyed on. 


Slow we were obliged to proceed, 
in conſequence of the ill health of 
Louiſa ; her delicate frame, no longer 
able to reſiſt the repeated ſhocks of 
anguiſh and misfortune with which it 
had been aſſailed, ſeemed faſt ſinking 
under a weight of woe. A fever op- 
preſſed her ſpirits, and although Ermi- 
nia and myſelf uſed our utmoſt endea- 
vours to ſooth and alleviate her grief, 
they were attended with no ſucceſs. 
The fatigue we encountered in travel- 
ling over a parched and ſandy deſert, 
overcame her, and about ſun ſet on the 
fifth day, ſhe fainted in my arms. 
Fortunately we were on the edge of 
the plain; and while the greateſt con- 
fuſion reigned among us, we were 
Joined by a Derviſe, who, pitying the 
ſituation of Louiſa, made a ſignal for 
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5 ſome of his brethren that were in ſight, 
to approach. With their aſſiſtance ſhe 
was conveyed to their convent, which 
was at no great diſtance, where, after 

lingering ſome time, and perceiving 
that her end drew near, ſhe expreſſed 
her gratitude to me in the moſt fervent 
terms her weakneſs would allow, for 
M the zeal and attachment I had manifeſt- 
| ed in her ſervice. 


ce eee ſaid ſhe, “ leave 
Erminia young and innocent, to the 
nk anxieties and diſtreſſes of a world, 
3 which, but for that conſideration, I 
*ſhould quit with pleaſure !—Let the 
laſt link of the, chain by which I am 
held to this earth, when broken from 
me, be united to you et her find 
in you a protector, a friend, a huſband: 
and dear Erminia, on whom I have 
long obſerved, that the merit of Amu- 
| rath has made an impreſſion, conſider | 
him, 
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him, in future, as the perſon to whom 
that fervent love, and ready obedience, 
which you have ever paid your parents, 
muſt be directed! May the current 
of your lives glide ſmoother than that 


of your mother's! Oh, may the darts 


of deſtiny, which now pierce my heart, 
be warded from the boſom of my 
child ! ſhe then made a ſign for me to 
withdraw, and in a ſhort time after, 
expired in the arms of her beloved 
daughter. | - 
Aſter paying the laſt mournful duties 
to the memory of Louiſa, we travelled 
on to the Engliſh ſettlements, and up- 
on our arrival at Calcutta, Erminia, 
according to the injunctions of her mo- 
ther, became my wife. Turning our 
je wels into money, we proceeded to 
Ormus, where I engaged in merchan- 
dize. In the courſe of three years af - 
ter our marriage, Galatie and Anime 
were 
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were born; and to add to my ſelicity, 
fortune ſeemed to ſmile upon all my 
mercantile undertakings. 


Having, through the inſtructions of 
Kouſrou, become acquainted with the 
manufacture of ſilk, I engaged largely 
in that branch of commerce, not only 
by means of the Perſian gulf, to India 
and Arabia, but alſo to Turkey and 
Europe. Every year my riches in- 
creaſed, as did my love for Erminia, 
and my children, whom ] placed at a 
magnificent villa which I had purchaſed 
in the country, and to which I retired, 
whenever the courſe of buſineſs afford- 
ed leiſure for that enjoyment. 


Sixteen years of happineſs had paſ- 
ſed, when returning one evening from 
a journey, great was my ſurpriſe to 
find my family in the utmoſt confuſion, 
but more, to learn that it had been 

9 occaſioned 
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' occaſioned by my daughters having, 
while walking in the garden, been car- 
ried off by ſome armed ruffians, who, 
while forcing them along, were, in their 
turn, attacked by another band, that 
reſcued and delivered "them fate into 
their mother's protection. 


I,rritated almoſt to madneſs, at this 
outrage, I immediately ſet inquiries on 
foot, and learned, that two neighbour- 
ing chiefs, Omar and Aſgar, were the 
leaders of the band of raviſhers, and 
who, inflamed by the beauty of my 
daughters, and enraged at their diſap- 
pointment, had publickly vowed ven- 
geance upon the houſe of Amurath: a 
vow which they have carried into exe- 
cution, by every means which power 
and paſſion could ſuggeſt. Spies were 
ſet to watch my dealings ;—an embar- 
go laid upon my ſhips;—my effects 
| plundered and to fill up the meaſure 
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of my woe, Erminia, who for ſome 
time had been oppreſſed with melan- 
choly, which I attributed to her feel- 
ings or the ſituation of our affairs, diſ- 
appeared, 


Every inquiry was made, and every 
means uſed, to diſcover the place of 
her concealment, but without effect. 
In the firſt emotions of my rage, I de- 
termined to take perſonal vengeance 
of the chiefs, whom I deemed the cauſe 
of my misfortunes. Then I reſolved 
to lay my ſorrows at the foot of the 
Perſian throne; but, when my paſſion 
ſubſided, I conſidered that Amurath, 
the merchant, was too weak to reſiſt 
the power of the revengeful Omrahs. 
I therefore prepared for flight. I con- 
veyed my daughters, and portable 
effects, on board a Turkiſh bark that 
lay in the harbour, intending, from the 

port to which ſhe was deſtined, to take 
| ſhipping 
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ſhipping for Europe, where 1 had be- 
fore remitted part of my fortune. 


The ſequel you are partly acquainted 
with; after a proſperous voyage of a 
few days, we were ſhipwrecked near 
the baſe of this mountain. When the 
veſſel ſtruck), by what means I reached 
the ſhore, I know not, On the re- 
covery of my ſenſes, you will con- 
ceive, and indeed have in part wit- 
neſſed, the poignant emotions of my 
ſorrow for my daughters, whom 1 128 
poſed to have periſhed. 


« We were lifted on board a ſmall 


boat,” ſaid Galatie, © by two perſons, 
who landed us in ſafety through the 
rage of contending elements, and con- 
ducted us to the place where Iſmael 
found us.“ 


„ Bleſſed, 
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« Bleſſed, for ever bleſſed,” ſaid 
Amurath, be thoſe perſons. erhaps 
the guardian angels of my virtuous 
children faved them at that dreadful 
moment!“ 


ce Cheriſh that thought,” replied 
the Hermit, © let it influence your fu- 
ture lives, and daily return thanks to 
the Omnipotent being, who hath pre- 
ſerved you through ſuch imminent 
dangers.” 


« We ſhall,” continued Amurath, 
ce never loſe ſight of the admonition of 
the ſage Iſmael, for, next to the Al- 
mighty, my thanks are due to him, 
who found me wandering up the rug- 
ged fide of the, mountain, oppreſſed 
with ſorrow, on the brink of deſpair; 
who poured the balm of comfort into 
the wounded heart of Amurath ; who 
made the joy of a parent for the reco- 


very 
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very of his offspring, flaſh from the 


eyes of the ſon pf the unfortunate Se- 
lim Benducar!” * 


c Selim Benducar !” exclaimed the 
Hermit, as he embraced Amurzth. 
Is it poſſible you can be the ſon of 
that Sclim Benducar, who was for ſome 
time Alcade of Viſapour ?”? 


« That wretched man, and his 
daughters, ſtand before you!“ 


«© Wonderful are the works of Pro- 
vidence, continued the Hermit, “ the 
decrees of Heaven, though ſevere to 
our contracted underſtandings, are cer- 
rainly juſt and merciful! the ſinner 
Iſmael ſtands here a x roof of it, whoſe 
prayers have aſcended to the thrones 
above, and to whom, in his declining 
days, an opportunity 1s given, to ſhelter 


from the rage of the ſeas, and the ſa- 


vage 
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vage brutality of mankind, the ſon and 
offspring of a long loſt, long lamented, 
brother ! may this happy hour be re- 
membered to the lateſt period of my 
exiſtence, When ſorrow oppreſſes, 
let this meeting be recalled ro my 
mind, and the idea will contribute to 
ſooth the care, and diffuſe a gleam of 
ſunſhine around the head of Iſmael.” 


THE. HERMIT 


: CHAP, X. 


Wrr the Hermit, Amurath, 
and his daughters, were congratulating 
each other upon a mecting, which, 
though it was procured by unpropiti- 
ous events, ſeemed productive of hap- 
pineſs to all parties, tacy were alarmed 
g 5 
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by the report of a cannon, which rol- 
led over their heads like a violent clap 
of thunder ;-then ſubſiding for a few 
moments, it roſe again on the right; 
44 from thence reverberating among the 
caverns on the left, rebounded from 


rock to rock, and at length died upon 
the ear. 


- 


Galatie and Anime ſtarted at every | 
echo, while ſurpriſe took poſſeſſion of | | 
Iſmael and his gueſt; as, from the | 
loudneſs of the report, they imagined | 
it muſt be nearer to the mountain than | 
the ſhips could approach ; and although 
from the intricacy of the ways through a 
the cavern to the retreat, they had great | 
reaſon to believe themſelves perfectly 
ſecure, it was determined that the Her- 
mit ſhould endeavour to diſcover the | 
cauſe of their alarm. | | 


3 He 
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He ſet out for the precipice, and 
when, from that elevated ſituation, he 
ſurveyed the ſea, found, as he had con- 
jectured, that the ſhips were removed 
from their former ſtation, and had 
drawn nearer to the mountain. While 
he ſtood anxiouſly examining them, a 
noiſe alarmed him, and turning, he 
diſcovered that he was ſurrounded by 
.armed men ; the leader of whom ad- 
dreſſed him in theſe words. 


« No harm is intended to the reve- 
rent ſage of the mountain, nor to any 
one under his protection: the Perſian 
chiefs, Omar and Aſgar, pitying the 
ſufferings of Amurath and his daught- 
ers, wait, in hopes of conveying him 
back to his dwelling, to which place, 

many reaſons combine to urge him to 
return. If you will deſcend with me 
into the plain, you will learn from their 
own mouths, that their intentions are 

f benevolent 
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benevolent toward Amurath, and in- 


nocent with _— to the young 
ladies. ”Y» 


c Can that be the caſe,” ſaid IC- 
mael, ©* when even their laſt retreat in 
the deep caverns of Caucaſus, is in- 
vaded ?—when bands of armed men 
are employed, and artillery drawn forth, 
to haraſs and diſturb the repoſe of un- 
offending virgins, and to force them 
from their natural protector!“ 


ce Strangely are you miſtaken,” re- 
plied the chief, though we are upon 
the point of ſailing, and there is an ab- 
ſolute neceſſity for the Omrahs to have 
an interview with Amurath, the cannon 
was not fired by the veſſel that lay 
neareſt the mountain, with any deſign 
to diſturb him, but merely as a ſignal 
that ſhe was ready: the amazing echo 
and reverberation, was accidental, and 


F 2 alarmed 


100 THE HERMIT 


alarmed even the mariners, who had 


wantonly pointed the piece at the 


aperture of one of the caverns on the 


ſide of the cliff; though the effect it 
has produced, is what we could have 
wiſhed in bringing you to this place, 


you will therefore go with us to the 


camp, and receive from the mouths of 
Omar and Aſgar, aſſurance of favour 
and protection on the part of Amurath 
and his daughters.“ 


Reluctant as the ſage Iſmael was to 
appear before the chiefs, reſiſtance, in 
his ſituation, was impoſſible ; he there- 
fore deſcended with the party to the 
plain, though apprehenſive that the 
fears of Amurath for his ſafety, might 
betray him into the hands of his ene- 
mies, he wiſhed much to have inform- 
ed him of what had happened. 


Darkneſs 
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Darkneſs and ſilence pervaded the 
hemiſphere, when, after a tedious 
march, they arrived at the camp. The 
chief informed Iſmael, that it would be 
impoſſible to have any communication 
with Omar and Aſgar that night. A 
ſmall tent was prepared, ſome refreſh- 
ment ſet before him, and in. a ſhort 
time he was left to his repoſe. 


Slowly, and with leaden feet, the 
children of Somnus paſſed by the couch 
of Iſmael; anxiety for the fate of Amu- 
rath and his daughters, had for ſome 
hours totally baniſhed them, when 
wearineſs of body, and oppreſſion of 
ſpirits, cauſed their return ; they ſtrew- 
ed narcotic plants over his head, and 
he ſunk into their arms. 


In that ſituation, to his mental eye, 
appeared again the genius of the moun- 
tain; he carried a horn in his hand, 

l which 
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which he ſounded in the ears of OY 


aſtoniſhed Iſmael. Rouſed by the 
noiſe, he ſtarted. 


« Ungrateful mortal! ſaid the ge- 
pius, © to doubt the protection which 
Heaven has promiſed to the innocent 
and virtuous ! Wilt thou ſtill continue 
to murmur and repine at the decrees 
of Providence ?—Look back upon thy 
own life, and be taught, that the Om- 
nipotent Being, who ſtretched forth his 
arm, and reſcued thee when on the 
verge of eternity, in the moment of 
fuicide ! — Who has protected thee 
through a length of years, and reſtored ' 
to thee thy family, will continue to 
interpoſe and ſhelter them under the 
wings of his mercy, as long as they 
ſhall deſerve it!” 


The genius retired, and left the aſto- 
niſhed Iſmael in the greateſt agitation. 
While 
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While he was endeavouring to tran- 
quillize his mind, the day broke, he left 
his tent, advanced to the plain, and 
proſtrating himſelf before the throne of 
grace in ſilent adoration, peace again 
viſited the manſions of his breaſt, and 


he waited with patience for a ſummons 
to the tent of Aſgar. 


— 4 TI 
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PART THE SECOND. 


CHAP. XI. 


Of antres vaſt, and deſarts wild, | 
Rough quarries, rocks and hills whoſe 
heads touch heav'n 
It was my hint to ſpeak, 
| SHAKESPEARE. 


Lraving the Hermit, waiting 
with calmneſs for an interview with the 
Perſian chiefs, let us turn our eyes to 
the retreat, and behold Amurath and 
his daughters a prey to the moſt cruel 
uncertainty reſpecting his fate, With 
terror 


_ 4 
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terror and diſmay, they ſaw the ſun 
decline, and liſtened to every ſound 
that echoed through the receſſes of the 
mountain. While ſome faint gleams 
of light remained, Amurath ventured 


as far as he durſt among the labyrinths 


of the caverns, and called on the name 


of Iſmael, alas, in vain! The evening 


was ſpent in conjectures upon his fate, 
and the night paſſed almoſt without 
repoſe. When they met in the morn- 


ing, the ſire informed his daughters, 
that the dread of ſome misfortune hav- 


ing befallen the benevolent. Hermit, 


had determined him to aſcend to the 
precipice in ſearch of him, and even to 
proceed further, if he could not there 
be ſatisfied of the cauſe of his detention. 


« Perhaps,” ſaid he, © the old 


man has fallen into the hands of our. 
enemies, or overcome with fatigue, or 
hurt by accident, is incapable of reach- 

F 5 ing 
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ing this place; but, whatever may have 
happened, my duty and inclination 
obliges me to afford him relief, or at- 
tempt his emancipation. For you, 
my children, though probably my ſtay 
will not be long, I part from you with 
reluctance. On no account ſtir out of 
this cavern until my return: embo- 
ſomed deep in the receſſes of the 
mountain, I think I run but little haz- 
ard in leaving you for a ſhort time 
unprotected, though no conſideration 
upon earth, but anxiety for the fate of 
Iſmael, fhould prevail with me to do 
it. May that power who makes inno- 
cence and virtue his care, ſuffer his 
guardian angel to hover over this, re- 
treat, and bleſs and protect my chil- 
dren!“ 


Neither the terror, nor the tears of 
Galatie and Anime, though his flowed 
as faſt, and mingled with the laſt em- 

brace 
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brace he gave them, could ſhake the 
determined purpoſe of Amurath. Re- 
luctantly they ſaw him depart; their 
eyes purſued him acroſs the plain, and. 
when he was out of ſight, they returned 
to the cavern. 


In the gloom and ſolitude around, 
they could find nothing ſoothing to 
their minds, when they conſidered 
_ themſelves alone and unprotected ; but 
the moment called for an exertion of | 
fortitude, and they endeavoured to rea- 
ſon themſelves into ſome compoſure. 
Anime ſat down with her book at the 
door of the retreat; and Galatie brought 
her bird, to whom ſhe. bemoaned the 
abſence of Iſmael], and her father. The 
cage was placed on. a ſtone near. the 
entrance, where, while ſhe amuſed her- 
ſelf with turning the branches of a vine, 
and bending ſome flowering ſhrubs, . 
till they met together in a_ ſmall ar- 
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bour over the habitation of her 
favourite; the bird, as if conſcious of 
her fondneſs, flew upon her hand, from 
thence to her ſhoulder, and neſtled its. 
little head againſt her cheek ; he then 
hop'd upon the buſh, where he reſted 
a few minutes, and carrol'd a note, as 
if calling his miſtreſs ;—he then took 
a flight of a few yards upon the plain ; 
Galatie, fearing ſhe ſhould loſe him, 
followed; juſt vas ſhe extended her 
arms to catch him, again he flew ; and 
in this manner, ſtopping till ſhe had 
- nearly caught him, and then taking: 
flight, ſhe was decoyed to the edge of 
the wood, before her anxiety to reco- 
ver her fugitive, gave her time to re- 
flect on the injunction of her father, or 
the ſituation of her ſiſter, Alarmed at 
this idea, ſhe reſolved to- abandon the 
purſuit, and return to the cavern with 
all poſſible ſpeed ; the bird ſtill con- 
tinued in fight ; ſhe called him once- 
more 
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more in the ſofteſt voice, and holding 
out her arms, invited him to her, till 
ſtartled by a ruſtling among the leaves, 
ſhe ſtep'd back, and found herſelf em- 


braced by a youth. She gave a ſhriek, 
and endeavoured to retreat. When 


obſerving her emotion, though ſtill re- 


taining her trembling hand, he thus 
addreſſed her. 


« Whoever thou art, whether one 
of the mountain nymphs, or the dryades 


of the woods, ſtop thy flight for one 
moment lor if a mortal, permit a 
ſtranger to inquire where you reſide? 
for ſure that lovely form is not accuſ- 
tomed to wander alone, and unprotect- 


ed, among theſe rocks and precipices. 


ſee that my ſudden appearance has 
alarmed you; but, believe me, you 


have no real cauſe for your preſent 


emotion, for if, by chance, you have 
loſt your way, entangled in the wild 


labyrinths. 
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labyrinths of the mountain, gladly ſhall 
I afford you all the protection in the 
power of one, who, compel'd by ad- 
verſe fortune to ſeek an aſylum near 
its baſe, hath endeavoured to penetrate 
the thick foliage on this weſtern ſide, 
guided only by the impulſe of curio- 
ſity.“ | 


During this ſpeech, Galatie's fears 
in ſome degree ſubſided ; ſhe obſerved: 
the ſtranger, who was dreſſed in the 
Perſian military habit; over his veſt. 
hung a ſaſh of crimſon and gold, and. 
to a girdle enriched: with jewels, was 
ſuſpended a ſuperb cimetar; his tur- 
ban was decorated with an ornament of 
cut ſteel and precious ſtones, which 
waved over his head like a feather ; 
his countenance. and figure ſeemed a. 
perfect model of manly beauty; when 
caſting a look of pleaſure on the lovely 
female before him, he continued, I 

| | was, 
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was, aſter wandering for ſome hours, 
about to return, when your angelic 
form, engaged in eager purſuit, filled 
me with ſurpriſe and admiration, and 
made me ſtop your retreat, in a man- 
ner that I am fearful you till think 
alarming.” Galatie, in reply, ſhortly 
informed him, that ſhipwreck'd on the 
adjacent coaſt, with her father and 
fiſter, they were ſheltered in a cavern, 
and protected by the benevolence of a 
Hermit; but, ſhe added, © ſome ac- 
cident has, I fear, befallen. the humane 
Iſmael, perhaps my father too, whoſe 
orders to remain in the retreat, the 


flight of my bird has induced me to- 
diſobey.“ 


While ſhe was ſaying theſe words, 
ſhe continued walking with a quick. 
pace over the plain; the ſtranger, at- 
tracted by an irreſiſtible impulſe, kept 
at her ſide : every ſtep his admiration 

increaſed, _ 
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| increaſed, The gentle gale juſt blew 


the white drapery of the maid into a 


variety of picture ſque folds, through 
the tranſparency of which the pink hue 
of her under dreſs appeared. A fillet 
confined one part of her Auburn locks, * 
tie other, which had eſcaped from 
bondage, fell in great luxuriance upon 
her ſhoulder, and half ſhaded: her lovely 
boſom ; one fide of her head was adorn- 
ed with a coronet of flowers, a prim- 
_ roſe tinted girdle, and ſandals of the 
ſame colour, compleated her dreſs: 
but from dreſs, the beauty of Galatie 
could receive no. additional ornament. 
The vermillion ſuffuſion which her 
haſte had excited upon her counte- 
nance, fled in a moment, when ſhe en- 
tered the retreat, and found it aban- 
doned by her ſiſter: ſhe burſt into 
tears, and the name of Anime reſounded 


chrough the plain. 


When 
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When. the ſtranger underſtood the 
nature of her grief, he generouſly of- 
fered to ſeek her father, her ſiſter ; to 


deſcend the mountain, and inquire the 
fate of the Hermit. 


«© Wretched girl that I am!” faid 
Galatie, „I ſhall never ſee them 
more! The youth, whoſe ſenſibility 
cauſed him to ſhare her ſorrow, joined 


her cries; and while they repeated the 


name of Anime, they heard a voice. 
At firſt they thought it the echo of the 
cavern, but in a few minutes Anime 
appeared, Galatie flew to her. Wea- 
ried with the abſence of her ſiſter, whoſe 
elopement, ſuch was her attention to 
her book, ſhe did not immediately 


diſcover, ſhe had wandered in ſearch 


of her through the intricacies of the 


woods at the back of the retreat. The 


joy of Anime at the meeting, now gave 
place tothe ſurpriſe, which the appear- 
VVV ance 
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ance of the ſtranger excited. Galatie 
perceiving her amazement, informed 
her of their encounter in the wood, 
which ſhe heard with attention and 
wonder; and though fearful of their 
father's diſpleaſure, joined in inviting 
him to partake of a repaſt of fuch 
fruits as the retreat afforded, 


_CHAP, II. 


Tar ſhadows of the oak, palm, 
and cypreſs that grew around, length- 
ened by the ſetting ſun, extended them- 
ſelves over the plain; the fears of the 
daughters of Amurath ſeemed every. 

. minute. 
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minute to increaſe ; the dread, the ſuſ- 
penſe, and anxiety that preyed upon 
their minds, were communicated to 
that of the ſtranger; his compaſſion 
led him repeatedly to offer his ſervice, 
to ſearch for the objects of their atten- 
tion; they declined his offers, and 
faintly begged him to retire. But how 
could he leave thern alone in that wild 
ſolitude, liable every moment to be 
alarmed, either by the real or viſionary 
evils of the night ?—Of his ſtay in the 
retreat, what would their father ; what 
would the Hermit think ?—Yet every 
moment as they became more alarmed, 
his preſence ſeemed the more neceſſary. 
The fame reflections paſſed in the 
minds of the fiſters, as at that time en- 
gaged the attention of the ſtranger ; 
therefore, as his intereſt for their ſafety, 
and reluQance to leave them increaſed, 
he offered to watch at the door of their 
retreat. With this propoial, they 


would 
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would by no means comply, as their 
apprehenſions of danger to themſelves, 
were much leſs than their anxiety upon 
the account of their friends. After 
much diſcuſſion, it was determined that 
he ſhould retire to the cavern which 
had been occaſionally occupied by the 
Hermit, and which, from its vicinity 
to their abode, would'give them all the 
advantages of his protection, ſhould 
circumſtances render it neceſſary. 


The youth, in conſequence of this 


arrangement, carrying with him mats 


and dried graſs, made himſelf a bed.. 
Galatie and her ſiſter, after cloſing the 


door of the retreat, endeavoured to 


ſooth their ſorrows and apprehenſions 
for the fate of their father, and the bene- 
volent Iſmacl, in the arms of ſleep; 
but alas ! with little ſucceſs on the part 
of the former, for after ſome efforts, 
to attract the drowſy god, reflection, 

upon 
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upon the events of the day, upon their 
forlorn ſituation, and on the ſingularity 
of her meeting with the ſtranger, ba- 


niſned Morpheus entirely from her 
pillow. 


Anime, nearly as reſtleſs, made her 
repeat the circumſtances of that event, 
and obſerved, that in a ſituation ſo re- 
mote from all connexion with mankind, 
it was impoſſible, without ſome inti- 
mation, he could have diſcovered 
them; at the ſame time expreſſing her 
fears, that the ardour which glowed in 
his ſpeech, when he offered his ſervice, 
and the zeal that ſeemed to animate 
him in their cauſe, it was too probable, 
were but aſſumed to cover ſome inſidi- 


ous purpoſe. 
© Galatie warmly undertook his de- 
fence. © The myſtery which clouds 
his appearance,” faid ſhe, © will, 

doubtleſs 
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doubtleſs vaniſh, when our agitation 
ſufficiently ſubfides, to queſtion him 
upon that ſubject; the reſt of your 
ſuſpicions fly before the openneſs an1 
benignity of his countenance : were his 
deſigns inimical to our virtue, or our 
peace, where was the neceſſity for thoſe 
warm proteſtations of devotion to our 
ſervice, or exertion for our defence ? 
Why ſhould he wiſh to ſeek our fa- 
ther? Would he not rather endeavour 
to perſuade us to fly from him; to 
abandon this place, and ſeek that hap- 
pineſs which is to be found in poliſhed 
nations, and elegant fociety ?” 


In this kind of diſcourſe, the night 
was paſſed by the daughters of Amu- 
rath. On the part of the ſtranger it 
was ſpent.in revolving upon the events 
of the day, particularly the meeting be- 
rween him and Galatie, Her lovely 
form was conſtantly before his eyes, 

| 6 and 
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and with his love, his fears for her 
ſafety increaſed. With the firſt ray of 
light that ſtruck upon the romantic 
brow of the oppoſite cliff, he aroſe, and 
waited with anxious expectation near 


the door of the retreat for her appear- 
ance. 


While he ſtood in this ſituation, as 
his eyes ſometimes turned upon the 
reſidence of the ſiſters, and at other 
times upon the wood ; he thought he 
diſcerned a movement between the 
trees on one fide. The progreſs that 
the ſun was making to enlighten the 
valley, was impeded by a miſt, which 
in purple volumes ſlowly aſcended 
around. The ſtranger advanced a few 
ſteps, to diſcover whether his idea, 
that perſons were lurking in the wood, 
was real or imaginary, when a ſhrill 
and diſtinct whiſtle aſſailed his ears; 
by nnn. he drew his 

cimetar, 
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cimetar, and the next moment found 
his hand arreſted, and himſelf ſurround- 
ed by a number of armed men; he 
tried to reſiſt, but alas ! reſiſtance was 
vain ! he was inſtantly diſarmed, and 
informed by the chief, that his preſent 
ſafety, and future life, depended upon 
his yielding himſelf a priſoner. At 
that inſtant, Galatie and Anime, who 
had been alarmed by the noiſe, ran 
from the retreat, and were imme- 
diately captured. They ſhrieked, and 
called upon the names of Amurath and 
Iſmael as their protectors. 


« At a conſiderable diſtance from 
this place, far out of the hearing of 
your cries, ſaid the chief, © are the 
perſons you addreſs.” —< Are they liv- 
ing?” exclaimed the ſiſters. That 
they are living, you will ſoon be 
convinced,” he replied, © and as re- 
mote from n as yourſelves: my 

buſineſs 
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buſineſs is, as ſoon as your preſent agi- 


tation ceaſes, to conduct you to them, 
as their anxiety has been greater than 
even your's, though perhaps not ſo 
well founded. I gathered from their 
lamentations, upon your forlorn con- 
dition, that they imagined you were 
alone ; their fears, undoubtedly, would 
in a great degree have ſubſided, had 
they known, that in the moſt retired 
part of the mountain, you had found a 
protector. While he ſaid this, he 
caſt his eyes upon the ſtranger, who 
ſtood indignantly filent. Not ſo 


Galatie:” ſhe exclaimed, That their 


finding a protector, though an accident 
for which ſhe could not account, was to 
be lamented, as it added another vic- 
tim to thoſe likely to ſuffer from their 
perfidy and rage ! That whatever was 
the cauſe which rendered them objects 
of purſuit, there could be none for the 
detention of the ſtranger!” 
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While the lovely maid ſaid this with 
animation, her cheeks glowed with 
bluſhes, which the chief obſerving, 
ſhortly replied, * that. with reſpe& to 
his emancipation, it would be an object 
of future inquiry; at preſent they muſt 
prepare to leave the place.” They 
accordingly aſcended through the ca- 
vern, and purſued the rugged path 
down the fide of the mountain: fre- 
quently they ſtopped to give the ladies 
time to recover their fatigue, ſo that 
the day was ſpent when oy arrived at 
the camp. 2 | 


With beating hearts the daughters 
of Amurath entered the tent that was 
prepared for them; and though ſooth- 
ed by the hope that they ſhould be re- 
ſtored to their father, yet the boſom 

of Galatie felt a pang for the fate of 
the ſtranger, who had, whenever their 
eyes met, 'during the courſe of their 

5 Journey 
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Journey down the mountain, by thoſe 
organs expreſſed his concern for her 
ſufferings, and who now was hurried to 
a diſtant part of the camp. 


Anime loſt her own fears, in her en- 
deavours to ſooth the double anxiety 
that ſeemed to prey upon the mind of 
her faſter: hour after hour ſtole away, 
in almoſt breathleſs expectation of the 
appearance of Amurath and the Her- 


mit, With the darkneſs of the night 


their emotions increaſed, and they had 
ſat ſome time in that ſtate of dejection, 
which the gloom and ſilence around 
produced, when a female ſlave entered 
the tent, bringing two'tapers; ſome men 
followed with a collation, and ſoon af- 
ter them the chief, who had led the 
band from the retreat. His manners 
ſeemed much ſoftened, and he ap- 
proached the ladies with great reſpect ; 
while they, with equal anxiety. and im- 
G 2 patience, 
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patience, inquired after their father and 
the Hermit. 


* In the morning you will ſee them,“ 
faid the chief, © my immediate buſineſs 
is from Omar and Aſgar, to inform you 
that the perſons you intereſt yourſelves 
for are well, and requeſt you to accept 
of every accommodation that this tent, 
and the preſent ſituation affords; aſ- 
ſured of reſpect and protection, may 
you repoſe in peace; and be certain, 
that if there is any thing in our power 
which can contribute to your happineſs 
and eaſe, you have only to ſpeak your 
wiſhes, that they may be gratified !” 
The heart of Galatie at that moment 
told her, that to hear no danger was to 
be apprehended on the part of the 
ſtranger, would give her pleaſure ; but, 
fearful of the conſequence of ſuch an 
intimation, ſhe only joined her ſiſter in 
coolly thanking the chief, when he re- 

ES. tired, 


* 
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tired. Soon after he took his leave, 
the daughters of Amurath, fatigued 
both in body and mind, ſought their 
couch, and at laſt ſunk into repoſe, 
encircled in each other's arms. 


CHAP, XIII, 


Daxrxn ESS and filence pervaded 
the camp of Aſgar; the chiefs and 
their ſoldiers had retired for the night ; 
not a breath of air, or the leaſt 
noiſe, diſturbed the folemnity of the 
ſcene, except the whiſpers that iſſued 
from the centinels, and the ſighs of the 


Hermit Iſmael, and his friend Amu- 
rath. 


G 3 When 
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When the latter aſcended to the 
precipice, in ſearch of the former, 
though caution guided his ſteps, it 
could avail him but little. A band of 
armed men, detach'd from the camp, 
had lurk'd for ſome time among the 
rocks and trees; they obſerved him 
leave the cavern, and ſilently following 
him, he was ſurrounded while he was 
ſtraining his eyes toward the plain, In 
his firſt emotions of grief upon his cap- 
tivity, he unwarily diſcovered the place 
in which his daughters were ſecluded, 
and fervently demanded to be brought 
to them, but without effect; they hur- 
ried him away, and only ſaid, that as 
they had by his means obtained a clue 
to the labyrinth, he would ſoon ſee 
his children again. 


The Hermit, who had, on the pre- 
ceding day, waited for a ſummons 
from the chief, when he had received it, 
. found 
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found him alone in his tent, The 
haughtineſs of demeanor that marked 
the character of Aſgar, vaniſhed before 
the venerable figure of Iſmael, who, 
with the courage which conſcious inno- 
cence always inſpires, demanded the rea- 
ſon that had induced the warriors of Per- 
ſia to traverſe ſeas and wilds fo far dif- 
tant from their native land? © A reaſon, 

he continued, it muſt certainly be of 
more weight and conſequence; than that 

which appears, for ſurely the valiant - 
chiefs, Omar and Aſgar, would not be- 
ſiege this part of the mountain, having 
no other motive than to diſturb the 
latter days of an old man, who, buried 
for near forty years in the caverns of 
Caucaſus, feeking to compenſate for a 
youth of profligacy and folly, by an age 
. of ſolitude and repentance, has long 
look'd down upon the world with pity 
and compaſſion, convinced that the 
intrigues of courts, the tyranny of mo- 
G 4 narchs, 
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narchs, the rebellion of ſubjects, the 
defire of accumulation, the triumphs 
of ambition, or the gratulations of va- 
nity, would ceaſe, could man reſtræin 
the ardour of his purſuits but a few 
moments, and aſk himſelf theſe queſ- 
tions. To what end is this luſt of 
power ? this eagerneſs for the accumu- 
lation of riches ?. this deſire of places, 
penſions and honours ? or this endea- 
vour to circumvent and outvie my 
nelghbour? the anſwer is too obvious 
for me to have occaſion to mention it.“ 


cc Was ambition, avarice, vanity, 
or any of the paſſions you have named,” 
replied Aſgar, © the cauſe of my pre- 
ſent purſuit, your lecture would be 
well timed; but it has its foundation, 
not upon any of the motives you have 
mentioned, but, upon one you have, 
perhaps, properly forgotten. Net- 
ther Omar nor myſelf wiſh, you may 
be 


= 
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be aſſured, to diſturb the ſacred ſoli- 
tude of Iſmael. Whatever were his 
reaſons for retiring from ſociety, or 
however contemptuouſly he may, from 
his elevated ſtation, look down upon 
the world, far be it from us, either to 
withdraw him from the ſecluſion in 
which he has lived, or to endeavour to 
better his opinion of mankind. His 
cell would never have been invaded, 
had he not become the protector of 
Galatie and Anime, who are the ob- 
jects of the paſſion alluded to, in the 
breaſts of Omar and Aſgar, and who 
are perhaps accomplices in the crimes 
of Amurath,—W ho are” The nieces 
of Iſmael,” replied the Hermit.“ 
4 The nieces of Iſmael?” echoed 
Aſgar.—“ Certainly ! and though you 
fay partakers of the crime of their fa- 
ther, I rather think the crime itſelf; for 
I fear it is but too obvious, that the 
beauty of the daughters hath. driven 

G 5 Erminia 
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Erminia from Ormus, and cauſed 
Amurath to fly, tempeſt toſſed upon 
our ſhores, into the woods and wilds of 
| the adjacent mountain for protection; 
| | though alas! it has been found, that 
mountains or foreſts, are but a flight 
ſecurity againſt the united paſſions of 
| luſt and revenge. Yet, let not Iſmael 
| murmur at the decrees of Providence ! 
an arm ſtronger than all the aſſembled 
forces of Perſia, ſhall, in the hour of 
diſtreſs, be extended to cruſh the op- 
preſſor, and protect the innocent !” 


While the Hermit ſpoke the laſt 
words, with an elevated voice, and dig- 
nified action, the genius of Aſgar ſhrunk 
before him. One moment the torrent 
of his paſſions ſeemed ready to burſt 
forth, and the next, his heart ſmote 
him with the truth of what he had 
heard, As this contention paſſed in 
his mind, a flave entered the tent, 

when 
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when he ordered the Hermit to with- 
draw, ſaying, he would ſoon fee him 
again. They conducted him back to 
the place where he had paſſed the pre- 
ceding night, and there, the firſt object 
that ſtruck his ſight, was Amurath. 
'The grief that clouded his countenance 
was obſerved ; the ſighs that rent his 
boſom were repeated by Iſmael: the 
hours of darkneſs were ſpent in anxiety 
- on the part of the father for the fate of 
his daughters, left in a dreary ſolitude, 
or, if taken from thence, expoſed to all 
the accidents and cruelties to which 
beauty and innocence, unprotected, are 
liable. One minute, in his mind's eye, 
he beheld them wandering from the 
mountain in ſearch of him; they ſeem-. 
ed in an immenſe deſert, exhauſted 
with fatigue ; a prey to wild beaſts, or- 
martyrs to famine, expiring in each 
other's arms. The next he ſees them 
eſcaping from the brutal fury of Omar 

G6 and 
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and Aſgar; they bound over the plain, 
their garments and lovely treſſes flying 
behind them in the wildeſt diſorder ; 
they are overtaken ;—he hears their 
ſhrieks, and ſtarting, finds that he has 
rudely graſp'd the Hermit; who ſeiz- 
ing that moment to repreſent to him 
the unmanlineſs and inefficacy of ſuch 
inordinate tranſports, faid, 


ce Think not, Amurath, that I 
would endeavour to curb, or reaſon 
away the ſenſibility of a parent. Well 
I know that a father only, can properly 
feel the terror and anxiety of your pre- 
ſent ſenſations : but although the good 
and virtuous may, for a time, be bowed 
with ſorrow to the ground; though the 
ſhafts of deſtiny may ſometimes pierce 
the boſom of innocence, yet ſeldom is 
the progeny of the righteous abandon- 
ed by Providence. The heavy hours 
that now paſs in unavailing regret, 

- would 
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would be brightened ; the load that 
oppreſſes your ſpirits, would in ſome 
degree be removed, were you to pro- 
ſtrate yourſelf before the throne of 
mercy, and recommend in fervent 
ejaculations your children, to that all- 
wiſe and all- powerful Being, who has 
| hitherto preſerved them.” While the 
Hermit ſpoke theſe words, the firſt 
beams of the ſun darted through the 
aperture of the tent. They threw ß 
themſelves upon the earth, and after an 
hour ſpent in fervent prayer, a ray of 
comfort pervaded the heart of Amu- 
rath :—the Angel of Mercy ſooth'd 
his troubled ſpirit ; his hopes revived, 
and peace dawned upon his ſoul. Iſ- 
mael perceived the alteration, and ſaid, 


« How ftrange are the workings 
of the human mind? How various its 
ſenſations ? When oppreſſed by grief, 
how apt is man to let go the only rud- 
der 
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der that can guide him into the harbour 
of ſafety ? When elate with joy, how 
ready is he to ſpread the canvaſs of ſelf 
conſequence to every gale; to defy the 
tempeſt, though he ſees it at a diſtance 
lowering in the ſky, or hears it whiſtle 
in the wind; in either extreme, he for- 
gets that there is a compaſs, which, if 
properly ſtudied, will enable him to 
ſteer clear of the rocks and quickſands 
that too frequently lurk beneath the 
ſmooth ocean of proſperity, and ſave 
his veſſel, envelop'd in the rapid eddies 
which ruſh onwards to the iti of de- 
* TT | 


As the friends were thus engaged in 
converſation, a meſſage came from the 
chiefs, that they muſt attend them in 
the tent of Aſgar. When they croſſed 
the plain, they obſerved that the peo- 
ple were buſy in ſuch preparations as 
ſeemed to indicate a ſpeedy removal; 
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the ſhips that were drawn cloſer to the 
ſhore, were unbending their fails. 
Amurath and Ifmael ſighed in uniſon, 
as they look'd toward the mountains, 
and in ſolemn ſilence followed the ſol- 
diers to the place of their deſtination. 


CHAP, XIV. 


Wir vthercd into the preſence 
of the chiefs, Amurath was informed, 
that they, having attained the object of 
their voyage, were preparing to ſail for 
the Perſian gulf: — that as ſoon as he 
was on board, Iſmael would be ſet at | 
liberty. © We have,” ſaid Aſgar, | 
te too much reſpect for the ſanctity of C | 

| 

| 

| 


his life, and the innocence of his man- 
ners, 
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ners, to wiſh to reſtrain, or ſubje& him 
to inconvenience . during his latter 
years; we take it for granted, that 
when he protected him, he was unac- 
quainted with the crimes of Amurath.” 


« The crimes of Amurath !” faid 
the latter. —<© The crimes of Amu- 
rath,“ repeated the Hermit, © the 
ſufferings of that unhappy father I have 
known and lamented, but am yet to 
learn that he has been guilty of any 
crime.” 


Then learn of me,” ſaid Aſgar, 
ſternly, that we are commiſſioned 
from the Perſian court, to ſeize the 
perſon of Amurath, the merchant, who 
ſtands accuſed of the united crimes of 
treaſon and murder!“ 


« Heavens! Is it poſſible ?”* faid 
he, that I can be the object of fuck 
a proſecu- 
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a proſecution, treaſon and murder !— 
How? By what means can a man, 
who, till the hour of his flight, never 
beſtowed attention upon any object but 
his family, and his commercial con- 
cerns, be accuſed of the former ?—Or 
one who lamented even the fall of a 
ſparrow; whoſe compaſſion extended to 
the preſervation of the ſmalleſt inſect ; 
who conſidered even the worm and the 
beetle, as wonders of mechaniſm; as 
pieces finiſhed and perfected by the 
hand of an Almighty workman, which 
it would be ſinful and preſumptuous to 
deſtroy, of the latter? 


ce What reſpe& you might have had 
for the reptile, or inſe& race,” replied 
Aſgar, I know not; that your 
crimes can be proved, I have great 
reaſon to believe ; but as we are only 
to ſeize, and not to judge you, when 
you arrive at the tribunal, to which we 
ſhall 
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ſhall conduct you, there you will re- 
ceive fuller information of * nature 
of your ee 


ce Murder! e. of murder 34 
fad Amurath, Of whom ?” 


Fc Sine you will urge us to —__ 
of your wife,” replied Omar.—The 
aſtoniſhed Amurath fell into the arms 
of the Hermit, whoſe - ſurpriſe had 
ſcarce. left him power to ſupport his 
friend. At this juncture a noiſe was 
heard, and their wonder increaſed when 
they beheld Galatie, Anime, and the 
ſtranger enter. 1 


The b and falſhood of the 
accuſation appeared now to the mind 
of Iſmael, in ſome degree unravelled; 
and while the daughters flew to their 
father, ſupported him in their arms, 
and endeavoured by every means to 
ſooth 
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ſooth his grief, he repeated to the 
aſſembled chiefs the arguments he had 
before uſed to Aſgar, and enforced 
them by others, calculated to perſuade 
them to relinquiſh their deſigns; but 
to little purpoſe was the eloquence of 
the Hermit exerted, for although they 
heard him with attention, they ſtill 
continued inexorable. l 


When the emotions of Amurath and 
his daughters had, in ſome degree ſub- 
ſided, the chiefs turned to the ſtranger, 
and Omar ſternly demanded who he 

Was? | THAT E669 


« Whol am?” faid the ſtranger, 


ce is to you immaterial ; what I am, 
you ſee, a man: at preſent your pri- 


ſoner. Thank heaven I am not like 
yourſelf, a tyrant! the fabricator of 
falſhoods ! the oppreſſor of innocence ! 

I lurk'd not, like the inſidious tyger, to 
ſeize 


6 „ „ . 
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ſeize a defenceleſs prey, nor, like the 
hyena, endeavoured, by imitating the 
cry of diſtreſs, to lure the traveller to 
deſtruction.” 


Fire flaſh'd from the eyes of Omar, 
at this inſinuation.— “ Wretch !” ſaid 
he, © you will be deceived if you 
think to brave, or turn aſide our ven- 
geance, by high ſounding words ;— 
from what place you came, or why you 
lurk'd in the ſurrounding woods, I 
ſhall not now inquire : perhaps you 
will be more explicit, when I inform 
you, that your ſteps were watched 
long before your meeting with Galatie ! 
whether her preſence has converted the 
lurking wanderer into a hero; whether 
that hero derives courage from the 


- glances ſhe now ſhoots at him, is beſt 
known to himſelf.” 


55 Could 
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dee Could any thing add to the con- 
tempt I feel for Omar, retorted the 
ſtranger, © it would be his laſt in- 
ſinuation ! the glances of Galatie are 
probably thoſe of compaſſion ; but 
however I might delight in her regard, 
J want not the animation of her eyes to 
ſtimulate me to ſtand forth the ſcourge 
of tyranny and oppreſſion, and even, 
unarmed, to ſpurn the man who dares 
to violate the laws which bind the Per- 
ſians to ſuccour the helpleſs, and pro- 
tect the priſoner.” —Saying this, he 

flew at Omar; the daughters of 
Amurath ſhriek'd; the ſoldiers ruſh'd 
into the tent: but before they reach'd 
the place, he had wrench'd the ſword 
from the hand of the chief, and oppo- 
ſing himſelf to the hoſt, while he pro- 
tected Galatie, who had ſtep'd forward, 
as if to ſecond his efforts, he dealt his 
blows around with ſuch fury, as aſto- 
niſhed and repreſſed the ardour of the 


men 
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men who had flown to aſſiſt their 


The confuſion that reigned within 
was increaſed, and the cries of Aſgar, 
who endeavoured to animate his troop, 
were now drowned in the uproar that 
raged without. The ſounds of trum- 
pets were ſucceeded by the diſcharge 
of muſketry, and the claſhing of arms. 
One minute brought the combatants to 
the tent, the next the ſides of it were 
torn down, and the Hermit, Amurath, 
and his daughters, were ſurrounded by 
the conquering bands. The party of 
Aſgar retreated, carrying off the 
wounded Omar ; the ſtranger purſued 
them to their ſhips; but, as he was 
more bent upon reſcue than vengeance, 
he ſuffered them to get on board, and 
- returned in triumph to his friends, 


Warm 


© — 
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Warm and glowing from the fight, 
and encircled by his deliverers, whom 
it now appeared were his companions 
in arms, the ſtranger ſtood in the 
midſt of the tent. His animated looks 
ſeemed ſtrongly expreſſive of the plea- 
ſure he felt, at having defeated the 
enemies of Galatie and her family. He 
laid the ſword of Omar at her feet, and, 
kneeling, congratulated her upon their 
| deliverance. The thanks to which her 
tongue denied utterance, beamed from 
her eyes, and reached the heart of the 
hero. To Amurath, the Hermit, and 
Anime, he alſo paid his reſpects, while 
they gazed at him with admiration, as, 
from the vivacity of his countenance, 
and elegance of his form, he ſeemed 
more than human. 


When the emotions which a change 
of circumſtances ſo unexpected had 
produced, were in ſome meaſure calm- 


ed, 
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ed, it was propoſed by Iſmael that 
they ſhould aſcend the mountain, and 
under the protection of the ſtranger 
and his friends, return to their former 
habitation, until they could reſolve 
what courſe to purſue, The day was 
too far ſpent to begin the journey ; the 
tents of Omar and Aſgar ſtill remained, 
and in them it was determined they 
ſhould paſs the night. The ſhips had 
not yet got under ſail, though prepara- 
tions ſeemed to be making on board 
for their departure. Guards were 
therefore properly ſtationed, and the 
party retired to reſt, after partaking of 


a collation, which had been prepared 
for the fugitives, | 


EHAP, 


@F CAUCASUS. 145 


CHAP, XV. 


TE next morning the company 

obſerved, with pleaſure, that the ſhips 
had left the coaſt, and from a riſing 
ground they diſcerned them under fail, 
at a conſiderable diſtance. The ſtran- 
ger ordered the tents to be ſtruck, and 
by flow and eaſy journeys, they aſcend- 
ed the mountain. Amurath and his 
daughters once more took poſſeſſion of 
their retreat, the Hermit of his cavern, 
and the protecting band, under the 


command of the ſtranger, encamped 
upon the plain, 
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When they firſt arrived, they poured 
forth their thanks to heaven for their 
fafety, arid to the ſoldiers for their 
timely interpoſition.— To us,” one 
of the chiefs replied, © no thanks are 
due; encamped in this neighbourhood, 
and under circumſtances which will 
ſoon be explained, our commander, 
who had frequently wandered from the 
tents, at length totally diſappeared : 
the confuſion this event cauſed in our 
little troop, is ſcarcely to be expreſſed ; 
parties were ſent out to different parts 
of the mountain, one of which, in the 
courſe of their ſearch, arrived at 
the precipice, whence they diſcerned 
the ſhips and encampment beneath, 
By a ſignal our men were collected to- 
gether, and marched directly towards 
the plain ; the conſequence of our arri- 
val you know ; doubly and trebly hap- 
py are we, that by our exertions, not 
only the life of our chief was, in all 

probability, 
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probability, ſaved, beauty and inno- 
cence preſerved, and ſanctity reſcued 


from the gripe of oppreſſion, but, that 


all this was.done without any material 


effuſion of the blood even of our ene- 


mies.” The ſtranger embraced his 
fellow ſoldiers ; wing'd with peace and 
pleaſure, the hours flew ſwiftly away: the 
Hermit and Amurath blended devotion 
and inſtruction with their diſcourſes ; 
Galatie and her ſiſter, under the pro- 
tection of a ſmall party of their new- 
found friends, wandered through the 


woods, explor'd the grotto's, and trac'd 


the ſtreams, that deſcended from the 
ſides of the mountain. 


In one of theſe excurſions, they en- 
tered a cavern by a ſmall aperture, but 
were agreeably ſurpriſed, when they 


found it led to a large hall, formed by 


nature in the rock, the ſides of which 
were adorned with cryſtals, ſpars, and 
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other incruſtations ;- the roof was ſup- . 
ported by columns of the ſame mate- 
rials, and large ſtones which had grown 
into various forms, ſeemed placed like 
furniture 4n this apartment. Several 
openings were to be obſerved near the 
top, through which the ſolar beams 
darting upon the ores and ſpars, lapis 
lazuli, and mundics, were reflected and 
refracted in a variety of forms and di- 
rections; the brilliancy which they 
threw around, was agreeably broken and 
ſoftened by feſtoons of clinging plants 
and flowers, that hung like curtains 
over the pillars and part of the walls, 


The company gaz d for ſome time, loſt 
in ſilent admiration ; after which, they 
explored the receſſes of this maſter- 
piece of nature's architecture; and fo 
much were they enchanted with it, 
that they reſolved to viſit it daily. 
Returning to the retreat, they inform- 

ed 


I 
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ed Iſmael and Amurath of their diſ- 
covery, and in a ſhort time it became 
the place in which they conſtantly 
aſſembled. The books of the ladies, 
and an inſtrument which Galatie, with 
the aſſiſtance of the ſtranger, had 
formed, to imitate a harp, were brought 
thither ; ſhe ſung, and the dulcet ſound 
of her voice floated in the air, till loſt 
in the diſtant. echo's, 


In this temple of tranquillity, the 
Hermit and his friends were ſitting, 
when the converſation took a turn, 
which gave the ſtranger an opportu- 
nity to requeſt the gratification of a 
curioſity, which had long been excited, 
namely, that of knowing by what 
means the reſpectable Amurath, and 
his lovely daughters, came into a ſitua- 
tion ſo far ſecluded from mankind, and 
ſo environed with dangers, as that in 
which he found them. The Hermit. 

H 3 had 
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had already ſhortly mentioned his part 
of the ſtory, and Amurath continued it 
to their appearance in the tent of Aſ- 
gar. When the loſs of his wife, ac- 
companied by the accuſation of having 
been her murderer, roſe in his mind, 
unable to proceed, he threw himſelf 


into the arms of his daughters, and 
burſt into tears. | 


To turn the attention of the father 
from his own forrows, Iſmael deſired 
that the ſtranger would, in requital for 
their confidence, inform them of the 
ſtory of his life, and account for the 
means by which he had been led to the 
diſcovery of Galatie in the wood. To 
which he replied, © The events of my 
life I have hitherto deemed few and 
trivial, but, if they afford an hour's 
amuſement to the ſage Iſmael, Amu- 
rath, and his fair daughters, I ſhall no 
longer think them ſo, therefore, I glad- 


1 ly 
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ly ſeize the preſent moment to inform 
them of what they are ſo deſirous to 
know, and recite 


The Hiſtory of a Stranger. 


CHAP, XVI. 


1 WAS born at Iſpahan, of parents 
who maintained a conſiderable rank a- 
mong the Perſian nobility. The firſt 
years of my childhood I paſs over, as 
too unimportant to attract your atten- 
tion, My education was entruſted to 
a tutor of the name of Scheick Ziman ; 
under his inſtruction I made a conſider- 
able progreſs in the ſeveral branches of 
oriental learning; and having very 

H 4 early 
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early diſcovered a ſtrong inclination for 
a military life, my father, although he 
would rather have procured me an em- 
ployment 1n the ſtate, or the Perſian 
court, at length, overcome by my en- 
treates, yielded, He obtained a com- 
miſſion for me, and I was ſent to join. 
the army, at that time employed to. 
guard the frontiers againſt the inroads 
of the T artars, 


It would be uſeleſs to deſcribe the 
various events of ſo deſultory a war, 
which however terminated in the total 
defeat of our enemies ; and when I re- 
turned to the capital, my ſhare in the 
numerous victories we had obtained, 
was ſo ſtrongly repreſented to the 
Grand Vizier, that he introduced me 
to the Sophy, as a young officer of 
great merit. I was made an Omrah, 
and ſoon after ſent, with a large and 
choſen army, to check the progreſs of 
e the 
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the Uſbecks, on the coaſt of the Cal- 
Pian Sea. 


« Previous to my ſetting out upon 
this expedition, a youth of the name 
of Haly, the ſon of Kouli Negif, who 
was the favourite of the Emperor, 
petitioned to make his firſt campaign 
under my auſpices ; to which, happy 


in acquiring ſuch a friend and com- | 


panion in- arms, I gladly conſented. 
We left Iſpahan in great ſpirits, but as 
our way lay along red and ſandy de- 
ſerts, where the heat was intenſe, our. 
progreſs was flow ; and when we arri- 
ved in a more fertile country,. the. re- 
freſhment required by the men, obliged. 
us frequently to halt. We choſe the. 
pleaſanteſt ſpots that offered for our 
encampment,. and where there was 
plenty of food and water for our horſes 
and camels ; we ſometimes ſtopped for. 
two or three days. 

Hs In 
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ce In the early part of our march, 
ſuch was the pleafure I took in the 
friendſhip of Haly, that we were inſe- 
perable : with regret I obſerved, that 
the further we proceeded, the more 
that friendſhip ſeemed to cool. Haly 
endeavoured induſtriouſly to ſhun me, 
Piqued at his behaviour, ſome days 
paſſed, in which I equally neglected 
him, and indeed had reſolved to take 
no further notice of the capricious 
young officer, than my ſituation obliged 
me. In purſuance of this reſolution, I 
fought other ſociety. One evening, 
when after a tedious march, I had re- 
tired to my tent, an attendant ſlave in- 
formed me, that Haly devoted all his 
leiſure to a youth who had for ſome 
time followed the army; that he had 
arrived about the period, when I had 
firſt perceived my friend flacken his 
attention to me. It was impoſſible for 
' a general to ſuffer the intruſion of a 
perſon, 
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perſon, ſuch as he was deſcribed to me, 
who kept rather aloof from the army, 
and met Haly in ſecret, to paſs unno- 
ticed; therefore, the next time I had 
intimation of their being together, I 
ordered a guard to bring them into my 
preſence. 


« Haly might, from the elegance of 
his form, and the beauty of his counte- 
nance, have been called the Perſian 
Antinous ;—judge, then, my ſurpriſe, 
when the ſtranger ſtep'd forward, and 
diſcovered a ſhape and face, as much 
ſurpaſſing my friend, as his did thoſe of 
other men. His robe was of white 
muſlin, ſpotted with gold, which, 
thrown over a green ſilk veſt, and 
tied with a crimſon embroidered ſaſh, 
diſplayed to the greateſt advantage, a 
figure the moſt perfect; his head was 
adorned with a ſmall turban, ornament- 
ed with a creſcent of diamonds, from 
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which a plume of oſtrich feathers way'd} 
in front; his hair, not confined, as is 
the cuſtom of the Perſian ſoldiery, 
flow'd in ' profuſe ringlets over his 
ſhoulders, which were croſs'd by a. 
diamond girdle, to which was ſuſpend- 
ed a magnificent cimetar. 


c The appearance of the youth ſtruck 
me with amazement, and almoſt invo- 
luntarily I cried, © I forgive Haly for- 


his neglect of my friendſhip, and his. 
military duty, ſince the perſon who is 


the cauſe of it, ſeems to have ſuch ſu- 
perior claims.” 


On the contrary,” ſaid the youth, 


*« the generous Selim ought rather to 


transfer his vengeance from Haly, to. 


one, who has been folely the motive- 


which hath induced him for ſome time 
to appear, what in reality he was not 
for one moment, ungrateful for the. 

. favours 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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favours beſtowed upon him. A friend- 
ſhip formed in the carlieſt part of our 
lives, was, I freely confeſs, my induce- 
ment to follow him: and as from my 
youth and inexperience, I had no hopes 
of obtaining my father's conſent, my. 
regret at loſing my friend, and defire 
to ſee that world, from which I had 
been in a great meaſure ſecluded, have 
led me to riſk parental diſpleaſure, by 
ſecretly: with-drawing, from his pro- 
tection. I have, with a few attend- 
ants, followed the track of the army, 
and being ata diſtance, which I hope 
ſecures me from purſuit, I have only 
to requeſt that I may be allowed to 
ſhare the fortunes of Selim and Haly.” 


* The latter joined in this peti- 
tion, which Lgranted, but at the ſame 
time defired to be informed of the 
name of the father of the noble youth.“ 
Haly anſwered, © the name of the fa- 


ther 
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ther of Aladin, is neither unknown to 
Selim, nor the world, but as I have 
weighty reaſons to defer announcing it, 
*till we reach the borders of the Caſ- 
ptan ſea, I hope e Say no 
more, my friend!“ I replied, inter- 
rupting him, © though a veil of myf- 
tery hangs over your preſent conduct, 
fo thoroughly am I convinced of your 
honour, and ſo much am I prepoſſeſſ- 


ed in his favour, by the appearance of 


Aladin, that I take you both to my 
heart.“ — © Permit me,” ſaid I, ad- 
_ dreſling the latter, to ſhare with Haly 
your friendſhip, till you ſhall judge me 
worthy of your full confidence, for 
which I ſhall reſpe&fully wait to the 
time when you may think proper to 
truſt me with it,” J could perceive 
Aladin bluſh at this ſpeech, and when 
I embraced him, he ſeemed in ſome 
confuſion, and immediately retired with 
his friend. 

« We 
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« We continued our march ſeveral 
days, and were in expectation of ſoon 
arriving at the place of our deſtination; 
when one morning, ſome of the horſe- 
men, who hovered in ſmall parties up- 
on the wings of the army, rode up to 
the center ſquadron, at the head of 
which I was, and faid, that from the 
clouds of duſt which aroſe at a con- 
fiderable diſtance, they conceived an 
enemy to be approaching: though, 
from the ſituation of the place, I could 
not be of their opinion, I directly turn- 
ed my horſe toward the ſpot to which 
they pointed, reſolved to. reconnoitre. 
The troops, which were mounted upon 
fleet Arabian courſers, had gained con- 
ſiderably upon the army, but did not 
ſeem to conſiſt of more than five or 
fix hundred men. Aſtoniſhed at the 
temerity with which they ruſhed for- 
ward, I was much more ſo, when they 
diſplayed the Ferſian banner. I now, 


convinced 
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convinced that they were friends, rode 


to meet them, when the chief, ſur- 
rounding with his detachment the few 
that accompanied me, ſhewed the fir- 
man of the Sophiz and ordered me to 
be taken into cuſtody directly. 


© Though I was ignorant of the 
crime laid to my charge, yet, as it was 
impoſſible to diſpute the mandate, I 
delivered up my cimetar, and the army 
law their General brought to them a 
priſoner. | | 


„ Was I merely to fay, I had the 
good fortune to be beloved by my ſol- 
diers, the expreſſion would, by my 
friends, be conſidered as too cold: in 
fact, I was. adored !—the Vizier, for 
it was him that commanded the party, 
was, as ſoon as the army was appriſed 
of my capture, in his turn ſurrounded, 
and taken priſoner, As his detach- 

ment 
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ment was ſmall, and few of thoſe under 
my command joined them, the con- 
fuſion and the murmurs of my men, 
at the indignity I had ſuffered, hourly 
increaſed, until, at length, it was abſo- 
lately neceſſary that I ſhould appear, 
to appeaſe the tumult. I therefore 
came amongſt them, and repreſented 
the injury they did both to me and to 
themſelves, by their refractory con- 
duct. I enforced, with all the energy 
of which I was capable, the obligation 
they were under to receive the firman 
of the Sophi, with devotion and obe- 
dience, and treat the perſon of the 
miniſter, who came as a repreſentative 
of that monarch, with reſpect. My 
perſuaſions had weight with them, and 
order was reſtored. 


% When the Vizier came to my 
tent, he informed me that he was com- 
miſſioned to conduct me to Iſpahan 
| hut. 
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but previous to that, he commanded 
me to diſcover what fate had attended 
the Princeſs, who had diſappeared from 
the Seraglio ſoon after the march of the 
troops, and, as they had undoubted in- 
formation, had followed me to the 
army.—Aſtoniſhed at this intelligence, 
I haſtily demanded what Princeſs ?— 
Semira, coolly replied the Vizier, the 
favourite daughter of the Sophi. At 
that moment my fufpicions were con- 
firmed, and, with the utmoſt impa- 
tience, I commanded Haly and Aladin 
to be ſent for. The officer that went 
ta ſearch of them, returned with terror 
in his looks, and ſaid, that they were 
not to be found. I made the Vizier 
acquainted with their ſtory, and troops 
were diſpatched different ways in purſuit 
of them. In the mean time, another 
Baſſa was appointed to command the 
army, and a ſtrong guard ordered to 
conduct me to the capital, | 
N We 
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re We had travelled ſeveral days, and 
ſo inattentive were the ſoldiers to the 
care of their charge, that many oppor- 
tunities had offered, in which I might 
have made my eſcape ; but ſupported 
by conſcious innocence, I was deter- 
mined to brave the ſtorm that threaten- 
ed me at court. In this reſolution I 
continued, *till a horſeman, who had 
attended me cloſely for ſome time, 
one morning put a paper into my hand, 
which contained the following words. 


e However ſecure Selim may be 
in the integrity of his own heart, a 
friend adviſes him not to truſt entirely 
to that; the Sophi is irritated againſt 
him; the Vizier determined upon his 
deſtruction. If he does not oppoſe his 
own emancipation, this night he ſhall 
be reſcued from the tyranny. of the one, 
and the machinations of the other.” 


« When 
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ce When 1 had read this billet, I 
pondered ſome time upon its contents, 
and conſidering that innocence is not. 
always a ſecurity againſt power, jea- 
louſy, and falſhood, I reſolved to ſeize 
the offered freedom, and leave to time 


the clearing up the aſperſions upon my: 
character. 


« The evening came, darkneſs had 
envelop'd the camp, when my tent 
was ſurrounded by an armed band, 
who carried me off, after a feeble re- 
ſiſtanee on the part of my guards. 
We rode through the whole of the 
night with equal celerity and filence :. 
the dawn of the morning avertook us 
as we came to a wood; I looked a- 
round, and obſerved with pleaſure, 
that I was in the midſt of my friends. 
Ruſtan, the chief of the band, thus ad- 
dreſſed me. Pardon us, Selim, if 
the concern which we have felt for 

| your 
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your fate, which from private informa- 
tion, we underſtood, would be deter- 

mined, as ſoon as you ſhould arrive at 
Iſpahan, hath induced us to quit the 
army, and reſcue you from the guards 
that were conducting you to ſlaughter. 
Time will undoubtedly allay the anger 
of the Sophi, and do your character 
juſtice; the hour may arrive, when our 
deſertion may not only appear an act 
of friendſhip to you, but of loyalty to 
him, as it may ſave him from the 
crimes of ingratitude and murder. In 
the mean while, as ſearch will certainly 
be made for us, we muſt endeavour to 
elude it, in the woods and wilds of 

Caucaſus. I vill conduct you thither, 
and in that retreat we may live, till 
ſome change of affairs either promiſes 
to reſtore us to favour, or baniſhes us 
for ever from the Perſian Empire.” 


« Though 
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e Though I would have rather re- 
turned to court, and faced my enemies, 
1 ſuffered myſelf to be overcome by 
the repreſentation of Ruſtan. We re- 
treated to the ſkirts of this mountain, 
and in the woods and caverns at the 
foot of it, concealed ourſelves : the 
chace, in ſome degree, ſupplied us with 
food; what other neceſſaries we want- 
ed, were procured from an adjacent 
village. In my hours of relaxation, 
fond of ſolitude, of exploring the beau- 
ties of nature, I frequently wandered 
to a conſiderable diſtance from the huts 
of my companions. In one of theſe 
excurſions, amidſt rocks, torrents, and 
all the variety of tremenduous ſcenery, 
with which this country abounds, I was 
ſtruck with the appearance of a large 
chaſm in the ſide of one part of the 
mountain, which ſeemed as if rent 
aſunder in ſome violent convulſion of 
nature. The palms, the cypreſs trees, 
6 and 
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and the pines, had fallen with the 
ſtones, and formed a rude kind of arch, 
while their bare and ſtraggling roots 
ſhooting between them in every direc- 
tion, ſerved the purpoſe of , ſteps. 
Curioſity, or ſome impulſe, for which 
I cannot account, made me reſolve to 
explore the depth of this immenſe 
aperture. With caution I proceeded 
through avenues and receſſes, in which 
the rocks and trees that over-hung the 
top, rendered the way ſcarcely viſible; 
large maſles of ſtone impeded my pro- 


greſs in ſome parts, in others rivulets of 
water. 


The further I advanced, the more 
my difficulties ſeemed to increaſe ; fa- 
tigued and diſpirited, I ſunk upon a 
uuf, and had almoſt determined to re- 
turn, when a ray of light darted acroſs 
the gloom of the cavern; I made to- 
wards it, and diſcovered that it was a 


ſmall 
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ſmall opening in the ſide of the rock. 

Glad, once more to behold the face of 
day, I deſcended, and found a path 
which led to the wood on the other 
ſide of this plain. The meeting be- 
twixt Galatie and myſelf, you already 
know, therefore, nothing remains for 
me to add, but that my companions, 
alarmed at my abſence, reſolved to pe- 
netrate into the deep receſſes of the 
caves in ſearch of me. By the track 
which I had purſued, they arrived at 
the precipice, from which place, ob- 
ſerving the tents of Omar and Aſgar, 
they deſcended into the plain, and hap- 
pily reach'd them in time, to ſave us 


from the captivity which ſeemed to 
await us. "0 


CHAP, 
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CHAP, XVII. 


WIEN Selim had finiſhed his nar- 
ration, which was heard with different 
emotions, by the Hermit, Amurath, 
and his daughters; as at preſent peace 
reigned in their little community, he 
propoſed, that they ſhould leave that 
part of the mountain, and joining his 
band, travel upon the camels and 
horſes, which they had left in the plain, 
to ſome town further remote from the 
Perſian dominions, where, turning their 
Jewels and other valuables, which had 
been ſaved from the wreck, and re- 
covered among the ſpoils of Aſgar's 
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camp, into money, they might wait 
with patience, either until a revolution 
in their fortune gave them an oppor- 
tunity to return to their country, or 
enabled them to ſeek a more agreeable 


aſylum. 
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To this arrangement, an objection 
was made by Amurath, as he could not 
think of retiring to any diſtance from 
Perſia, loaded as he was with obloquy. 
e For my own ſafety,” faid he, “1 
have no fears, and rather than bear the 
imputation of crimes, of which it was 
impoſſible that I could be guilty, I 
would, did not my conſideration for 
the fate of my daughters deter me, ap- 
pear perſonally before the Divan, and 


demand to be confronted by my 
accuſers.”'' — © Hold,” ſaid Iſmael, 


ce though by long habit ſolitude has 
become, to me, the moſt agreeable 


mode of lite, and I am deren d 
never, 
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never, willingly, to mingle again with 
the world ; yet, the connexions I have 
diſcovered, and the friends who are 
now around me, have, in idea, drawn 
me nearer to mankind, and in ſome 
degree joined the thread which I had 
imagined for ever broken ; I now find 
that I have cares and anxieties which 
extend far beyond my cell. I muſt 
therefore, ſon Amurath, combar your 
wild and viſionary ſcheme of preſent- 
ing yourſelf before the Divan, and de- 
manding juſtice. Though your words 
are the words of truth, and your impa- 


tience under obloquy and falſe accuſa- 


tion, ſpeak rectitude of mind and con- 
ſcious innocence, yet, conſider the 
motives, the weight, and power of your 
enemies, and then tell me, are mankind 
in general, and the Perſians in parti- 
cular, reformed ?—Are the courts of 
judicature purified ?—Is the poor man 
heard with as much attention as his 
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opulent opponent ?—Are cauſes de- 
cided as ſpeedy, and at as ſmall an ex- 
pence as poſſible, ſo that a man may 
try to clear his fame, without ruining 
his fortune in the experiment ? If theſe 
things are ſo, proceed directly to Iſpa- 
han, and ſurrender yourſelf to the 
Cadi :—bur if, on the contrary, juſtice, 
though blind, is able to diſtinguiſh the 
wealthy from the poor ſuitor at her 
ſhrine :—if, notwithſtanding, the foun- 
tain of law is pure, the ſtreams are fre- 
quently polluted ; — if thoſe oracles, 
upen whom we depend, ſeem more in- 
clined to delay than to decide, to con- 
vict than to acquit, by no means in the 
heat of the preſent moment, with the 
outragious chiefs, the prejudices and 
paſſions of the court againſt you, ſur- 
render yourſelf into their hands. The 
inactive life you muſt lead upon this 
mountain, ill ſuited to your meridian 
years, and by no means calculated to 

procure 
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procure an oblivion. to your ſorrows ; 
with the inconvenience that muſt attend 
the tender frames of your daughters, 
if they paſs the winter, immerſed in the 
ſnows of Caucaſus, induces me to coin- 
cide with the idea of Selim, and with 
you to remove to a place, where you 
may engage in ſome uſeful occupation, 
and enjoy the comforts and advantages 
of ſociety, more adapted to the ages of 
Galatie and her ſiſter, than any which 
theſe rude ſcenes can afford.” 


The pleaſure of Selim at the coin- 
cidence of the Hermit with his opi- 
nion, was marked upon his counte- 
nance, when he aroſe to follow the 
daughters of Amurath, who had juſt 
left the company. He overtook them 
as they were croſſing the plain: they 
ſtop'd to remark the pictureſque effect 
of the caſcade, which ruſhing with im-- 
petuous force over a precipice, daſhed. 

FR from 
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- from rock to rock, until its waters ap- 

peared a white foam, through which 
ſhrubs, and aquatic plants, ſeemed to 
have forced their way; their varied 
greens were ſoftened by a miſt, which 
riſing from the waves, and ſpreading 
into the atmoſphere, attracted the rays 
of the ſun, and formed a double rain- 
bow, whoſe colours mingling with the 
tints of the ſky, were melted into the 
acrial perſpective. 


« Charming Galatie,” faid Selim, 
« you ſeem loſt in admitation of the 
landſcape before us; and though your 
attention to the romantic ſcenery of 
this recluſe ſituation, is a ſtrong trait of 
an elegant and well regulated mind, 
you will not, I hope, from the diſcourſe 
I have juſt had with the ſage Iſmael, 
think hardly of me for wiſhing to with- 
draw one of the lovelieſt of the works 

of nature, from the pleaſure ſhe ſeems 
| to 
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to take in contemplating beauties infe- 
rior to her own; for however pleaſing 
theſe rocks and wilds, may for a time 
appear, ſurely neither yourſelf nor 
ſiſter, can obje to leaving them, and 
returning to that ſociety, which both 
are ſo formed to embelliſh and adorn.” 


ce So far from wiſhing to return to 
the world,” replied Galatie, * the 
misfortunes of A murath, the loſs of my 
mother, and the perfidy of mankind, 
have given me a diſguſt to it, while 
the example of Iſmael has increaſed my 
deſire for ſecluſion, What are the ad- 
vantages attendant upon Perſian wo- 
men, even in the moſt populous cities? 
Are they not conſidered as an inferior 
race of beings, the toys of an idle hour? 
immured in Harams, are they not, when 
they become - wives, diſtinguiſhed as 
being, perhaps, the moſt of all the 
train of female ſlaves, ſubjected to the 
By 27 5 caprice 
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caprice of a lordly maſter ?—Do not 
the walls, and double gates of a Serag- 
lio, divide us far more effectually from 
the world, than the ramparts which na- 
ture hath raiſed around this plain?“ 


* 


« To the interrogatories of Gala- 
tie,” ſaid Selim, „ can only bow 
acquieſcence ; that things are ſo is cer- 
tain; but, though born a Perſian, and 
taught to hold the manners of my 
country in reſpect, I have, ever ſince 


the age of reflection, conſidered your 
ſex as injured by the little eſtimation 
in which their mental endowments are 
held in the eaſt ;—yet, I have read, 
that in countries far remote from the 
doctrines of Mahomet, or the laws of 
Brama; in countries where the mild 
influence of Chriſtianity has given to 
all human creatures the rights they 
ought to hold in ſociety, unfettered by 
any dictates but thoſe of reaſon, reli- 
88 gion 
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gion and virtue, exceptions there are 
in the lives and actions of ſome of the 
natives, to the rules and precepts gene- 
rally promulgated. If in Chriſtendom 
ſome avail themſelves of our licentious 
example, may not a Perſian, by the 
ſame mode of reaſoning, be induced to 
follow their general one, which has 
virtue and principle for its baſis.” 


© With reſpect to the union of 
hearts, plighting their faith, and pre- 
ſerving a conſtancy to one object,“ 
laid Galatie, I fear, although my 
father is an inſtance, there are, among 


our countrymen, few others to be 
found.“ 


Feet,“ replied Selim, with ani- 

mation, * there 1s one other that would 
gladly follow the example of the reſpec- 
table Amurath: who, from the firſt. 
hour in which he beheld Galatie, in his 


1 5 own. 
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own mind, made the vow ſhe has 
mentioned ; who, though then ſtruck 
with her lovely form, has been daily 
more and more captivated with her 
mental endowments, and, who now 
kneeling at her feet, and breathing the 
ſoft and tender accents which his paſ- 
ſion inſpires, repeats that one is Selim.“ 


While the young Perſian poured 
forth the torrent of love that had long 
been collecting in his heart, the coun- 
tenance of Galatie underwent a variety 
of ſuffuſions: trembling, fluttering, 
pale and red, by turns; when he threw 
himſelf at her feet, ſhe gave a faint 
cry, which reach'd the ears of Anime, 
then at a little diſtance ; ſhe flew to 
ſupport her ſiſter, who, gathering cou- 
rage from her preſence, replied, Per- 
haps the vanity of Galatie, in judging 
and cenſuring the actions of others, 
was to be puniſhed by this declaration 
3 of 
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of Selim's, or elſe, ſurely, from the 
generoſity that marks his character, 
and the benignity which attends all his 
words and actions, he would have con- 
ſidered the time, the place, our forlorn 


ſituation, the anxiety of n 
and 2 


« Hold! lovely Galatie, faid Se- 
lim, © nor reproach me for giving ut- 
terance to ſentiments, which have been 
long rooted in my heart, and of which 
I can repent nothing, but that the ar- 
dour with which they were delivered, 
has diſcompoſed you: though furely, 
from the turn the converſation had ta- 
ken, the opportunity was Py 


«« I confeſs, and bluſhing confeſs,” 
ſaid Galatie, © given by me.“ 
© Whatever may have been the 
ſubject af the preceding converſation, 
| & which. 
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which my attention to procuring a 
bouquet from the wild flowers and 
ſhrubs in the vicinity, precluded me 
from ſharing,” ſaid Anime, * if Selim 
has offended my ſiſter, I am certain, 
from the elegant refinement of his man- 
ners, it muſt have ariſen from ſome 
momentary inadvertence, and perhaps 
from too much ſenſibility in the mind 
of my dear Galatie.” 


be Name her not with tenderneſs!” 
ſhe replied, © what has paſſed on the 


part of Selim, was the reſult of her 
uncautious, unreſerved 


« Seek not,” ſaid Selim, © charm- 
ing Galatie, to load yourſelf with harſh 
epithets, nor repent of that artleſs diſ- 
poſition, that openneſs of heart, and 
ſimplicity of manners, which are, in 
my: opinion, among the firſt of female 
excellencies.—Bred in camps, and lit- 
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tle acquainted with the fair ſex, the 
heart of Selim remained free, till ſub- 
dued by the beauty now before him; 
therefore, while he repeats his ſorrow 
for the pain his ardent declaration gave 
to Galatie, permit him to hope for 
pardon for the involuntary error of 
one, who promiſes to wait with all the 
patience poſſible, till his own circum- 
ſtances, and her more permanent peace, 
warrant a renewal of the ſubject.” 


& believe,“ ſaid Anime, © I may, 
on the part of my ſiſter, anſwer, that 
ſhe is not implacably offended, I ſhall 
therefore preſent to you. her hand, in 
token of forgiveneſs.” Selim took it 
in raptures, and Galatie faid, © Judge 
me not, capricious Selim, if I obſerve, 
that though ſenſible of your merit, the 
uncertainty of our ſituation, the time, 
the place, and other circumſtances, 
render it improper to prolong a con- 

verſation 
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verſation of this nature, I muſt there- 


1, 


fore——' 


Here they were joined by Amurath 


and the Hermit; Ruſtan, and the 
companions of Selim ſoon after appear- 
ed; it was then propoſed, that leaving 
the retreat for a few days, the Perſian 
ſoldiers ſhould deſcend and join their 
companions in the plain; that they, 
from the neareſt town, ſhould procure 
accommodation for Amurath and his 
daughters, and when all was ready, re- 


turn to convoy them to the place, 
which, in the mean time, they ſhould. 


fix upon for their future reſidence. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP, XVIII. 


1 N conſequence of the plan laid the 
preceding evening, the riſing ſun be- 
held Selim, Ruſtan, and their compa- 
nions, ready to begin their march. 
The Hermit and his friends aſſembled. 
Iſmael obſerving the ſorrow impreſt 
upon the countenances of both parties, 
ſaid : © No greater tribute can be paid 
to the merit of one perſon by another, 
than when ſeparation is accompanied 
with regret: abſtracted from the gene- 
ral obligations which we owe to the 
whole band, the virtues of Selim and 
Ruſtan have made an impreſſion upon 


our 
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our hearts, that a much longer abſence, 
than I hope their's will prove, could 
not eradicate, With the bleſſing of an 

old man, the thanks of a father and 
daughters, whoſe lives and innocence 
you have preſerved, go, my children, 
depart in peace, and may the protect- 
ing angel ſhadow you with his wings, 
and return you in ſafety !” 


With ſolemnity and filence, Selim 
embraced Amurath : when he bowed 
upon the hands of the ſiſters, a tear 
dropped on that of Galatie ; who, with 
Anime, immediately retired; 


When the Perſians returned to their 
friends in the plain, they were ſur- 
priſed to find the huts, which had been 
formed with clay, and covered with 
palm branches, fortified by a rampart 
of earth, thrown up round the extre- 
mities, and that their horſes and camels 

were 
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were placed in the center; the mean- 
ing of the alteration that had taken 
place, was thus explained to them :— 
In the ſilence of the night a ſudden at- 
tack was made upon the centinels, by 
a troop of wandering banditti, who had 
endeavoured to plunder their encamp- 
ment ; but ruſhing on with more cou- 
rage than (kill, they were repulſed by 
the ſuperior diſcipline of the Perſians, 
who had run to arms upon the firſt 
alarm, and before whom the robbers 
retreated, though not without TOS 
off ſeveral horſes. 


The caution of Selim led him next 
morning to ſurvey the works, and take 
every method to inſure their future 
ſafety; a caution, which the event 
ſnewed was neceſſary, as a very few 
days had elapſed, before the banditti 
returned. in much greater force, and 
mT like a whirlwind over the 


plain, 
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plain, ruſh'd upon the, Perſian hoſt, 
The conflict was long and obſtinate, 
but .in the .end, the friends of Selim 
were victorious, if it could be called a 
victory, in which nearly an equal num - 
ber was ſlain on either fide, and the 
two leaders, Selim and Ruſtan, wound- 
ed. The greateſt advantage accruing 
to the Perſians, was, the capture of 
the Arabian chief, and ſeveral of his 
men, among whom, was one who diſ- 
covered that the quarters of the ban» 
ditti were at the foot of a mountain, at 
no great diſtance; theſe, their own. 


ſecurity determined them immediately 
to attack. 58 1 


ä — —-—̃—ᷣ—j 


As the two chiefs were unable to 
conduct the enterprize, the command 
devolved upon Ivan, who, with a cho- 
ſen band, undertook it. This expedi- 
tion was attended with. all the ſucceſs 
that they could have wiſhed; they diſ- 


perſed, "Y 
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perſed, or brought priſoners the great- 
eſt part of the troop, and totally de- 
ſtroyed their retreat. 


Slight, as at firſt were thought, the 
wounds of Selim and Ruſtan, the an- 
xiety of the former to perform his 
commiſſion, and to return to the moun- 
tain, in order to conduct his friends ta 
a place of greater ſafety, had ſo preyed 
upon his mind, as in conjunction with 
the fatigue he had undergone, to cauſe 
a conſiderable inflammation. Ruſtan, 
therefore, examined the chief, and the 
other priſoners, whom they had taken. 
From the ignorance and brutality of 
the Arabian, he could gather but little: 
it appeared that he had long wandered 
over a vaſt extent of country, wageing 
that deſultory kind of war, of which the 
Perſian band had felt the effects. 


As 
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As among the ſpoils of their horde, 
many European letters and commodi- 
ties were found, it led them to imagine 
that they had either plundered a cara- 
yan, or ſome ſtraggling merchants ; 
but of this, Ruſtan could obtain no 
ſatisfactory account; and as he did not 
wiſh to encumber his camp, he was 
upon the point of diſmiſſing, with a 
ſevere reprimand, the chief, and ſome 
of the other priſoners, when a party, 
who had lingered to compleat the de- 
molitton of a ſmall horde of huts, which 
had been diſcovered at a diſtance from 


the former, arrived: they brought a 


few ſlaves, and two women, who, by 
their appearance, they judged to be 
Europeans; and, as they ſeemed to 
look with peculiar fear and abhorrence 
upon the Arabian chief, Ruſtan-thought 
proper to countermand his emancipa- 
tion, while he endeavoured to obtain. 
from the ladies, the cauſe they had of 
complaint. 
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complaint againſt him; but to that, an 
inſuperable bar remained; the lan- 
guage of either party was unintelligible 
to the other.“ Selim, ſkill'd in ſeve- 
ral tongues, would perhaps underſtand 
them; but Selim, alas ! at preſent,” 
ſaid he, © is unable to appear. Fur- 
ther examination into this matter, we 
muſt therefore poſtpone, till his health 
ſhall be reſtored, and his mind ſuffi- 
ciently at eaſe to undertake it.” 


While the chief languiſhed upon the 
bed of ſickneſs, he ſcan'd the ations 
of his former life; he reflected upon 
the affliction and diſgrace which the 
accuſation brought againſt him, and 
his ſeceſſion from the army, muſt occa- 
ſion to his father; lamented his unfor- 
tunate connexion with Haly, to whoſe 
perfidy, reputation, intereſt, honour, 
had been facrificed. — © Among the 
Perſian youth, among the various can- 


didates 
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didates for fame, ſaid he, © were 
there any that began the career of glory 
with greater applauſe than Selim ?— 
Fortune ſeemed to ſpread her attrac- 
tions before me, and victory to follow 
wherever my banner was diſplayed. — 
By what means have they been driven 
from me?— Why am I become an 
outcaſt ! a wanderer? - He was con- 
tinuing this train of reflection, when the 
Angel that preſides over the paſſions of 
the virtuous, whiſpered — Galatie !— 
The ſound of that lov'd name, hke 
electricity, pervaded his ſyſtem !— 
deſertion from the troops — loſs of 
friends, fortune, nay, even his wounds, 
were for that moment forgotten ; and 
when called again to his remembrance, 
conſidered as trifles, in compariſon to 
the pleaſure he found in contemplating 
upon her lovely form, her mental en- 


dowments, and the ſervice he had ren- 
dered her. 
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- "Theſe ebullitions of mind, ſo unfa- 
vourable to recovery, were, with anxie- 
ty, obſerved by Ruſtan ; he probed the 
heart of Selim, and found that great 
part of his uneaſineſs aroſe from the 
little progreſs he had been able to make 
in the commiſſion with which he was 
entruſted. —The latter was ever dwel- 
ling upon the approach of the ſtormy 
ſeaſon ; ever dreading the ſituation of 
his friends upon the mountain; he 
therefore eagerly caught at the propo- 
fal which Ruſtan made, to return and 
inform them of the accident that had 
occaſioned the delay on his part. When 
this idea was ſtarted, the earneſtneſs and 
impatience with which Selim urged his 
departure, made his friend tremble, not 
only at the preſent diſpoſition of his 
mind, but, for the pain and perturba- 
tion he would ſuffer during his abſence ; 
he therefore haſtened away, attended 
by two of his choſen companions. 


The 
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The ſhortened days had for ſome 
time marked the declining year; the 
foliage of the trees, which had ſo lately 
formed the grandeſt maſſes, now exhi- 
bited the moſt beautiful variety of au- 
tumnal tints; the deep red, the yellow, 
and the brown, were relie ved and 
heightened by the younger ſhoots of 
vivid green. The umbrageous folem- l 
nity of the groves had decreas'd, while 

the winds were hourly ſweeping the 
dry and withered leaves from the im- 
menſe foreſts; and from the contem- 
plation of thoſe vegetable ruins, the 
mind of Ruſtan, oppreſſed with horror, 
ſeemed to ſhrink into itſelf. Swell'd 
by the rain that daſh'd from rock to 
rock, the brooks had become rivers; 
the winding and devious ways through 
the caverns were rendered ſlippery, 
and nearly unpaſſable. After three 
days of toil and fatigue, when darkneſs 


had 
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had long fallen upon that fide of the 
mountain, without a ſingle gleam of 
the moon, or ſtar to guide them, the 


way-worn travellers arrived at the re- 
treat. 
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PART THE THIRD. 


CHAP, XIX. 


Purſue a courſe more promiſing 
Than a wild dedication of yourſelves 


To unpath'd waters, undream'd ſhores z 


Moſt certain to miſeries enough: 


No hope to help you. 


SHAKESPEARE, 


SLEEP, the terror of the wicked, 
the refreſhment of the weary, the balm 
and comfort of the wretched, and the 
riches of the poor, had cloſed the eyes ' 


of Iſmael, Amurath, and Anime. By 
them, 
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them, the cautious ſteps of Ruſtan and 
his friends, when they arrived at the 
retreat, were unheard; but Galatie, 
whoſe ſerious diſpoſition had increaſed 
ſince the departure of Selim, had long, 
in her wakeful ideas, numbered the 
hours that would paſs ere his return. 
Unpractiſed in the concerns of the 
world, ſhe had but little ſuſpicion cf 
any miſchief ariſing to him, in the ex- 
pedition he had undertaken, *T'ill 
driven from home, by the machinations 
of Omar and Aſgar, the current of her 
days had glided ſmoothly on, and when 
they retreated, ſhe thought every ene- 
my to her repoſe had fled; therefore, 
ſhe could not, to herſelf, account for 
the extreme dejection, and heavineſs, 
that at preſent oppreſſed her. Reflect- 

ing upon this ſubject, the whiſpers of 
the Perſians at the entrance of the ca- 
vern, aſſailed her ears. She ſtarted, 
and her agitation awakened Anime. 


K 2 She 
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She thought that in the murmurs of 
the breeze ſhe heard the name of Se- 
lim: ſhe liſtened with the moſt eager 
attention; the ſound of voices ceaſed ; 
trampling of feet ſucceeded ; they alſo 
died away; ſilence enſued, the dark- 
neſs continued ; and encircled in each 
other's arms, the ſiſters waited'for the 
dawn of day, with anxiety and wepi⸗ 
dation. 


When the light permitted them to 
unbar their cell, Amurath came to 
them, and with a gloom upon his 
countenance, which ſurpriſed and 
ſpread dejection over the features of 
his daughters, informed them of the 
cauſe to which they owed the ſolemn 
ſounds that had diſturbed their repoſe; 
which, while he was explaining, the 
Hermit entered, accompanied by Ruſ- 
tan; he continued the diſcourſe of 
Amurath; the emotions of Galatie and 

Anime 
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Anime followed him through the rela- 
tion; but, when he came to the 
wounds, and ſubſequent ſickneſs of 
Selim, the exertions of the former 
would not enable her to ſupport her 
ſpirits, and tho? ſhe called to her aid all 
that female fortitude, virgin dignity, 
and innate modeſty, for which ſhe had 
ever been diſtinguiſhed ; they were in- 
ſufficient to ſuppreſs her ſenſibility, ſo 
that after ſuffering for ſome time, from 
a variety of conflicting paſſions, in at- 
tempting to ſpeak, her voice failed her, 
and ſhe fell lifeleſs into the arms of her 
ſiſter. 


The grief of Amurath at the fitua- 
tion of his daughter, was little allevia- 
ted by the efforts of Iſmael and Ruſtan, 


who united their endeavours to reſtore 
her, 


K 3 - © Miſerable 


1963 THE HERMIT 


« Miſerable wretch that I am!” he 
cried, “ Will the vengeance of the 
Almighty never ceaſe to purſue me ? 
Can I wiſh to retain my ſenſes, when 
they preſent nothing to my mind but 
affliction? when they only ſerve to 
barb the dart of forrow, and at every 
ſigh drive it deeper into my heart. — 
Unfortunate Erminia ! lovely and be- 
loved Galatie, if thou too art loſt, what 


can an unhappy father wiſh to live 
for?“ 


e Another daughter !” ſaid the Her- 
mit, with ſternneſs, ſtopping him as he 
was running out of the cavern. Art 
thou to judge when the taſk to which 
thou waſt appointed is performed?. Art 
thou to deſert thy poſt, becauſe thou 
art not placed in a ſituation quite agree- 
able to thy own wiſhes ? Your preſent 
ſtate of mind, he continued, in a lower 
tone, © precludes me from ſaying any 

more 
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more than that I conjure you to have 
done with this unmanly repining ; 
your duty to your daughters, to ſociety, 
to your own fame, demands your exer- 
tions, to bear the burthen laid upon 
you; and depend upon it, however 
heavy it may now ſeem, it will be con- 
ſiderably lightened, if borne with hu- 
mility and patience,” 


While this converſation paſſed, the 
exertions of Anime and Ruſtan, had 
recalled, in a ſmall degree, the ſcat- 
tered ſpirits of Galatie ; ſigns of life ap- 
peared ; ſhe moved her lips, and a faint 
fluſh reviſited her pallid cheeks. The 
Hermit, with an elixir, which he kept 
as a ſovereign remedy, ſeconded their 
efforts ; her boſom again heaved, ſhe 
opened her eyes, and after ſighing for 


fome time, ſhe embraced her ſiſter, and 


burſt into a violent flood of tears. 
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The precepts, and even the example 
of Iſmael, were inſufficient to controul 
the paſſions of Amurath ; his joy was 
nearly as outrageous as his ſorrow had 
been; he bleſſed him for his aſſiſtance, 
folded his daughters in his arms, and 
ardently thanked the Perſian, 


Time, which meliorates the mind, 
and ſoftens griefs the moſt poignant, 
exerted its influence on the heart of 
Galatie. Of her illneſs, only a faint 
laſſitude remained, which, with the 
paleneſs of her countenance, rendered 
her beauty more irreſiſtibly intereſting. 


The indiſpoſition of Selim, was la- 
mented by the whole party, and, as 
the drearineſs of the mountain daily 
increaſed, the Hermit was anxious for 


the removal of Amurath and his daught- 


ers, into a ſituation more adapted to 
the habits of life to which they had 
been 
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been accuſtomed. On the contrary, 
the wiſhes of the father to mix again 
with the world, had much declined, 
and the lovely Galatie, without looking 
to future events, deſired nothing ſo 
much as the recovery of the chief, in 
which ſhe was joined by the compaſ- 
ſionate Anime. 


Ruſtan and his companions had, 
more than once, propoſed that they 
ſhould deſcend through the caverns, 
and Joining the party 1n the plain, tra- 
vel from thence to the neareſt town, 
where they might ſpend the winter. 
While they were pondering upon this 
propoſal, the ſnow began to fall upon 
the mountain, which, borne by the 
winds, rolled down the declivities, 
and almoſt buried the retreat, the. 
buſhes and ſhrubs upon the plain: 
therefore, as the dates and other fruit, 
which the Hermit had gathered and 
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dried for his winter ſtore, were inſuf- 


ficient for them all, their removal was 
no longer a matter of choice ; though 
it was in ſome meaſure accelerated by 
the arrival of a meſſenger from Selim, 
who ſent a letter, expreſſing his impa- 
tience at the ſtay of Ruſtan, and his 
fears for the ſafety of his friends, 


Impatient and anxious indeed had 
been the Perſian chief; for though his 
wounds were not attended with danger- 
ous ſymptoms, he recovered but ſlow- 
ly, owing, in a great. degree, to the 
irritable ſtate of his mind; This Ivan, 
who watched over him in the abſence 
of Ruſtan, took every method to ſooth.. 
He related to him the events of the 
laſt expedition, and, what more parti- 
cularly engaged the general's attention, 
the tranſactions of that army, of which, 
he had been obliged to relinquiſh the 
command, through the perfidy of Haly. 
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The war, on the part of the Perſians, 
had been unſucceſsful ; the Baſſa, who 


ſucceeded Selim, diſliked by the of- 


ficers for his haughtineſs, and ſtill more 
by the ſoldiers, for his cruelty, arrived 
on the banks of the Caſpian Sea, with 
the troops nearly in a ſtate of mutiny. 
The Uſbeck Tartars, who had intelli- 
gence of this event, joined by ſome 
Perſian Afglans, attacked them before 
they had time to compoſe their differ- 
ences, which. the chief, finding himſelf 


in danger of being deſerted, had vainly 


endeavuured to do. Soldiers, in. the 
temper alluded to, are ſeldom irreſiſti- 
ble; the courageous Tartars, and 
treacherous Afglans, bore down all op- 
poſition : the Baſſa was ſlain, the grand 
ſtandard taken, numbers were killed, 


and 'the troops of the Sophi totally 
rauted. 


1 
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The obſervation of Selim was rivet- 
ed upon Ivan during this relation, 
though he let him conclude before he 
inquired by what means he came to the 
knowledge of the circumſtances he had 
recited ?: By means of an Afghlan, 
one of our priſoners,” he replied, 
* who was in the battle, and has ſince 


deſerted and joined the party of the 
Arabian chief.“ 


He was immediately ordered into- 
the preſence of the General, and corro- 
borated every particular which he had 
before aſſerted, to which he added, 
that ſome Perſian priſoners of ſuperior 
rank, had attributed the ill ſucceſs that 
had attended their arms, to the arreſt- 
ing their former Baſſa, who, it was 
ſuppoſed; had fallen a victim to the 
fury of the Sophi, and treachery of the 
Vizier, for having tempted the daugh- 

g ter 
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ter of the Monarch, to follow him in 


diſguiſe to the army. 


This account, in which truth and 
falſhood were blended, was heard with 
concern and emotion by Selim; he 
aſked the priſoner abundance of queſ- 
tions, and found a temporary relief from 
his ſorrows, while converſing with 
him. Ivan, obſerving that the intro- 
duction of the Afghlan had had a good 
effect upon the mind of Selim, as it 
diverted his thoughts, in ſome degree, 


from the dullneſs of the paſſing hour, 


informed him of the capture of the 
European ladies; and as his health 
ſeemed in a ſtate of gradual improve- 
ment, endeavoured to excite his curio- 
ſity to converſe with them; which, 
from his ſkill in various languages, he 
preſumed he was capable of doing. 
The repreſentations of his friend were 
not loſt upon Selim; he ſaw the bene 
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volence of his motive, and he roſe in 
his eſteem. The return of the meſ- 
ſenger, whom he had ſent to his friends. 
upon the mountain, with an account of 
their preparations to join him, and a 
few lines from Galatie, threw a gleam 
of ſun-ſhine around him, and made 
him reſolve, as he was at peace with- 
in, to endeavour to alleviate the diſ- 
treſſes of his priſoners, if it was in his 


power. Heaccordingly ordered them. 


into his tent. 


They came, attended by Ivan, and 
two of his fellow ſoldiers. The beauty 
and dreſs of both, ſeemed to have ſuf- 
fered from the terror and fatigue they 
had undergone; for when the one that 
appeared the ſuperior, advanced, he 
obſerved, that though her attire diſ- 
played taſte and elegance, it had been 
in ſome meaſure neglected. Her diſ- 
Mevel'd hair hung looſe upon her: 

ſhoulders ;, 


ſhoulders ; the ſmall hat placed on one. 
ſide of her head, was torn, the feathers 
broken, and her long muſlin robe trail'd 
unnoticed upon the ground. 


The other, whoſe apparel was rather 
more regular, ſeemed a domeſtic, who 
obſerving the attention with which 
Selim examined them, thus addreſſed 

him in Englth. © Pity, benevolent 
fir, two unfortunate females, who, tra- 
velling to the Britiſh army, in ſearch 


; of the wounded huſband of this lady.“ 
: Here ſhe obſerved, by the-countenance 
and motions of the General, that he 

was unacquainted with her language, 
{ when, turning to her ſuperior, he ſpoke 


to her in French, and had the pleaſure 
to find, that they had, in that tongue, 
a medium for the communication of 
their ſentiments ; but previous to the 
requeſting any information reſpecting 
her former fortunes, the conſiderate 
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Baſſa ordered all the European bag- 
gage, letters and other articles, to be 
brought into the tent, and ſpread before 
her; the attendant immediately ſhew- 


ed him what part of it had been the 


property of her miſtreſs, whoſe atten- 
tion ſeemed to be engaged in a minute 
ſearch after ſomething elſe; as ſhe 
whiſpered to herſelf: * Alas! I fear it 
is totally loſt.” To the inquiry of 
Selim, ſhe anſwered, * that the object 
of her anxiety was a picture.“ —<© A 
picture!“ he repeated in French, and 
then in Perſian, to the ſoldiers that had 
brought the baggage ; this caught the 
ear of the Afghlan, who informed them 
that he had, that very day, obſerved 
ſomething of that kind in the poſſeſſion 
of the Arabian Chief, who was endea- 
vouring to unſet the jewels with which 
it was ſurrounded, and that, in all pro- 
bability, it was deſtroyed. While the 
Baſſa explained this to the lady, Ivan 
ge and 
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and the ſoldiers flew out of the tent; 
they demanded it of the Arabian, who, 
though he denied at firſt, any know- 
ledge of it, upon being menaced by 
their ſpears, he, at laſt, with reluctance, 
reſigned it to them. 


\ 
I 


As they returned, they obſerved it 
to be the portrait of an European officer; 
it was ſuperbly ſet round with dia- 
monds, and hung to a ſtring of gold 
beads. Entering the tent, Ivan gave 
it into the hand of Selim, who, after a 
ſpeech, expreſſive of the pleaſure which 
the recovery of a gem that ſhe ſeemed 
to value ſo much, gave him, preſented 
it to the lady, who gazing at it for a 
few moments, burſt into a flood of 
tears, and placing it in her boſom, re- 
tired with her attendant, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP, XX, 


ALTHOUGH vegetation ſtill con- 
tinued on the plains ; though the beaſts 
had not yet retreated to their dens and 
caverns; though the birds, in faint 
warblings, ſtill fluttered through the 
groves ; and inſects, with a ſmall por- 
tion of their former activity, heavily: 
moved their wings, or drag'd a languid 
exiſtence in the milder gleams of the 
declining fun: winter had ſpread its 
icy bondage over the mountains: the 
pine and oak, upon the tops of their 
rugged cliffs, appeared ſkeletons ; the 
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palm and cypreſs, even in lower fitua- 
tions, bent beneath a load of ſnow. 


The friends of Iſmael, prepared to 
leave thoſe dreary regions; and indeed 
nothing oppoſed their departure, but 
the deſire of Amurath, to perſuade him 
to abandon his elevated ind ſolitary 
abode, and mixing again with mankind, 
endeavour to increaſe the happineſs of 
his declining years, by the comforts 
and conveniencies to be found in ſo- 


ciety. 


To this requeſt, which was enforced 
by Ruſtan, he replied, © "There is, I 
am firmly perſuaded, fon Amurath, in 
moſt men, perhaps about the middle 
age, a deſire to retire from the world, 
and paſs the reſt of their days in fechu- 
fion : that deſire ariſes from two mo- 
tives; the firſt of which is diſappoint- 
ment, the ſecond fatigue, 
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6 Of the firſt; it frequently hap- 
pens, that, in the morning of youth, 
when a man launches his bark into the 
ocean of the world, he is apt to value 
the lading of his abilities by the ſame, 
or perhaps a higher ſtandard, than that 
ſet upon them even by his parents, and 
his partial friends, Fraught with this 
idea, he enters upon his profeſſion or 
employment, and vainly ſuppoſes, his 
genius, formed to mount alofr, will ſoon 
bear him to the top of it. A few years 
convinces him, that however high he 
might rate his own talents, he has com- 
petitors, of whom the public have a 
ſtill greater opinion, and that he is 
ſtriving againſt the ſtream, 


« He looks around, and beholds 
that ſeveral of his companions, who 
ſtarted at the ſame time, have reach'd 
the gaol, and are elevated far above 
him. Does he then condemn the 

wrong 
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wrong exertions he has made in the 
purſuit? Does he then own the ſupe- 
rior talents of his cotemporaries ? No! 
that his vanity ſtill hinders him from 
doing. He attributes their riſe to 
fortune, chance, patronage, any thing 
but merit; in that, the laſt dregs of 
{elf-adulation whiſper him, he is infi- 
nitely ſuperior. 


ce In conſequence of this ſuggeſtion, 
he redoubles his efforts : alas ! he finds 
that they are ineffectual. His diſap- 
pointment is therefore doubled. Diſ- 
guſted with his profeſſion, friends, 
every thing, but himſelf, he wiſhes to 
withdraw from a circle which hath paid 
no greater regard to his genius; and 
ſecluded from ſociety, let them find the 
inconvenience of his abſence. Vain 
mortal! of how ſmall conſequence is, 
even the greateſt of men, in the gene- 
ral ſyſtem: a few hours after reſpiræ- 
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tion ceaſes, it is of little importance 
whether the breath that has mingled _ 
with the atmoſphere, animated the 
corpſe of an Emperor or an inſect. 


« The other candidates for ſecluſion, 
are perhaps thoſe that have been the 
envy of the former, who have emerged 
from ſchool or college, into a world of 
buſineſs. Who have ruled the ſtate, 
guided the councils, and directed the 
helm of their country. Or engaged 
in oppoſition, have ſhone the idols of 
the people. Or fatigued with un- 
bounded commerce ; with the purſuit 
of military glory, or endleſs profeſſional 
litigation, are, about the meridian of 
their years, afraid of being forſaken by 
their powers: who wiſh to retire in 
the zenith of their reputation, and find, 
or think they find, their diurnal labours 
too great, their mental exertions too 
intenſe : they reſolve to withdraw to 

* ſolitude 
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ſolitude and repoſe : to the pleaſures 
of friendſhip, domeſtic enjoyment, and 
literary leiſure ; and here you will aſk, 
What hinders them ? theanſwer, though 
obvious, is almoſt ridiculous : They 
have ample fortunes, but not exactly 
the fum they had determined to poſ- 
ſeſs. Another thouſand tomonds would 
make it compleatly ſo, but ere theſe 
are acquired, their minds alter, they 
reſolve upon gaining two thouſand 
more. Thus they go on from year to 
year, with the wiſh for ſolitude in their 
mouths, and the deſire of accumulation 
in their hearts, till the curtain drops, 


which cloſes the ſcene of this eventful 
hiſtory. 


« Of the votaries of diſſipation ; of 
thoſe that have ſquandered away their 
fortunes in vicious purſuits, or frivo- 
lous pleaſures, I have already ſpoken, 
when I faintly ſketch'd my own ſtory, 
LOH O17 148 Ly at 
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at our firſt meeting ; but though I flew 
to ſolitude, to avoid that ſcorn and de- 
riſion to which my folly and extrava- 
gance had rendered me liable, ſuch are 
the mercies that I have received, and 
ſo ſtrongly am I attached to my pre- 
ſent mode of life and ſituation, that I 
am determined, for the remaining 
years, whether the Almighty ſhall ex- 
tend or curtail them, to continue in 


that ſecluſion, from which I have de- 


rived ſuch manifold advantages. 


« For you, Amurath, your ſituation 
is different: your life has hitherto been 
virtuous, though unfortunate : you have 
children, friends, connexions, that chain 
you to mankind : you will endeavour 
to juſtify yourſelf from the aſperſions of 
Omar and Aſgar; or if that is impoſ- 
ſible, and you wiſh. to retire further 
from the rays of their influence, you 
wil chooſe ſome country, either under 

the 
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the protection of the European powers, 


or the Indian princes, where you may, 


with your children, and probably their 
connexions, finiſh a youth of toil and 
misfortunes, by an age of eaſe and 


happineſs.” 


Amurath, Galatie, Anime, and the 
Perſians, had paid the greateſt atten - 
tion to the Hermit; and notwithſtand- 
ing his objections, when he had ended 
his diſcourſe, they renewed their ſolici- 
tations to him, to join them in the ex- 
pedition. : 


Among other topics, the father 
ſtrongly urged the Ties of conſangui- 
nity, which was ſeconded by the 
daughters: to which he replied, © Hap- 
Py as I am to embrace the ſon and 
offspring of a. beloved and lamented 
brother, even the pleaſure of their 
company, greatly as it is valued by me, 
vol. I. L has 
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has no power to ſhake my reſolution. 
One circumſtance alone, would, how- 
ever reluctant, have drag'd me again 
into the world. Had theſe fair bloſ- 
ſoms been unprotected ; had they been 


left orphans, expoſed to penury, and 


forced to encounter the hardſhips at- 
tendant upon that ſtate, I ſhould then 
have thought it my duty to emerge 
from ſolitude, and ſtand forth as their 
refuge; but, under the guidance of 
their father, whoſe wiſdom and expe- 
rience are equal to the taſk, and whoſe 
parental love is tremblingly anxious for 
their future welfare, they ſtand in little 
need of the counſel of Iſmael, nor when 
they change their protector; when the 
hour arrives, in which the fire reſigns 
his ſceptre to the huſband, 1s there any 
doubt, from the elegance of their 


minds, their underſtanding and mo- 


deſty, but that their choice will be 


ſuch, as, while it does honour to their 
judgment, 
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judgment, will increaſe the happineſs 
of Amurath.“ | 


At the concluſion of this ſpeech, the 
bluſhes of Galatie and her ſiſter, roſe 
in quick ſucceſſion; they extended 
their arms to the Hermit, and burſt 
into tears. | 


Ruſtan, and his companions, affected 
with the ſcene, after thanking him for 
his obſervations, pointed to the ſun, 
which was travelling faſt toward the 
meridian, and urged their ſeparation. 
Several ſoldiers, who had been em- 


ployed to ſmooth the ruggedneſs of the 


way in a few places, arrived, They 
loaded themſclves with the baggage, 
tents, and other neceſſaries, and the 
party moved ſlowly acroſs the plain. 
When they came to the edge of the 
wood, the Hermit ſaid, Here ends 
my travels toward the habitable world. 

L 2 When 
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| 1 When you have paſſed this bourn, the 
| | real connexions between Iſmael and his 
| neareſt relatives, are diſſolved; men- 
tally, they will laſt as long as memory 
holds its ſeat. Daily and nightly ſhall 
my prayers be offered up to the Al- 
mighty, for the preſervation of Amu- 
rath and his children. Neceſſary, 
though I think our ſeparation, it is with 
concern I behold you ready to en- 
counter the evils attendant upon the 
endeavour to ſtruggle through a 
troubleſome world. For myſelf, I 
return to that ſolitude and contempla- 
tion, fitted to my time of life. I have 
but few words to add, and they are, 
that if ill fortune ſhould continue to 
perſecute you, you will, my children, 
while I exiſt, always find my feeble 
arms extended to receive you, and are 
ſure of a retreat, however rude and 
dreary it may ſeem, in the boſom of 
Caucaſus.” _ 


Fatiguing, 
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Fatiguing, to a great degree, to 
Galatie and her ſiſter, was the deſcent 
through the caverns, though they were 
carried over the morraſſes by the ſol- 


diers, in a kind of palanquin, conſtruct- 


ed of the branches of trees. 


The party was obliged to erect huts, 
to ſecure the ladies from the nightly 
dews, and in them they ſlept, under 
the protection of Amurath and Ruſtan. 
After enduring great hardſhips for ſe- 


veral days, they arrived at the Perſian 
camp. 


The joy of Selim, at their meeting, 
was extreme; he embraced Amurath 
and his daughters: the eyes of Galatie 
ſhewed the ſenſibility his paleneſs and 


emaciated features excited in her 


mind, and a ſigh, at the ſame moment 
eſcap'd, from the tender boſom of 
Anime. 


L 3 The 
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The attention of the Baſſa to their 
accommodation, had led him to order 
a large tent to be erected in the centre 
of the camp, near that of the European 
lady, to whom he introduced them, 
and recited as much of her ſtory as had 
come to his knowledge. 


In a few days, the health of Selim 
viſibly amended, and the travellers 
from the mountain being recovered 
from their fatigue, the inhabitants of 
the camp began to aſſociate in one large 
party, from which only, the Arabian 
chief was excluded. A ferocity, which 
even bondage could not tame, ſtrong- 
ly marked his character ; he therefore 
continued in the camp, under a guard, 
but was permitted, with his attendants, 
at certain hours, to walk through the 
lines. While he was, one day, enjoy- 
ing this liberty, Anime and her ſiſter, 
followed by Ruſtan, paſſed his quarters. 

| He 
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He deſired ſome converſation with 
the latter, who, reſigning the ladies to 
their father, who had joined them, en- 
tered the tent, from which he was ſur- 
priſed to ſee the Afghlan priſoner, he 
having declared the greateſt enmity to 
the Arabian, retreat with ſome preci- 


pitation, When he entered into con- 


verſation with the captain, he eaſily 
diſcerned, that the earneſtneſs with 
which it was deſired, was unneceſſary, 
as it conſiſted merely of a repetition, 
on his part, of propoſals for his hbe- 
ration, in which he artfully interwove 
inquiries reſpecting the ladies, ſuch as, 


whether they were captives, which the 


chance of war had put into their hands? 
where taken ? and ſome hints that he 
envied Selim the ſucceſs with which 
he had - commenced his depredatory 
war, and, he continued, that ſuch was 
his opinion of the courage and conduct 
of the Baſſa, that although he had 

| — 4 never 


— — 
S FR 


2 


* 


2 


— 


| et 
* - — FR 
2 = Wanne 
4 e 


1 my p * 
HEY rg EG OR OT CEE 


A  . ah 7 


Y 
) 


* 
+ © 


reren. 


1 4 by A” » 4 4 is 
— = - oe 2 225 "al 


g I > - . 
R + 


224 THE HERMIT 


never yet ſerved under any one, he 
ſhould have no objection to follow his 
fortunes as ſecond in command.“ 


If Ruſtan was ſurpriſed at the auda- 
city and ignorant miſapprehenſion of 
this ſpeech, he was ſtill more ſo, when 
he went on ſaying, that he was per- 
fectly acquainted with the places where 
they might diſpoſe of their commodi- 
ties. to advantage, and the perſons to 
whom they might, with ſafety and ſuc- 
ceſs, conſign their female priſoners. 
« I obſerve,” he continued, “ that 
you have, beſides the Europeans, two, 
who from the flight glance I have had 
of their forms and features, ſeem per- 
fectly beautiful, A merchant who 
fails from Arabia to Ormus, by the 
Gulph, and from thence travels to Iſ- 
pahan, almoſt every year, brings num- 
bers of ſlaves to the Seraglio, and dif- 
ferent Harams ; the name of Sefi Zul- 

4 pha 
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pha is well known t all in 
this kind of traffick.” 


The patience of Ruſtan was ex- 
hauſted ; he could bear no longer: 
« Wretch,”” ſaid he, * doſtthou ima- 
gine, that either Selim or myſelf, 
mean to make a property of beauty 
and innocence, when their misfortunes 
have thrown them into our protec- 
tion? . Undoubtedly you do,” re- 
plied the Arabian, with great coolneſs : 
When Selim deſerted from the army, 
and engaged in our profeſſion, he cer- 
tainly deſigned to make every advant- 
age of it. I have offered him all the 
benefits which he may derive from my 
friendſhip-and my experience; and if 
he, in reality, poſſeſſes that wiſdom, 
for which he has been celebrated; he 
will not neglect them, as, perhaps, the 
hour may come, when he may wiſh 
for my knowledge, my ſtratagems, and 
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my reſources, to evade the ſearch that 


will be made for him. Knowing, as I 


do, the diſpoſition of the Sophi, and 
the temper of the Vizier, I am certain 
that they will not ſuffer the Princeſs 
Semira to be enticed from the Serag- 
lio, and concealed, or perhaps ſold, 
into ſome diſtant province, with impu- 


nity.” 


The temper of Ruſtan, during this 
| ſpeech, underwent a variety of changes. 
Thrice he laid his hand upon his cime- 
tar, and as often drew it back, upon 
obſerving the defenceleſs ſtate of his 
adverſary. Fearing, however, that 
further diſcourſe upon this topic, would 
irritate his paſſions, and perhaps render 
them ungovernable, he left him with 
diſdain; and, before he entered the 
tent of Selim, took a turn to compoſe 
his mind. In reflecting upon what had 
paſſed, it occurred to him, that, loaded 
with 
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with obloquy as Selim was, at the Per- 
ſian court, and as it would, with fo 
large a party as theirs, be impoſſible to 
keep the place of his retreat long con- 
cealed, there was but too much proba- 
bility, that the vengeance of the Sophi, 


or the malice of his enemies, might 


follow him. Prudence, therefore, dic- 
tated a further removal from the Per- 
ſian dominions, a removal which every 
hour rendered more neceſſary; as 
keeping ſo large a body together, be- 
ſides the trouble and inconvenience at- 
tending it, could not, in the preſent 
ſtate of their finances, be continued for 


any great length of time. Theſe mat- 


ters, he intended to take an opportu- 
nity to mention to the Baſſa; and hav- 
ing, in ſome degree, compoſed his 
ruffled temper, he turned his ſteps to- 
ward the tent of Selim. 
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CHAP, XXI. 


WIEN Ruſtan entered the place 
in which the whole company were aſ- 
ſembled, he obſerved, that they ex- 
preſſed a conſiderable degree of impa- 
tience at his long abſence; and upon 
inquiring found, that they wiſhed for 
him to attend the reading of the ad- 
ventures of the Engliſh. lady, which 
Galatie and Anime had collected from 
her in different converſations held in 
French, and the former had written 
in the Perſian language. He apolo- 
gized for neglecting an opportunity of 
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receiving ſo much pleaſure ; but with- 
out mentioning any part of the con- 
verſation between him and the Ara- 
bian chief, entreated Anime, who had 
the papers in her hand, to begin; 
which requeſt ſhe complied with in the 


following words. - 


The Hiſtory of an Engliſh Lady. 


It is ſcarce neceſſary to inform ladies, 
ſo well acquainted with European cuſ- 
toms, and ſo well ſkilled in a European 
language, which has of late years be- 
come almoſt univerſal, of the power, 
the riches, and the opulence, derived 
by Great Britain, from Oriental acqui- 
ſitions. 


From the middle of the laſt century, 
theſe advantages have continued to flow 
to our iſland, increaſing at firſt gra- 


dually, 
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dually, like the tide of a river, that 
roll'd a conſtant and regular ſtream, and 
fertilized the country to which its waters 
were directed; but, for many years 
back, that river has ſwell'd beyond its 
proportion; the floods have riſen ; its 
banks have been broken down; the 
land has been inundated, and what was 
formerly a ſtream, has become a deluge. 
To ſpeak without metaphor: The 
opulence of the Eaſt India Company, 
for you are to underſtand, that although 
they reign deſpotic ſovereigns over a 
great part of this continent, they aſſume 
no higher character than that of Mer- 
chants in England: the celerity and 
apparent eaſe, with which fortunes, 
the moſt enormous; wealth, the moſt 
unbounded ; ſums which ſeemed, when 
mentioned, rather the revenue of a 
province, than the eftates of indivi- 
duals, had been acquired, introduced, 

: into 
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into my country, a ſtrong propenſion of 
mind in favour of Aſiatic enterprize. 


I ſhould be infinitely too cold in my 
expreſſion, was I merely to ſay, that the 
opportunity of engaging in the Com- 
pany's ſervice, was ſought for with 
avidity : it became the darling paſſion 
of the middle rank of people ; it be- 
came the firſt object of fathers, who, 
from the birth of their ſons, formed 
dreams of wealth, and viſionary worlds 
of gold, which Eaſt-Indian e 
was to realize. 


Large as the patronage, and exten- 
five as the dominions of the company 
were, it is conjectured, that had not the 
diſeaſes of the climate, and wars, occa- 
ſioned by European rapacity, decreaſed 
the number of the votaries of Plutus, 
the one muſt have withdrawn its influ- 


ence, or the other would have been 


over-run: 


ö , ls 44 


: * —— —— 
. PRI * Its 


- 
— EE... — 


. A - 
© # - ya, & out 22 ˙ „% - - 


232 THE HERMIT 

over- run: but, owing to theſe draw- 
backs, and the various commercial and 
military employments, which almoſt 
annual acquiſition of territory pro- 
duced, the male branches of numerous 
families, eſpecially if of daring and 
enterprizing ſpirits,” ſtood a chance to 
be provided for, or placed in a ſitua- 


tion, that rendered further ' proviſion 


unneceſſary. 


While the worthies cf Britain were 
facrificing to the god of riches, in the 
ſhape of Governors, Counſel, Judges, 
Generals, Officers, Writers, Mer- 
chants, or in ſubordinate departments : 
however at firſt they might be pleaſed 
with oriental luxury, and charmed with 


the glowing beauties of Aſia, that ſa- 


tiety which always ſucceeds fruition ; 


that ardency with which mankind pur- 


ſue. variety, and deſire things for no 
better reaſon, than becauſe they are 
| out 
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out of their reach, turn'd their thoughts 
to the comparatively pale, unripened 
charms of their fair countrywomen ; 
and as in their ſcale of reaſoning, every 


thing was to be accompliſhed by 


money, they determined no longer to 
ſigh at a diſtance, for what they had ſo 
largely the means of bringing to their 
arms. 


Commiſſions were dire&ly ſent, and 
vaſt cargoes of Britiſh beauty annually 
ſhipped off, which was conſigned like 
bales, to ſuch a Governor, Judge, Ge- 
neral, &c. or their order; and pa- 
rents, whom ambition, diſſipation, or 
other circumſtances, precluded from 
making a proper proviſion for their 
daughters in England, found an im- 


menſe advantage in this kind of com- 
merce, and hailed the happy æra, when. 


Vaſco de Gama diſcovered the paſſage 
to the eaſt, which like a nurſing mo- 
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ther, extended her opulent arms, and 


equally embraced the Engliſh W of 
both ſexes. 


I thought, ſaid the lady, this little 
exordium neceſſary, before I entered 
upon my ſtory, as it will ſerve to ac- 


count for my appearance in the Faſt- 
Indies, 


Fd 

The facrifice of parental diſſipation ; 
the victim to the faſhionable levities of 
the age; my birth was in a county 
not very remote from the metropolis 
of the iſland of Great-Britain, Though 
my father inherited a tolerable paternal 
eſtate, and my mother a fortune, which, 
in any other age, and perhaps country, 
would have been deemed large ; their 
income, by no means kept pace with 
their expences. Our family, conſiſt- 
ing of a ſon, another daughter, and 
myſelf, from the firſt dawn of reaſon, 
| were 
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were taught to conſider rank and for- 


tune as the greateſt of bleſſings. That 
to make a figure in the eyes of the 
world]; to acquire, and diſperſe thou- 
ſands, were all the reaſons ſor which it 
was worth while to live. A doctrine 


ſo agreeable to the paſſions of youth, 
was not heard without attention, by 


my brother; too well he followed the | 


example of my father, in the ſubſequent 
part of it. Neither our fortune, nor 


ſcarce any fortune, could latterly equal 


the profuſion of their expences, and, 
indeed, thoſe of our whole eſtabliſh- 
ment, which though always large, were 
much increaſed by the accidental cir- 
cumſtance of neighbourhood. 


We were ſo unfortunate as to live in 

a village; upon the weſtern coaſt, re- 
markable for the mildneſgand ſalubrity 
of its air; this attraction induced many 
perſons, who had accumulated vaſt 
fortunes 
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fortunes in this country, to purchaſe 
eſtates and ſettle near us. Uſed as | 
have ſince been to Aſiatic luxury, E 
have found it had loſt but little by its 
tranſplantation into England. Their 
houſes, furniture, plate, ſervants, tables, 
equipages, and all attendant parapher- 
nalia, were more in the ſtile of ſove- 
reign princes, than private individuals; 
and, indeed, individuals, that had, 
many of them, without any great ex- 
pence of genius, or obligations to their 
anceſtors, been, by ſome means or 
other, the creators of their own for- 
tune, and who had, after an oriental 
trip, burſt from their former obſcurity, 
into their preſent brilliancy and ſplen- 
dour. Be that as it may, ſo much 
opulence and magnificence, under our 
immediate inſpection, inflamed us with 
a deſire of imitation, and a ſpirit of 
rivalry, that ſoon diſperſed our fortune ; 
a loſs which we regretted the leſs, as 
n | we 
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we only deemed it temporary, my 
brother having, through the intereſt 
of a neighbouring Nabob, to whom he 
had the good fortune to make himſelf 
agreeable, obtained a ſituation, which 
he imagined would put him in poſſeſ- 
ſion of the diamond mines of Golconda, 
or an equivalent ſhare of riches. My | 
father having, in his proſperity, taken | | 
an active part on the court ſide, in an \F 


election, was alſo, about this time, re- 
warded with a place. 
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« Here,” faid Galatie, I ſtop'd 
the lady, and aſk'd her what ſhe meant 
by taking an active part in an election, _— 
as it was the only circumſtance of her 2 
ſtory, which I had been at a loſs - 
to underitand.” She replied, © that ; 
might ariſe from. her not being able | 
clearly to comprehend it herſelf; that j 
all ſhe knew of the matter was, that j 
ker father, during the time alluded to, g 

g 0 ſeemed | 
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ſeemed poſſeſſed by a fit of inſanity; 
that he was continually from home; 
running from one houſe to another; 
drinking, quarrelling, fighting. 


« That the party to which he be- 
longed, were adorned with ribbands, 
and marched every day to the hall, 
with banners diſplayed, and muſic be- 
fore them. That he amuſed himſelf 
every evening with bawling out the 
names of his friends at the head of the 


mob. 


« This was all,” ſhe continued, 
« that I could learn from the lady, of 
this ſtrange kind of ceremony; but I 
am inclined to think, that the people 
ſhe ſpeaks of are inſpired, and that it 
was ſome kind of religious orgies which 
ſhe deſcribed, like thoſe exhibited by 
the Fakirs and Derviſes in this coun- 
try ; and perhaps it may be the 1 
0 
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of the Engliſh, like the Mahometans, 
to pay the greateſt reſpect and reve- 
rence to thoſe who excel moſt in the 
charater of madmen.” To the ob- 
{ſervation of Galatie the company aſ- 
ſented, and Anime proceeded. 


The office to which my father was 
appointed, had this agreeable circum- 
ſtance attending it, that it obliged us 
to reſide more conſtantly in the metro- 
polis, than we had hitherto done. To 
a ſcale much lefs expenſive, was our 
eſtabliſhment contracted. My bro- 
ther ſailed for the Indies. We heard 


of his arrival at the place of deſtina- 


tion; and as the letter was written 
with all the ardour and felf-flattery 
attendant upon youth, we hailed his 
approach to the golden ſhore, as the 


period from which the family might 
date their revival. 


The 
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The capital of a great empire is not 
the place, where people, uſed to expen- 
ſive habits, are likely to exerciſe the 
virtues of frugality. We began once 
more to launch out; pleaſure and diſ- 
ſipation courted us on every fide, and 
we ſupported our appearance, for a 
time, upon ideal remittances from In- 


doſtan. 

In this pleafing dream, more than 
two years elapſed. Letters arrived; 
not from my brother, a friend of my 


father's, to whoſe protection he had 


been recommended, wrote, that owing 
to the imprudence of youth, he had 
fallen a martyr to the diſeaſes of the 
climate. That he died a month be- 
fore the date of the epiſtle. Here, the 
prop upon which the whole family had 
leaned for ſupport, had given way. 
What was to be done? debts accu- 
mulated. Was there any retrench- 


ment 
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gine the reciprocal joy this meeting 
gave us; that and the ſucceeding day 
were too ſhort for mutual relations and 
inquiries. When our tranſports had 
ſubſided, as the captain retained no 
ſymptom of his illneſs, that could, by 
the moſt intereſted friend, be deemed 
of conſequence, he informed me, that 
it was neceſſary that I ſhould be intro- 
duced to the French commandant, and 
his lady, who had, like myſelf, attended 
her huſband, and to the officers of the 
earriſon ; to whoſe attention and hu- 
manity, joined to the {kill of the ſur- 
geons, Charles acknowledged himſelf 
indebted for the preſervation of his life. 
Happy 1n the acquaintance of people, 
to whom I conſidered mylelf as fo 
much obliged, I was preſented in form ; 
when intimacy ſucceeded, I found their 
friendſhip and politeneſs exceededevery 
thing that I had heard of it. In elegant 
parties, and agreeable ſociety, a month 


paſſed imperceptibly away; but I ſhould 
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ſooner have mentioned, that a few days 
after my arrival, to compleat my hap- 
pineſs, a meſſenger came from Char- 
lotte, to inquire after the captain's 
health; if he had heard any news of 
me; and at the ſame time to inform 
him, that our children were well, and 
improved daily. 


We now took leave of our friends, 
and ſet out for Calcutta, eſcorted by 
our own attendants, Haſſan and his 
troop, whoſe fidelity and ſervices the 
captain meant to reward more ſubſtan- 
tially than he had the power to do in 
the garriſon, We arrived ſafe, alight- 
ed at the governor's houſe, and flew to 
embrace our children, who juſtified, in 
their improvement, all that Charlotte 
had faid of them. That amiable friend, 
proud of them, as if they had been her 
own, and elated at our return, would 
not even hear of acknowledgments ; 
ce J have,” faid ſhe, © barely perform- 
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ed a duty which I owed to friendſhip, 
for. conſidered the protection of in- 
fants, whoſe father and mother were 
abſent, and therefore, in that reſpect, 
orphans, ſo ſtrictly an obligation, both 
by the laws of nature, and dictates of 
religion, that, upon the ſcore of grati- 
tude to me, I hope you will cloſe your 
lips for ever. Indeed,” ſhe continued, 
with a ſprightly air, © if any thanks are 
due, it is my father that deſerves them, 
as he has tuperintended the nurſery, 
Joined in their amuſements, and under 
the form of tales, conveyed to them the 
beſt leſſons of inſtruftion.” The go- 
vernor, who had juſt come into the 
room, embraced the lovely girl, and 


Charles and I contended which ſhould 


firſt receive her into our arms. It 
hath been ſaid, that misfortunes ſeldom 
come alone ; I have much greater rea- 
ſon to apply the ſame obſervation to 
happineſs; for a few days after our ar- 
rival, the governor informed us he was 
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commanded to return to England, and 
that Captain Egerton was named as 
one of the officers that was to accom- | 
pany him. Before you, my lovely 
friends, receive this packet, I ſhall have 
left the Indian coaſt: it would be af- 
fectation to ſay, that I return to my 
native country, ſo far beyond my de- 
ſerts, happy and affluent, with regret ; 
yet, if a ſigh eſcapes me on our paſſage, 
which I doubt will be the caſe, when 1 
think of your friendſhip, it will be from 
the reflection, that an immenſe con- 
tinent, and boundleſs ocean divides us: 
that every hour increaſes the diſtance, 
and that probably we ſhall ſee each 
other no more. Let the trifling trin- 
kets which accompany this letter, have 
a nominal value with you, from bearing 
the name and reſemblance of Maria. 
When they reſt upon your boſoms, and 
become a part of the ornaments of your 
dreſs ; orif your religion prevents that, 
remain in your cabinets for private in- 
| | ſpection, 
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ſpection, may they recall to your minds 
the remembrance of my love and 
eſteem for you, and be conſidered as 
pledges of a friendſhip, that extends 
over more than half the globe, and that 
pleaſing idea will gild the future hours 
of your affectionate 

MARIA EGERTON, 


LETTER II. 
To Amurath, Selim, and Ruſtan. 


Though unknown to you, my good 
friends, ſure, upon the gratitude of my 
Maria, I may found a claim to that en- 
dearing title ; on which preſumption, 
give me leave to return you my thanks, 
for the ſervices you have rendered, and 
the protection you have afforded her. 
As ſhe writes to the lovely and amiable 
Galatie and Anime, I could not ſuffer 
a packet to go, without participating 
the pleaſure ſhe feels in making her 
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acknowledgments : though that is not 
entirely the buſineſs of this epiſtle, as I 
am deſired by her to entreat your ac- 
ceptance of the three rings encloſed ; 
not as a retribution for the favours ſhe 
has received, and the protection ſhe has 
met with, thoſe, I fear, it will never be 
in my power to requite, but as tokens 
of the ſenſe I have of the obligations 
we are under to you, and a ſmall, but 
ſincere monument of the gratitude and 
eſteem of 


MARIA AND CHARLES EGER TON, 


The packet in which theſe letters 
were encloſed, contained ſeveral mag- 
nificent jewels ; and what Galatie and 
Anime eſteemed more than the reſt, 
two pictures of Maria, made to hang 
from the neck by gold chains, and. ſu- 
perbly ſet round with brilliants. The 
two ſiſters, joined with their father, 
Selim and Ruſtan, in expreſſions of 
praiſe and gratitude to Captain Eger- 

ton, 
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ton, and his lovely wife, whoſe conju- 

gal felicity was the conſtant theme of 
Haſſan. He informed them, that ſo 
great had been their bounty to him, 
that he ſhould return to Norival, and 
his father, in aMuence, and that he and 
his family ſhould, in their daily prayers, 
conſtantly remember their benefactors. 


CHAP, XV, 


Tre nuptial hour approach'd. Se- 
lim and Ruſtan, with a large party of 
their friends, in the moſt magnificent 
habits, came and demanded their brides. 
The two ſiſters, veil'd from head to 
foot, were preſented to them by Amu- 
rath and Erminia. When the Moullah 
arrived, the conditions of marriage were 
read; from their apartments they went 
to the Moſque, where the bleſſing was 
Pronounced by the Sedre, accompanied 


by 
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by all the principal Derviſes. The Sha 
Haly, and Princeſs Semira, honoured 
the ſcaſt with their preſence. The ſu- 
perb entertainments continued ſeveral 
days, and were attended by the relations 
of the bridegrooms, and all the nobility 
in Iſpahan. When they had been a 
few weeks married, and the ceremony 
of viſit, which however reſpectful they 
might be deem'd, were not very agree- 
able to Selim, Ruſtan, or their brides, 
had ſubſided, they made preparations 
to leave the capital. With a large re- 
tinue, they travelled together to Ormus, 
where Amurath and Erminia were wel- 
comed with the moſt unfeigned marks 
of friendſhip ; and their triumph over 
the princes, Omar and Aſgar, afforded 
a holiday to the whole neighbourhood. 
The hour of ſeparation. came at laſt, 
Selim and Galatie firſt left the place, 
as he had, by a courier from court, 
which brought orders for him to take 
immediate poſſeſſion of his govern- 

| ment, 
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ment, received additional honours. 
Great were the emotions of theſe 
amiable perſons at parting, and their 
abſence was ſoon followed by that of 
Ruſtan and Anime. The only conſo- 
lation to which they at preſent looked 
forward, was, that the diſtance between 
their habitations was not ſo great, but 
that they might frequently correſpond, 
and ſometimes ſee each other. Amu- 
rath, now left with Erminia, reſolved 
to withdraw his fortune from com- 
merce, and beſtow his whole attention 
on the place which he held: this he 
did for a few years; but finding that 
his age in ſome degree repreſt his acti- 
vity, and wiſhing for a life entirely do- 
meſtic, he reſigned, much to the regret 
both of adminiſtration, and the whole 
country, who vied with each other in 
_ applauding his integrity. The latter 
part of the life of Amurath, was attend- 
ed with every happineſs that it was in 
the power of fortune to beſtow, or 
mortality 
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mortality to enjoy. Erminia, his be- 
loved Erminia, continued to walk with 
him a gentle pace down the hill of 
time, He had the pleaſure to ſee his 
lovely daughters mothers of numerous 
and beautiful families, and to know that 
they were as great ornaments to the 
maternal, as they had been to the filial 
character. He had alſo the ſatisfaction 
to obſerve, that the love and eſteem 
of their huſbands towards them, hourly 
increaſed, and that the reputation of 
Selim and Ruſtan ſtoud ſo high with 
their ſovereign, that they had been 
offered the firſt poſts in the adminiſtra- 
tion of public affairs, and the higheſt. 
commands in the army, which they had 

refuſed, from a reſolution not to ſacrifice 
their domeſtic felicity, their family and 
friendly connexions, to ambition. 
« Beloved by our wives,” ſaid they, 
ce happy in our offspring, and reſpected 
by the people over whom we are plac'd, 
why ſhould we endeavour to aſcend, by 
different 
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different ſteps, the ladder of pre- emi- 
nence ? in our preſent ſituation, we are 
ſafe from the ſtorms of fortune: but 
were we to gain the height to which 
ambition courts us, we ſhould, perhaps, 
grow giddy with our elevation: excite 
the envy of our cotemporaries, and by 
ſome means or other, either from the 
machinations of enemies, or our own 
imprudence, be precipitated from the 
eminence on which we had ſeated our- 
ſelves, into a much lower ſituation than 
the preſent.” Amurath was charmed 
with the ſentiments of his ſons ; but as 
the bliſs of mortals can never be per- 
manent, he was thinking that ſome cir- 
cumſtance muſt occur to counterbalance 
this exceſs of happineſs: after a mental 
review of his affairs, the fate of Omar 
and Aſgar was the only occurrence upon 
which he could reflect with any degree 
of ſorrow. © As,” ſaid he to Selim, 
ce jt was through their means, under the 
direction of Providence, that we have 


arrived 
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arrived to the preſent happy period, I 
ſhould not have a wiſh ungratified, if 
the princes were releaſed. Severe hath 
been their ſufferings, and as the Omni- 

potent hath extended his mercy towards 
us, let us, while it 1s in our power, ex- 

tend it to others,” Selim, happy to 
oblige his father, wrote directly to Haly. 

The princes, who had been impriſoned 
from the time of the trial, were libe- 

rated, upon the condition of their leay- 

ing the Perſian dominions. They did 
fo, and when they were ſettled in Indo- 

ſtan, wrote a letter of thanks to Amu- 

rath, ſaying, that the example which 
he had ſet them of returning good for 
evil, would have its proper influence 
upon their future conduct: they after- 
wards, by their actions, proved what 
they then aſſerted, as their lives were 
irreprochable, and they became wor- 
thy members of that ſociety, whoſe 
repoſe they had formerly invaded. 


